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If politics is the game of scoundrels, 
democracy is the game of numbers that are 
only counted but not weighed. It is more 
ludicrous when left to untutored masses that 
can be either reckless or irresponsible in 
their national consciousness. That, by and 
large, is truth about the depressing story of 
contemporary Kashmir politics. 

We do find politicians here and there 
| who pen down their political diaries. But in 
the first place these diaries are rarely 
published. And if published, the authors 
glibly hide the truth from the reader. 
Secondly, if some facts trickle down, these 
are craftily presented to suit their party line. 

Rarely do we find an honest and | 
dedicated political activist who, rising ashe 

_ does from grassroots level, taking active " 

| part in the politics of his days, moving in r 

= ‘ee utter disappointment from post to post in 

: vi \ search of light that could banish darkness 

roy _ and ignorance, and then putting down his 

variegated but sordid experience in black 

Vy, 4 and white. Such a reading is always unusual 

_ and rather bizarre because the unsuspecting — 

public is happy with understatements and 
half-truths paraded as gospel truth. 

The uniqueness of this work lies in its 
author recounting many small and not too 
_ momentous events happening on strictly 
local political plane of contemporary 
Kashmir. But taking them as indicator of the 
move of J&K political heavy weights on the 
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Translator’s Note 


Reshi Dev’s life and activities are intertwined with 
contemporary history and politics of Kashmir. His sensitivity 
prompted him to react to major social and political 
happenings during the tumultuous period that fills his life 
span, viz. the 20th century. The rise of Soviet State in 1917, 
India’s long freedom struggle, World War II, freedom and the 
partition of the country, Kashmir political scenario on the eve 
of partition, external incursion in October 1947, Kashmir 
issue at the UN, cold war era, Indo-Pak wars, Iran’s Islamic 
Revolution 1979, collapse of the Soviet Union 1991, and now 
Iraq and Afghan wars are major events on regional and 
international plane. These happened during his life time. 

On Kashmir plane, there was still more to come like the 
beginning of anti-monarchy movement in early thirties, 1938 
spilt in Muslim Conference, emergence of Sheikh Abdullah 
and the dominance of National Conference, the Naya 
Kashmir agenda, awakening among Kashmir peasantry, the 
‘Quit Kashmir Movement’ of 1946, the end of Dogra rule and 
the question of accession of the State, 1947 Pakistan 
sponsored incursion by Frontier tribesmen, Kashmir question 
at the UN, the dilemma of the Sheikh and the NC, great 
betrayal of the principles of Naya Kashmir, and finally the 
foreign-sponsored armed separatist uprising of 1990 in 
Kashmir and its far-reaching consequences. 

These events happening within the span of a century are, 
by no means, ordinary for a country or a region. Their impact 
is much deeper and wider than one may imagine. Reshi Dev 
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has seen and gone through all this cataclysmic period. 
Naturally, he is a Part of our contemporary history because he 
lappening around him. 

Initially attracted to the ideology of a well-known social 
Samaj, Reshi Dev formulated 
to which he stuck. During his 
y fronts including some against 
eated him like an outcast. He 
Muslim prejudice and hatred 
Ority, and he became a pariah for 
d Pseudo-nationalists in various 


Ntaminated the emergency rule of 
the induction of the Sheikh’s 
1947, Eventually he became 
al Conference, the political 
ith sincere commitment. 

ational Conference was its 
the principles for which the 
Ss also stood — democracy, 
nism. Naya Kashmir. the much 
National Conference setting forth 
al parameters of the 


rule was a drug that 
ane mn any other Kashmiri Pandits in National 
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slow and finally abandon other major programmes of Naya 
Kashmir.' He had gone through a big change after he met 
secretly with Adlai Stevenson, the American Presidential 
candidate in 1952 then on a visit to Srinagar. Many writers 
think that he nursed the dream of independent Sultanate of 
Kashmir. 

Realizing the importance of peasantry in the new situation 
which was developing, the Sheikh made sure that he held it 
firmly in his grip. 

In early thirties and forties of the 20th century the ideology 
of socialism influenced the minds of many intellectuals in the 
colonized parts of the world. This included a large segment 
Of Indian leadership with Nehru in the forefront. His 
lieutenant Dr. Kunward Muhammad Ashraf, the incharge of 
the Congress’s Muslim Mass Contact Programme with office 
in Anand Bhavan, was in charge of socialist thrust in Kashmir. 
He found a section of National Conference cooperative to his 
agenda. Thus within the fold of National Conference, the 
leftist group gradually consolidated its position and 
influence. It had the backing of the CPI and at times that of 
Nehru in person. This was 2 committed group in the NC, and 
did some ground work to win over Kashmir peasantry. It was 
On their behest that the symbol of white plough on red 
background became the formal party flag of NC. 
The progressive wing of NC recruited dedicated activists to 
its rank and file, and Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq, a young and 
intelligent lawyer by profession and a senior leader of NC 
became its chief. The Sheikh did not interfere with his or 
his group’s work as long as the young activists contributed to 
the consolidation of NC movement and did not challenge his 
leadership. 
ee 
'Some observers say that since 85 per cent of jagirdars (big land holders) 
in the valley were Hindus, the Sheikh found no compulsion to continue with 
Other popular reforms enunciated in Naya Kashmir Manifesto after the 
historic tasks of land reforms and putting an end to jagirdari system were 
completed. 
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Feeling that the leftist cooperation would help NC in 
making the anti-monarchy movement broad-based, and bring 
it into limelight on regional level, Reshi Dev felt inclined to 
work in wider Space and w 


ith an urge for crealivily. ee 
weg . a . rit } 
Joined it, and soon developed contact and understanding w 
its ideologues. He Wiz 


as impressed by their socialist ideology, 
especially by their avowed sympathy for the poor and 
resource-less peasantry. The Party gave him his due ae 
grudgingly — as he felt later on — and he, in turn, opened its 
rural units at various pla 


Ces in Anantnag district. Struck by its 
ideological reach, Res] 


ui Dev travelled to Jammu and met 
flist ideologue and Bhagat Singh's 
i. Later on their relations deepened 
tO wider sections of Indian Left. 
ntact with well-known comrades of 
aining in contemporary politics and 
8co-strategies. He began looking at 

Kashmir from a leftist point of view, which, at limes, 
8round realities and the diversity in 
Kashmirian society. That is how they were trained in the 
school of Social thou ght. 
He had already been disillusioned With National 
Conference when its stalwarts shelved the Naya Kashmir 


programme, made a U-turn and succumbed to communal 
politics. He Suspected that they h 


Onscience groaned under 
at those who Called themselves 
essed to be above communal 


Y, Wearing a mask. When they took 
off the mask their real face was something different. He cites 


instances that forced him to re-think his relations with the 
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Leftists. In particular, the response he got from Harkishen 
Singh Surjeet, the then Secretary General of Communist Party 
of India (M) to whom he reported on the rise of armed 
insurgency in Kashmir in 1990, and the exodus of the Hindu 
minority, gave him a shock of his life. He decided to distance 
himself from them. 

Reshi Dev welcomed the split in Bakhshi-led National 
Conference resulting in the formation of Democratic National 
Conference (DNC) to which the “progressive” elements of 
NC had flocked. He responded enthusiastically to a call from 
its leadership and thought that he had, at the end of the day, 
found the proper political platform from which he could give 
vent to his ideas, experience and observations. He served the 
party with all sincerity and dedication, widening its base in 
his home constituencies. This was the time when he came 
into close contact with Sadiq and Mir Qasim. It seemed that 
his contribution would, ultimately be given due recognition 
and he would be treated with all the admiration and respect 
he deserved. 

But alas, one fine morning he heard the news that DNC had 
disbanded their group and rejoined National Conference. He 
was furious because it shattered his dream. What face was he 
going to show to his supporters who he had weaned away 
from Bakhshi’s faction and admitted to the new political party 
with great effort? He met with the ex-DNC leadership, 
argued with them, quarreled with them and parted ways with 
them. There were many others who had adopted the same 
path. Thereafter Reshi Dev did not find it advisable to be an 
active member of any party though at personal level he 
continued to lend whatever support he could to the needy 
Persons by recommending them to proper quarters. In 
Political cliché he had been rested but in reality he was 
betrayed. 

Reshi Dev gives deep insight into the duplicity 
that ruled the roost in Kashmir political establishment. He 
Spares none because he knows them well, has seen them in 


and fraud 
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their true colours and has interacted with them. The 
conclusion he has drawn from his 70 - year long association 
with Kashmir politics and political leadership of various hues 
is what is concisely said in the axiom “by and large the 
people get the sovernment they deserve” 

Then there happened in Kashmir the crisis of 1990. Reshi 
Dev, like other 300,000 Kashmir Pandits, was forced to leave 
his home and hearth. He asks why the armed gangsters 
brutally butchered scores of Pandits he knew closely as a 
political activist. He gives us the sordid story of this 
€ shameful role of those who were at the 
helm of affairs. He closely watched how Kashmir leaders 
driven by self-aggrandizement. were 
subtle communal Manner, 

The events of 1990, and what unfolded thereafter, are no 
y who honestly loves Kashmir. 
men like Reshi Dev who had 
vision of a prosperous and 
€P secularist conviction, Reshi 
and outside Kashmir political arena, 
collapse of the ideological edifice of 
Kashmir secularism, which people like him had tried to build 
and preserve after stupendous efforts Spread over many 
decades. He was face to face with a trauma. Therefore it is 


pertinent that we briefly speak of this cataclysm and its 
impact on our civil society. 


dedicated their lives to the 

peaceful Kashmir. A man of de 
Dev, like Many others in 
became a witness to'the 


armed insurgency in 
ashmir i den outburst, It sprang from 
for many years. Its symptoms 


when a militant outfit 
named Al-Fatah (Al-Fatb) took up 


mission of Secession of Kashmir from the Indian Union and its 
accession to Pakistan. Its activists wanted to re-enact the 
Struggle of the Palestinians whose lands are under Israeli 
Occupation. In other words, they COntended that since 


Kashmir, too, was an “occupied land”, they had the right and 


‘RANSLATOR’S NOTE/ 7 


motivation to initiate a struggle for its liberation. They 
reinforced this conviction by taking recourse to religious 
Injunctions. 

By and large, Al-Fatah insurgency (1965-197) in Kashmir 
met with failure because of various reasons like lack of quick 
communication system with their Pakistani sponsors oF a 
limited network and absence of necessary logistical support. 
Nevertheless, the uprising, even if conducted underground, 
did make an impact on Kashmiri youth. A number of Kashmiri 
Muslim organisations under one name or the other surfaced in 
the length and breadth of the valley, each carrying the covert 
Mission of alienating people from India in order to whip up 
secessionist sentiment among the broad masses of Kashmiri 
Muslims. Whatever the stated mission, these organizations 
covertly carried forward the agenda of propagating the right 
Of the “subjugated” people to a struggle for their 
independence and self-determination. The slogan of the right 
Of self-determination became the war cry of Kashmir 
S€paratists and dissidents. | 

Reverting to 1953, it will be noted that subsequent to the 
dismissal and internment of Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah, his 
lieutenant Mirza Afzal Baig floated Plebiscite Front, which 
became the main political organization demanding 
implementation of the UN Resolutions on Kashmir stipulating 
plebiscite as solution of Kashmir tangle. Under the iron hand 
of Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad, who had replaced the 
Sheikh on August 9, 1953, Plebiscite Front activists were 
meted out a harsh treatment. Bakhshi was not a leader to 
tolerate political opposition and thus came down with a 
heavy hand on the activists of the Front. He knew their team 
leaders very well because after all they were the former 
workers of National Conference groomed by the Bakhshi 
himself as their earlier avatar. Many of them were given 
80vernment jobs but the diehard among them mostly went 
Underground. Sadiq, who succeeded Bakhshi, adopted a 
somewhat lenient policy towards the Plebiscite Front in the 
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hope of Persuading them to weigh the pros and cons of their 
confrontation with the sovernment and the ruling majority. 
But the Plebiscite Front acuivists mistook Sadiq’s moderate 
policy as a sign of his weakness. They felt emboldened to 
carry on with their subversive activities so much so that they 
even made an abortive attempt on the life of Sadiq during his 
address to a public rally in Baramulla in 1964. Police 
investigations of the incident revealed the alarming network 
of Al-Fatah armed movement whose ranks were filled by 
most of the Plebiscite Front ACLiVists. 


During the 8Overnment of Mir Qasim, who had succeeded 
Sadiq, the J&K sovernment changed its stance on the 
handling of secessionist elements including those advocating 
armed insurgency. This marked the beginning of the rising 
crescendo of secession making a dent into the state 
government structures, The Story of Mir Qasim’s handling of 
separatists, armed or unarmed, is not publicly known, but the 
fact remains that Indira Gandhi, the then Prime Minister, was 
unhappy with Mir Qasim and it had led to their estrangement. 
Nobody knows whether Indira Gandhi reacted to secret 


Nce agencies in this matter. 

r detention, his 
y time in London, had come into 
contact with the Strong PoK Diaspora in UK, led by 
Amanullah Khan. Hailing from Astor in Baltistan, Amanullah 
Khan had migrated to UK and settled down in Luton. He and 
his UK- based compatriots had floated 
Front (KLF), an org 


seeking secession o Kashmir 


nN UK in fomenting armed insurgency in 
ificant. One can find access to its details 
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merchant navy. When war came to an end, the British needed 
vast manpower to run their factories and industrial units. The 
stokers were given an option to settle down permanently in 
UK and work in the revival of British industries. As a result, 
most of the industrial towns of UK like Birmingham, 
Manchester, and Luton etc. witnessed a concentration of this 
Diaspora. With their hard work, a phenomenon to which they 
are used, and with the passage of time, their economic 
condition improved considerably, and so did their numerical 
Strength in these localities. The British democratic system 
allowed them the right of franchise and soon they began to 
understand that they wielded some political clout in their 
respective constituencies. Political rights and benefits, which 
the British political system provides were not to be found in 
their homeland. PoK émigrés as well as Pakistani ruling 
circles began to realise the utility of the role of this segment 
Of PoK population in UK in the context of their coveting of 
Kashmir, 

PoK émigrés had a number of complaints against 
Islamabad regimes. Their enormous annual foreign 
remittances to the tune of over a billion dollars considerably 
Strengthened Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves. 
However, this money was generally spent on developmental 
Projects in Punjab and not in PoK, which remained backward 
and devoid of necessary infrastructure. Even health and 
Cducation services were faced with stagnation. People in 
PoK demanded royalty for Mangla Dam, which was built on 
their land and with their water. The worst was that electric 
Power generated from the dam was supplied to Punjab and 
Parts of Sindh while rural PoK including villages adjoining the 
dam had to go without it. Electric and electronic gadgets, 
Which the émigrés brought home for the convenience of their 
folks, could not be operated owing to non-availability of 
Clectr icity. PoK citizens were almost discriminated against 
and often looked upon with suspicion. Lack of employment 
“PPortunities had forced a large number of young people o 


10 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME. INSIGIT|’S 


POK to become labourers and daily wagers in various towns 
of the Punjab. Before appointment to any government post, a 
citizen of PoK was required to take an oath of allegiance to 
Kashmir’s accession to Pakistan. 

Discontent among the PoK emigrés was increasing day 
after day. They often brought out protest rallies against 
discriminatory policy of Pakistan's Punjabi dominated 
bureaucracy, They were reeling under the domination of a 
military dictator in Islamabad. Pakistani authorities were not 
insensitive to political implications of their discontent. The 
‘Northern Areas’, arbitrarily carved out of Pakistan occupied 
Kashmir and integrated into Pakistan was a big irritant in 
smooth relations between Islamabad and the people living in 
Gilgit and Baltistan regions. Above all, denial of true 
democratic system and devolution of political power and 
authority to the local people in PoK and NA sumulated the 
rise of anti-Pakistan sentiment among the people. The 
situation became more complicated when the High Court of 
“Azad Kashmir” in a landmark decision declared that Gilgit 
and Baltistan were part of the State of Jammu and Kashmir. 

At this point of time Pakistani intelligence agency, namely 
ISI, very deftly played religious card, which not only diluted 


anti-Pakistan sentiment but also created anti-India armed 
movement to destabilise the S 


disrupt peace and Status quo 

Unfortunately, the PoK emigrés in UK (other than those 
hailing from Gilgit and Baltistan) were taken in by ISI’s 
calumny, They agreed to become accomplices in merciless 


they succumbed to Islamic radical 
rously carried out by the fanatical Pakistani 


Miri Muslims, destroyed their mosques and 


Islamic practices of five- 
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lime prayers, fasting etc. and forbade studying Islamic history 
and civilization.” They were told that only an armed 
Insurgency sponsored, supported and abetted by them in the 
valley would effectively throw out the Indians from Kashmir. 
They were told that once the Indians had been ousted 
militarily, the whole of original State of Jammu and Kashmir 
would fall in their hands and they would become masters of 
independent Kashmir. This bait was strong enough to whet 
the appetite of the expatriates. They dreamed of wielding 
Political power in the original State of Jammu and Kashmir 
and investing their large remittances there to build for 
themselves palaces in the Paradise on Earth and live a life of 
luxury, Thus began deep and regular consultations between 
PoK-based KLF leaders and the Pakistani ISI sleuths over the 
ways and means of destabilizing Kashmir 
_In order to send a message of its ability to strike at India’s 
vital interests, KLF planned the assassination of Indian High 
Commission senior official, Ravinder Mhatre (somewhere in 
the Outskirts of Luton) in 1984. The British police arrested the 
“USPected assailant, and its investigating teams found a link 
between Mhatre’s assassination and KLF’s links with the ISI. 
New Delhi quickly reacted by sending the founding father of 
o- namely Maqbul Butt to the gallows in Tihar jail. 
ae execution of Maqbul Butt became catalyst to M 
€ss of ISI's design of making PoK Diaspora a cat s paw . 
Kashmir insurgency. Butt was actively involved in carrying 
— emi attacks and subversion in Kashmir. He we 
. *Ponsible for the murder of Amar Chand of Nadihal in 
oe district, a CID Inspector who was trying i yee 
Murd Own in Handwara-Kupwara range. Bult ens a 
ae pes a J&K Bank official at Langate while Comm! ae 
frag tees The court had passed death sei ip 
CCisio ne was languishing in Tihar Jail in Delhi vier an of 
1 Of his mercy appeal he had made to the Preside % 
Valley Butt was alleged to have committed crimes i a 
4nd then crossed over the LoC to avoid arrest, 


Oo the 
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police had registered a criminal case against him. i cf 
course of time he had become popular with the Pok you | 
who hailed him as the liberator of Kashmir. He had see 
followers among the Pok Diaspora in UK. ISI des ie . 
rake up fraternal senuments of Pok emigrés and aaahee 
them into seeking revenge of Butts execution. Thus 
fundamentalist indoctrination. Whetting of prea 
sentiments and Promises of winning the paradise of Ages 
all converged on the conversion of KLF into JKLF wee 2 
leadership of Amanullah Khan, the link between slg 
activists and the ISI. Now under the label of JKLF, funds o 
raised, logistical SUPport was managed and secret calls eee 
to the youth in Kashmir valley to cross over Lo vo 

clandestinely lo receive raining in arms and subversion ‘3 
Order to liberate their homeland from the clutches of the 
Indians. More than a hundred training 


camps manned by 
retired Pakistan army senior 


a z -acrel 
officers were opened at pac 
places in Pok and areas bordering on the NWFP. JK 

became official] Spokesm. 


insurgency, 7 cre 
As already Said, in those days Faroog Abdullah was in UK. 
He came close to People who w 


cre staunch activists of KLF. 
As his father was languishing 


OK Diaspora might have 
‘bad, where he had come to 
ies, he shared public platform 
with Amanullah Khan to address large gatherings in which he 
vowed to liberate Kashmir from the control of India. “Till 
1975, when the Nationa] Conference was Out of power, 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah kept COMPany with Amanullah Khan. In 
1974, he ©VEnN went to the extent of saying “ for 


ry child would give his blood.’ 
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His recorded speech was believed to have been broadcast 
from Azad Kashmir Radio,” writes Jagmohan in his 
monumental work. ! 


Speaking in the course of a debate in the Lok Sabha on 
change of government in Jammu and Kashmir-in 1983-84, 
some Congress (I) MPs virtually portrayed Dr. Farooq 
Abdullah as a traitor. Bali Ram Bhagat charged, 


“Facts had borne out clearly that Dr. Farooq Abdullah endeared 
himself to the Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir based militants and 
they tried to exploit this to the full and, therefore, invited Dr. Faroog 
Abdullah to attend the annual session of the Plebiscite Front in Mirpur 
(PoK) in 1974. And it was during this visit that Dr. Faroog Abdullah 
came in contact with Amanullah Khan and Maqhbool Bhat. Dr. 
Abdullah in his public utterances appealed to the people of Kashmir 
to rally round the Plebiscite Front functioning on both sides of the 
ceasefire line and categorically stated that he stood firmly for the 
inalienable right of the Kashmir people to determine their future,”? 


Pakistani papers published photographs of Faroog and 
Amanullah standing together on a stage in a public rally 
somewhere in PoK. They were pictured jointly holding up a 
gun as a mark of solidarity in contemplated armed insurgency 
in Kashmir. This is the same Amanullah Khan who had 
triumphantly told a press conference at the UN Headquarters 
in New York on April 9, 1990 that JKLF kidnappers of Vice 
Chancellor of Kashmir University and his aide had shot both 
of them dead in Srinagar. Actually the killing took place on 
the next day. This shows where the remote control of armed 
insurgency in Kashmir actually lay. 


In 1975 Indira-Sheikh Accord was signed. The Sheikh 


'My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir, Jagmohan, New Delhi, 1991. p. 140 

*This refers to discussions under Rule 193 on the recent developments in 
Jammu and Kashmir. Lok Sabha Debates, July 30, 1984 (23 July-27 August 
1984) cited in My Frozen Turbulence ... loc.cit p. 162. For details see 
The Times of India, April 10, 1990 and Jagmohan My Frozen Turbulence in 
Kashmir, New Delbi, 1991, p 536 et al. 
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recalled his son to Kashmir where subsequently he ae : 
become the president of National Conference. After | Li 
father’s demise in September 1982, New Delhi lost 0 sEnAS 
in crowning him the new Chief Minister of the State. ve 
catapulted to the seat of power, Farooq’s apparent ae 
from KLF and securing his newfound position became ome 
most talked about Subject in political circles in Muza ain pee 
and in UK. On the sidelines of the Second World Se 
on Human Rights in Vienna in 1993, a large group of his o : 
time UK-based KLF comrades Virtually besieged him anc 
confronted him in a rude manner on his turncoat behaviour 
and accused him of what they called “betrayal of the freedom 
movement in Kashmir.” They had perhaps forgotten that the 


d ar clin from 
house of the Sheikh would be the last to let power slip ft 
its hands no matte 


Kashmir. 


eM 11s 
Because of Dr. Farooq’s rank Opportunism and 3 P 
“ 9 ale ‘otc aC} e 
betrayal of the freedom movement”, secessionists decic 
a4 : ame inte 
to challenge and dislodge him politically. Thus came in 


existence the Muslim Untied Front (MUP), which contested 
elections in 1987. Dr. Faroo 
channel] blamed PDp 


2ople of 
r whatever happened to the people 


7 os i . *S 
© against Kashmiri ose 
Ont. It may also be pose 
andit violence in 1986, Congress Hig 


nted a committee under Mr. KN Singh to 
probe into the matter and fix res 


it had indicted Mufti Muhammad Saeed in 
ne of the rigged elections, in which the 
roughed up, manhandled or illegally 
of the votes Was rigged, proved to be 
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objective of freedom from a “foreign yoke”. Here lay the 
seeds of an armed insurgency, which having entered the 18th 
year of its life today (2008), has consumed thousands of 
innocent lives in Kashmir. Commenting on the Assembly 
election of March 23, 1987, Jagmohan writers: 


“The manner in which the State Assembly election of March 23, 1987 
were conducted caused grave misgivings about their fairness. In 
some constituencies, counting was suspended and the margin of 
victory for the National Conference candidates turned out to be 
smaller than the votes rejected. The margin of victory in Bijbehara 
was 100, in Wachi 122, and in Shopian 336, while in these 
constituencies the number of votes declared invalid was 1,172, 1,703 
and 1,122 respectively. These elections, unfortunately, were 
followed by the arrest of a number of top-ranking leaders of the 


Muslim United Front (MUF).”! 


The first victims of armed insurgents in the valley were the 
members of innocent and defenceless Hindu minority 
community generally called Kashmiri Pandits. On September 
14, 1989, masked terrorists of JKLF gunned down Pandit Tika 
Lala Taploo, the provincial BJP chief, outside his house in 
Habba Kadal. On 4 November 1989 Justice Nilkanth Ganjoo 
fell to the bullets of the terrorists in Maharaj Bazar, Amira 
Kadal. Avtar Krishen Raina, Lassa Kaul, Pushkar Nath 
Handoo, Premnath Bhat, Sarvanand Premi and scores of other 
Kashmri Pandits were brutally done to death in their homes, 
offices and public places. AK-47 wielding murderers let 
loose a reign of terror. By the end of the year 1990, more than 
a thousand Kashmiri Pandits in Srinagar and other places in 
the valley had been gunned down. Civil administration 
collapsed like a house of cards; the coalition government 
of Congress and NC resigned, abandoning the people to their 
fate in, an hour when they needed protection and guidance. 
Like cowards of no substance, peoples’ elected 
representatives ran away from the valley and settled down in 


‘My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir, loc. cit. p. 163 
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government quarters in Jammu to maintain ae acon 
Tapport with the militants. They managed security a aye 
for themselves though in fact they never needed it. oe * 
the safe haven of Jammu, far away from the ie ‘A 
massacre and mayhem, they basked in the sun of l aA 
affluence, influence and in the safety and securily of ae 
“hideouts”, They wanted security not against a surprise .s 
by the militants because they were hand in glove with t 3 a 
but from the crowds who might come to know of et 
perfidy and then besiege them in their hideouts. Under r 
instructions of the Chief Minister, Dr. Faroog Abdullah, 
Orists had been set free between see 
and December 1989 despite their detention order peeing 
confirmed by the Advisory Board headed by the Chief ae 
of Jammu and Kashmir. Having tendered his resignation as 
chief minister, the buoyant Faroog took a flight to London, 
rejoined his family, and, far from the madding crowds, 
cheerfully Played golf on lush green fields of his 
UK hometown. 
While those who ruled the roost in Kashmir till yesterday ae 
the name of elected representatives of the people of Kashmit 
enjoyed full Security and Safety in their Official bungalows in 
far off Jammu and the blood of hapless people of the valley 


€ city of Srinagar plunged into a state es 
and order collapsed, lawlessness es 
rampant, and the hunting of the Pandits 
S Of vernacular Press suddenly pee 
ep the militants in gooc 


Ne night of 19 January 1990 
hundreds of thousand, the city came out on the 
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streets and lanes and bye-lanes of Srinagar raising loud 
Islamic slogans of Allab-o Akbar, Kashmr banega Pakistan, 
Azaadi ka matlab kya la ilaha ilallah etc.’ With government 
in shambles, with law and order thrown to winds, with gun - 
wielding terrorists having a field day and with threat to life 
and honour looming large, the hapless community of the 
Pandits had only one option of survival, that of leaving their 
age-old homes and hearths and going into exile in unknown 
lands, environs and people. The exodus of the entire 
community within a week or two is a heart-rending story. 
The Valley's ethnic cleansing task was completed. 

In its report to the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ), 
an influential NGO at the UN Human Rights Commission, the 
Government of India stated the insurgency situation in 
Kashinir is these words: 

“The violence in the State has heen characterised by the elimination 
Of political leaders, workers and their relatives to prevent all 
democratic political activity and create a total vacuum; the killing of 
civil and local police officials to paralyse and isolate the 
administration; intimidation of the judiciary to create a breakdown of 
the legal system; attacks on and killing of the intelligentsia, including 
educationists, lawyers, doctors and even religious leaders, to silence 
dissent; the targeted killing of members of the Hindu minority 
community, which has led to the exodus of over 2,50,000 members 
of the community resulting in a change in the very demographic 
profile of the area and blatant religious cleansing; use of 
indiscriminate violence against innocent civilians generally to create 
terror; and, selective killing of media persons and attacks on media 
installations to cause, not merely a breakdown of independent 
journalism, but also to force the media to act as a mouth-piece.”* 


At another place the official statement of the Government 


of India goes on to say as this: 
ee 

'For comprehensive information see My Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir 
by Jagmohan, New Delhi, 1991, Chapter V et seq. 
_ ‘See Chapter xiii titled ‘Frightened Pigeons and Forsaken Community’ 
In Ne Frozen Turbulence in Kashmir, n 

Human Rights in Kashmir: Report of a Mission, Geneva. 1995, p. 106 
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---As mentioned above most of the Kashmiri Hindu community, 
which up to then had lived in very good terms with their Muslim 
neighbours fled from the Valley in early 1990. The assassination of a 
number of leading Hindus and threats of violence by the militants 
were enough to persuade the Hindu community to flee. There can 
be no doubt that the militants who saw the Hindus as potential 
Supporters of the security forces welec med the flight. The small Sikh 
community of Kashmir has suffered relatively little violence, but a 
number of Sikhs serving in the police or other government services 
have been murdered”! 


Special Representative of the UN Secretary General, on 
Internally Displaced Persons, Francis Deng, has, in his report 
On Kashmir IDPs? corroborated the statement of the 
Government of India submitted to ICJ. Though the exodus of 
the Pandits was nothing new in their chequered history yet 
their present exodus was altogether different in essence. 
It was en masse During the rule of the autocratic and fanatical 
Sultans of mediaeval] limes or the tyrannical Afghans of 18th 
century, the Pandits had Managed to survive many onslaughts 
and persecutions and had somehow adjusted to non- 


thrust on them. But the present 
€cular and democratic” India in 
lim - dominated state from among 
appened after a forty-year long 

| Kashmiris from the autocratic 
monarchy, And the Patent slogan of Kashmir freedom 
fighters was ‘Sher-i-Kashmir ka kya irshad/ Hindu, Muslim, 
Sikh ettebad”. What had happened to this cherished slogan? 
ders and their bombast gone? What had 
m that Kashmir was the secular model of 
be the impact of ethnic cleansing of 
n the secular and democratic profile of 
aring would this development have 0? 


Ibid p.68 


> 
“See ‘ti 
WWwW.un.org Section on IDPs, and then Kashmir 
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regional strategies? These were some of the questions, which 
the victimised Pandits naively thought might spoil the peace 
of mind of people in the corridors of power in New Delhi. 
Nothing happened. Nothing happens when the truth is eaten 
up by falsehood. At the end of the day “secular” Indian Union 
seems to be reconciled to an Islamised Kashmir within 
secular India. That could be one of the dimensions of Indian 
secularism or one of the meanings of larger autonomy. 

It is an established fact that Pakistan has been playing key 
role in abetting armed insurgency in Kashmir. Over the years, 
Kashmir issue has been internationalised and the “freedom 
movement” has been linked to international Islamic 
movements struggling to acquire and safeguard the “rights” 
of the Muslims world over. Being a predominantly Muslim 
region, Kashmir is integral to this over-arching phenomenon. 
It is no more an isolated and a local issue. Two outstanding 
experts on South Asian affairs, Yossef Bodansky and Vaughn 
S. Forrest have ably brought out Pakistans role in Kashmir 
insurgency and the linkage of Kashmir turmoil to various 
Islamist movements.! 

This documentary evidence has been incorporated in 
order to provide a clear background to circumstances and 
conditions leading to the eruption of terrorism in Kashmir. 
With known ideological commonality between the local 
Kashmiri separatist political leadership and insurgent 
elements, it was evident that the first brunt would fall on 
helpless Pandit religious minority of the valley. Right from 
the days of Nehru, the central leadership had been 
orchestrating Kashmir as the secular model of India. Alas they 
did not realise that in raising this dangerous and disastrous 
slogan they were signing the death warrant of the religious 
minority of Kashmiri Pandits in the valley. The first assault of 


'In a study titled The Kashmir Connection of May 21, 1994 conducted 
under the aegis of the Task Force on Terrorism & Unconventional Warfare of 
the House Republican Research Committee of the US House of 
Representatives. (Annexure ID. 
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the armed insurgents in 1990 was undertaken to destroy this 
much boasted “secular model”. Thus befell the Pandits what 
befell them. A pragmatic Prime Minister of India would ae 
sought from the State leadership not only constitutional anc 
institutional but also logistical safeguards for the minuscule 
religious minority of Pandits of Kashmir in view of what it had 
suffered at the hands of the locals and others on the fall of 
Baramulla and Muzaffarabad to the tribal incursion in October 
1947. That horrendous story was never told, and instead what 
has been orchestrated is a great lie and a canard to mislead 
unsuspecting Indian people and the world at large. Issues 
like these drew the attention of the Working Group on 
Minorities, a subsidiary of the UN Human Rights Commission, 
and it found reason to add one more definition to a set of 
definitions of “Minority”. That definition, to quote the source 
is “a reverse minority as in the case of Kashmiri Pandits”.| 
As will be observed, Rishi Dev has referred to many 
significant happenings and conclusions but only ina passing 
manner. Perhaps he could have divulged much more and in 
somewhat fuller detail. But he has not. This made my job a bit 
difficult, and | painstakingly filled the gap by writing this 
elaborate note and added footnotes to the text. For example, 
he has ata couple of places hinted that local leadership was 


playing a double game. This needed to be elucidated. Hence 
some detail in this note. In ord 


picture of how the Kashmiri 
Indian “secularism” in the co 
We annex to this biogr 


Muslim leadership was viewing 
htext of relations with Kashmir, 
aphical work the English translation 
with annotations of an Urdu Monograph titled “Kashmir mein 
aksariyyat ko aqalliyat mein badalne ki sazish” 
(The Conspiracy of Converting Kashmir Majority into a 
Minority) authored by a Prominent member of National 


‘See Minutes of Work 
Www.un.org (Go to Hu 
Working Group on Minor 


ing Group on Mino) 
man Rig 
ities, 


‘ities, UNHRC at Website 
hts Commission/Council and then to 
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Conference in 1982 who is now the leader of opposition in 
Kashmir Legislative Assembly. 

Before closing this note, it is pertinent that I express thanks 
to the managers of Kashmir Sentinel who generously 
provided me the documents that have been reproduces as 
Annexures to the English text. 


Introduction 


For centuries in the past the Valley of Kashmir sae oes 
for the world a shining example of fraternity and ss lee 
among the people of different faiths and Sat tana 
Saints and savants have, intermittently adorned and Sai cues 
this cultural tradition through their spiritual ancl ner ue 
Great upholders of unity and solidarity as the Kashmiris are, 


so reealatse Ol 
they have earned fame in the whole world for this quality 
character, 


° ° a c ‘ > > sore 
Unfortunately, their admirable culture became an eye 


‘ is ith its 
for some people. As a result, this rose-garden met wit! 


tae ; ‘< led to 
bad days and ruination under foreign subjugation. This le i, 
. =e) i u 5a) 
some bitterness éMong people, and some of their gro i 
: . - . : _ e 
began distancing from One another. Conspiracies w 


] > 
hatched against her. However, by and large, the people 


resisted their adversary with determination. 
In the early ye 


ars of this century (21st) when the struggle 
for freedom was in full Swing in Kashmir, negative forces 
were busy working to divide the people of Kashmir along 
religious line. Nevertheless, under the banner of National 
Conference? and under the leadership of Sher-i-Kashmii 


Se 
'This is an irresponsil] 
many Kashmir observers 
purpose, 
"The most Popul 
Muhammad Abdulla 
Muslim Conference. 


e and historic 


sred b 
ally incorrect statement uttered by 
without \rying 


ee yat 
to find out who said it and to wl 


2 >hejkh 
ar political] Party of the State founded by ae 
h and his colleagues in 1938 after he left All J&K Sta 
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Pini Abdullah’, entire Kashmiri nation, 

Riseeaaa ? : religion or community, rose as a single solid 

re ereal negative elements and work in unity for the 
of Kashmir. 

From 1931 down to the present day, Kashmir political 
eines ee many stages. In order to 
of Kuch: i Kashmir* dream into reality many valiant sons 
oe Nea J ad, prior to the attainment of freedom in 1947, 
sates i fee of their precious lives. They had suffered 
wit] and oppression in various ways. Being associated 

1 the freedom struggle, I, too, was a witness to many ups 
and downs of its history. 


Prat I talked to my fr 
. rduous political journey. Many of them sincerely 
oe to me that I should put my recollections !n black 
white. It gives me great pleasure to have brought these 
reminiscences to their completion. | am happy to say that 
I could fulfill the wishes of my friends. . 
The purpose of recording my experiences and 
observations gathered from my long career as a political 
Activist is simple. | want that future generations of Kashmiris 
as make a realistic and objective assessment of the 
actors that have led to the ongoing situation In Kashmir. 


tends about my long 


ees 
! 

reat . ee at village Soura, Srinagar, he too 

sfter aa ce University, He was appointe ae 

Most outst: is resigned and began his independent politica meee ee 

his part : ai ing stalwart of Kashmir freedom movement, the S ei : os 

benans: ma orsed the accession of J&K State to the Indian Union in a . nd 

Pennin. aeuEr ime/Chief Minister of the State twice and died in 1984. He 
ns buried in Hazrathal vicinity on the bank of the Dal Lake. Kashmiris 


save hi i 
Save him the epithet of ‘ The Lion of Kashmir’ .(Sher -i-Kashmir) 


2 
One B.P.L.Bedi, a known adherent of communist ideology authored the 
fe Freda exercised 


f; 

eA ima of National Conference. He and his wi kayitis 

fed vnc ence on the Sheikh during those historical days. (Or : ne ae 

ees to broaden the base of freedom movement). The le tists ee 

once § ‘a the drafting of the manifesto and the renowned communist 
Srinagar District Secretary of NC, namely late Niranjannath Raina, -- 


k M.Sc.degree in Chemistry 
d teacher in J&K State but 


ite. 7 IN rH TS 
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abit of 
We know of some people who are gine pane: 
disparaging a movement that began in 1931. ees a 
because they are not fully aware of the events 7 Raa 
The fact is that this movement had been initiated peat : : Aid 
intentions and without any self-agerandizement. It is ‘ 4 an 
even at that point of time, there were some aie ee 
were complacent with perpetuation of ee oS a ee 
system. There were others who would make an alts ie 
linking up economic development programs nN ee 
and thus were trying to compartmentalize Kashmiri SO ait 
and let people remain caught in the web of econo 
destitution,’ 


teerand 
But the masses of people fully understood the utility a 
importance of Naya Kashn 


xpectancy. They lookee 
end of the tunnel. The masses of ee 
People, TepOsing trust in the leadership of Sheik 
Muhammad ‘Abdullah had led the movement to its oe 
I distinctly remember that in 1947, the Sheikh, who ha 


F : raf a ent’, 
been Prosecuted for leading the Quit Kashmi! eerie ia 
was set free®, He addressed a large gathering assemble 


-- ina television interview in 1980s telecast from § 
asked by the commentator what had bro 
Conference, Lifting a volume of Nay 
document was instrumental in drag 


rmittent persona] inter 


rinagar Doordarshan, ge 
ught him to the eras 
a Kashmir in his hand he said that t ie 
ging many Kashmiri intellectuals to | « 
action with Raina convinced me lags P 
uted document Naya Kashmir. 


; - made the 
very humble and low great integrity, he never made 


story public. 
‘That year the Sh 
‘This refers to th 
*Op.cit. P. 1 fn3 


eikh left the Musli 


nN conference and floated his NC. 
© agenda of Muslit 


n Conference. 
"NC gave a cal] that the Maharaja should 
Kashmir. This be 


1& 
leave the State of Jammt 
came a MOvement Called Qui 


t Kashmir Movement. It drew 

inspiration from Gandhi ji’s Quita India Movement of 1942. ; 

‘This happened because of Pressure on the Maharaja from Mahatma 
Gandhi and Congress leadership, 
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Hazuri Bagh! ground in Srinagar. In his speech he said that a 
struggle had been launched for running a responsible 
aaah in the state, and for that, many sacrifices had 

| e. He also said that when Kashmiris raised their 
Voice against autocratic regime, Indian National Congress 
and the Communist Party of India provided them moral and 
financial support. The Sheikh said that the people had to 
eonende their efforts to carry forward the program of Naya 
Kashmir He said that in a programme like that the Kashmiri 
Hindu would be nothing less than the lodestar.” 

Che struggle continued and the autocratic rule came to an 
ae We became part of a big democracy and began looking 
= the realization of our dreams of freedom to come true. 
bee passage of time, politics also began to take new 

s. The zeal and zest that had marked the National 
Conference movement began to wane. Sloth overtook the 
Organization. It was no more the NC of pre-1947 period. 
We know not what we forgot in this long political journey. 
The Naya Kashmir program was relegated to dark and blind 
alleys because of lack of interest. Those who struggled 
against reaction themselves became reactionaries. Religion 
overshadowed not only the movement but also its politics. 
The situation came to a pass in which both Kashmir and 


nD 


I 
Tet oder lie Iqbal Park, It was in this park where the NC and ae 
eee a: crowds listening to an address by Indira Gandhi, had hare 
nee 1; shamelessly and Indira Gandhi remarked that Kashmiris did not 
as jobs but trousers.. 
Pree ea information on the role of C , 
‘This id m Kashmir 1846 — 1946 by Niran) 
thought ae. and statement stand diametricall 
them as ee Eline Hindus later on (dhimmis) 
The ani a in his biography Atash-e-China. sae 
atlack fea: ane Hari Singh in 1947, following the repu sing O 
sordid s tribesmen and the State's accession to the Indian Union, is 
story fraught with deceit und calumny. See relevant portions of V.P. 


Me ea 
hon's work The Sardar. 


ommunist Party, see Imperialist 
annath Raina, Delhi, 1985. 

y opposite to what he 
and how he labeled 


26 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGHTS 


Kashmiriyat, hitherto engrossed in the lofty teachings of Lal 
Ded and Shaykhul-‘Alam', were torn to shreds.° 

How did all this happen and why? This anathema has been 
nibbling at my inner self. Now that the sun of my life is 
setting, I ask myself whether we committed a mistake 
somewhere somehow. 

This dilemma has pulled me down to the depths of past 
reminiscences. Whatever was retrieveable is set forth in 
these pages. I have tried to bring into public gaze how we, 
with all sincerity and dedication, had begun our political 
journey for reconstruction of Kashmir. But alas our own 
political leaders brought us to this immensely dreadful and 
abhorrent state of affairs. It appears that Kashmiri people 
have been betrayed. Our fight was for peace and truth. We 
had consigned our days and nights to the task of fulfilling all 
those aspirations that contributed to the prosperity and 
welfare of people of all faiths and communities in the state. 
But alas there existed some crooks and charlatans among 
power seekers who had no qualms of conscience in looting 
and vandalizing the innocent people and serve their selfish 
interests. Instead of helping people to strengthen bonds of 
fraternity, they worked to divide them and make them one 
another s enemy. 

The struggle for freedom was not the struggle of any 
specific community. It was a struggle of the nation as a 
whole. After all, we had to live as one single and united 
nation. We had to co-exist and, evidently, we needed a 
healthy philosophy of life — honest and sincere intentions 
and progressive ideas, not hollow and emotional slogans. 


"Regarding controversy on Shaykhu'l- ‘Alam, see Kashmir and its People, 
ed. M.K. Kaw, New Delhi 2004, p. 135 et. seq. 

*This paragraph subtly refers to the antics of the Sheikh after his return 
from Lake Success where he had gone as part of the Indian delegation to 
expose the case of Kashmir’s invasion by Pakstan sponsored tribesmen. 
August 9, 1953 was the culmination point of his changed mind and pressure 
of circumstances. 
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Then alone could we reach the destination that has eluded us 
thus far; then alone could the vision of Naya Kashmir dawn 
upon our younger generation of twenty-first century; then 
alone will Hindus and Muslims coexist in harmony and 
Kashmir will once again return to an atmosphere of peace 
and tranquility. The people of Kashmir will retrieve their 
heritage of unity and solidarity and will breathe the air of 
freedom in the words of saint-poet Laleh Ded: 

Shiu chhoy thaleb thaleh rozan 

Mo zan Heund teh Musalman 

Trukay chhukb soy chhay sabthas seti zan 


And Nund Rishi says: 


Aksay melis majib benden 


I wish we could follow what our distinguished poet 
Ghulam Ahmad Mahjoor said: 

Nyay treview maay theview paneb weyn 

Poz mobabbat begereview paneh weyn 

Heund shaker dod chbub Musalman saf saf 

dod the beyib shakkar ralewiew paneb weyn. 


In short while referring to our bright and radiant past, 
I would consider it my moral duty to state that 1 am not a 
scholar or a versatile writer. My purpose is not to make a 
show of erudition, which I never had. I have been a humble 
political activist throughout my life. My aim is to record my 
experiences and reminiscences in simple words and to 
reflect the painful soul of Kashmir to my readers, and 
particularly to those who induced and encouraged me to put 


them in black and white. 
Reshi Dev 


> Period of Many Hopes 
1. The Perio Mie 1047) 


aris $0 
lt was the summer of 1931. The weather was aac 
Was political] atmosphere in Kashmir. Rumours oes Seated 
One following the other. Soon an atmosphere of aa ie 
began to loom large and people hitherto warm >. esi 
another began to withdraw to their shell: they began : are 
al One another with distrust. Everybody seemed to be io tk 
in a state of Whispers and suspense. Inexplicably onc 
that the air had become somewhat sufling. sp ith 
At this point of time I was just a schoo] going lad is ca 
class. A rumour spread in our Village that something ae 
had happened in the city (Srinagar). Twenty-two eae 
were said to have fallen to the bullets of the police in an ee 
Central jail!, This Caused great anguish and clejection peg 
the people and 4 wave of anger Swept the entire yng “Hh 
people of Zainapors, a rural locality 50 kilometers to the sas a 
of Srinagar, also expressed their deep anguish and She Fs 
this heart-rending lagedy. A wave of displeasure against : 
Maharaja? swept the minds of the people. Members of ae 
majority community in Kashmir were not only angry and * 
of hatred against the Maharaja of Kashmir but also sara 
nursing similar sentin Sainst the members of the minot . 
community. This was Perhaps the Teason why the Hindus 0 


1ents a 


See 
'The incident refers to the 

imprisoned in the Central j 

autocratic regime of the 
“Hari Singh 


re = eoinertcand 
firing on Political activists detainec 
ail, These Activists h 


aint the 
ad risen in revolt against 
day, 
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the valley were beset with fear and apprehension of sorts. 
I distinctly remember that the Hindus of my village were also 
under a spell of fear and insecurity. One could sense that 
they were apprehensive of those whom they called their 
brethren. The situation in the valley had come to this sordid 
state of affairs. 

In order to express their anger against the Maharaja for the 
killings in Srinagar central jail, a large crowd of emotionally 
surcharged and volatile people had attacked the minority 
community in Vichar Nag.' Some of their houses were set on 
fire. Cases of arson took place at some more places in which 
the Hindus were targeted. In particular, the Hindu business 
community in Maharaj Ganj’ locality in Srinagar was viciously 
vandalized, and in the twinkling of an eye, its flourishing 
bazaar was wrecked. 

This was the situation in the city. The villages, too, were 
not spared. In our neighbouring town of Shupiyan, the majority 
community staged anti-Maharaja demonstrations and brought 
Out a massive rally. A police officer, named Madhav Kaul 
Was trying to pacify the surging crowds. The demonstrators 
overpowered him and trampled him to death on spot. The 
lynching of this police officer belonging to the Pandit 
community intensely scared entire Hindu population of the 
area. Today they were scared of their own brethren who, 
until recently, had shown them love and affection. Everybodys 
heart seemed to be filled with hatred, anger and mistrust. 


—_—_ 

'A locality, close to Soura, the birthplace of Sheikh ‘Abdullah, Vichar Nag 
was the first halting station for the Kashmiri Hindus proceeding on 
pilgrimage to the holy Gangabal. There was a temple and an improvised rest 
house in the proximity of Vichar Nag spring, which was held in reverence hy 
the pilgrims and they usually bathed in its water. The small Hindu minority of 
Vichar Nag gradually migrated to the inner parts of the city of Srinagar after 
they faced attacks during 1931 riots. 

“The famous business centre at Zaina Kadal in Srinagar. Many Punjabi 
srepneepers had their shops in this market and they were doing wholesale 

dUSINeSS. 
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The Hindus and Muslims were gradually distancing oo - eae 
other and the dome of religious tolerance was showing cracks 
and cleavages. . ih ae 
The fact is that there were several reasons for the i a 
bitterness, disappointment and distancing between ine , ee 
and Muslim communities in the State, Kashmiri Muslims \\ ; 3 
made to believe that if there Was at all any hindrance i: at 
Way of putting an end to the rule of the Maharaja - sence 
it Was only the Hindu minority community.! The | lindus W oy 
made to believe that the liquidation of the autocratic rule 


. ‘ #) as LOS , ae c 10n of 
the Maharaja would end UP IN giving rise lo a situal 


ink that they 
uncertainty for them. As such they began to think that 


were insecure Without the Mahar 


a t ay ay < “s,? 
aja at the helm of affair | 
; Ter: ges 
This sense of fear was not totally unfounded. After all, pag 
of the history of tw 


O or three centuries in the immediate i 
were open to them. They had not forgotten the LEROY ne! 
©ppression unleashed on them during the rule of the Cha _ 
and Pathans. Those atrocities were still fresh in their ie Re 
They had begun to fee] that whatever little respite they ha 


; i o be 
been able to find under the Dogra rule was gong to 


i 


‘Generally Kashmir valley majority associated the Hindus of Kashmir hy 
Indian presence in Kashmir. This is reflected in the Sheikh’s gee 
Alash-i- Chinar\ut very wrongly. It is strange that the largest beneficiaries 
Indian presence in Kashmir were 
their leaders but the 


| 

r soo atthe eR > anc 

the members of the majority grouy the 
: “SteDS O 

Y Managed to bring the onus to the doorsteps ¢ | in 

The , ; ‘wien nveritil 

minuscule minority of Hindus of Kashmir. India was instrument 


wresting power from the Dogra ruler and handing it over to the ane 
whose third generation continues to hold it by teeth asa family estate aes 
the thin veneer of democracy. The worst part of the story is that Shen 
leadership always tried to Project the existence of a minuscule iva 
minority in Kashmir as its secularist symbol. This fallacious and disastrot t 
slogan of Myopic Indian Neo-coloni:alists Carried in its fold the death yieaies 
for the helpless Pandit religious minority. Their extirpation from the! 
quel to the Nonsensical “secular symbolism. 


homeland in 1990 is a se 
at these apprehensions were not unfounded. 


“History 
“2 . ‘ kar Chak 
€rsion of Sanskrit word Chakra. Lank: 


: , it so 
amMara leader from Drav. He had sougl 


has shown th 
‘Chak is distorted Vv 


(Alamkarachakra) Was au D 
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Wrapped up.! A handful of Kashmiri Hindus close to the 
corridors of power felt that the liquidation of autocratic rule 
of the Maharaja meant the end of their position of influence. ° 
They knew that with the reins of political power passing into 
the hands of the masses of people, they would lose the few 
privileges they hitherto enjoyed unhindered.“ 

The main reason leading to two communities distancing 
from each other was that the cry for freedom in Kashmir clid 
not come from streets and lanes (as is the case with mass 
movements). It came from the mosques and shrines where 
people congregated in the name of religion and religious 
appeal. This left lithe space for Kashmiri Hindus who would, 
eventually get marginalized. Ironically, their marginalization 
was despite the fact that it were they who had raised the 
issue of protection of the rights of Kashmiris at a time when 
Kashmiri Muslims did not even think of political freedom let 


_ 


—Sa ee 


++ Raja Suh Dev’s help and had settled with his clan in Trehgam. 
See Rajatarangini viii, 2482-83 and Tarikb-i-Kasbmir by Hasan Shah 
P. 217. Kaji Chak (Kanchan Chakra.) was instrumental in unleashing 
oppression against the Hindus in Kashmir. See Babaristan-t- Shabi, (infra) 
relevant portions.. Chaks were active during the reign of Sultan Fath Shah 
and iso during the period when Musa Raina was functioning as vizier. 

Tt is a fact of history that after the advent of Islam in Kashmir around A.D. 
1339, the only period during which the Hindus of the valley lived without 
actual fear to their life and honour was the one century of Dogra rule (1846 
~ 1947). The rest of Kashmir history is replete with oppression of the Hindus. 
See Babaristan-i-Shahi, te and annotated by K.N. Pandit, Calcutta 1990. 
See also Kashmir and its people, (ed.) M.K. Kaw, New Delhi 2004, p. 135. 
See Tohfatu l-Abbab (MS) Br. Museum, London. 

thas to be reminded that while there were handful of Pandit petty 
sovernment officials during the reign of Hari Singh who might have thought 
that way, but there was a vast majority of those who had walked shoulder to 
shouldr with political activists demanding the ouster of autocracy and its 
replacement by a popular government. In fact the freedom movement was 
essentially the brainchild of Kashmri Pandits who had gone to Lahore for 
educational pursuits in the first decade of the 20th century and had formed 
a group to chalk out the structure and plan of the movement. They were also 
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alone initiating a struggle for it.' It were the pacpaape ae 
who had brought pressure on Dogra regime in the birst ree 
of 20th century that no non-state subject should be inde ats 
into the service of the state government. It were Bags it 
had pleaded for disallowing non-state subjects the estoy at 
of landed property in the state. Maharja Hari Singh casa 
these demands after much hesitation, and in 1927, ine es 
Subject Notification was issued, It is this bistoris nae | e 
has helped the State Maintain its special status in one pes 
the other even after acceding to the Indian Union In Ape 
This was made possible only because of the efforts 0 ks 
Kashmiri Hindus. It is an irony that today while the prin 
beneficiaries of this measure of far-reaching gu gis sae 
are the Muslims of Kashmir, the Kashmiri Hindus have em 

extirpated from their homeland. Under a different aes 
meticulously chalked out by the planners, religion and be ae 
in Kashmir were getting mixed up. One can say that It a 
the misfortune of Kashmir that at that crucial hour of ae 
contemporary history, there was no clear-headed politicie 
who could give this political movement a right direction. 


---In touch with Sir Muhammad Iqbal, the famous poet and ee 
Influential families among Pandit Diaspora in other parts of India ra 
Lucknow, Allahabad, Dehli, Amritsar and Jaipur lent strong support to 
ideas of a popular rule for Kashmir. 

‘It is believed that the section of gove 
Hindus during the reign of M 
of a law by virtue of which no 


rnment employees among ae 
aharaja Pratap Singh had initiated the Pale 
Non-state subject could be enrolled in the $ a 
Services. Of course the Hindus wanted to protect their interests Ke ‘he 
Passing of law was immensely heneficial to the Muslim population © i 
State as well. This law of State subject became the basis of conceding spe 
Status to Jammu & Kashmir State in the Indian Constitution. 

“See Annexure | 
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Abdullah who was the towering le 
history. This is Precise 
namely Kashyapa Ban 
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ark on the real intentions of 


. ‘i ; shmif 
ader at this point of time in pee 
ly the view of a close political associate of the § 


. e ‘yell. 
dhu. See his letters published by Kashmir Senti 
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Rada i" poe heavyweight who could have infused 
Ra ence Gace aie the movement for strengthening 
gene oe stability of the state instead of allowing 
sess is morass of religious frenzy. Poverty and 
AamaiGH es ; ; ie ad story of only the Muslims of the State. 
Rt ae was also seriously debilitated by these 
households a4 : own family was one of He wore 
ee = lose were the days of great hardship for us SO 
miracle. Wh: oe ctw Os qiere meal was nothing short of a 
lot of the et mean to emphasize is that in no case was the 
anne indus better than that of any other community in 
ashmir.! 


ee 
'S 
oon ine ae a tet : 
of nea biased Kashmiri historians have inte 
oO ; j q 4 , « 
in the oe i struggle in Kashmir. One glaring distortion says th 
alley were living a better < -Vife j ue 
Muslims, g a better and prosperous life in compariso 


ntionally distorted the history 
at the Hindus 
n to the 


2. My Early Life 


I was born in May 1917 in a poor peasant family in eae 
Zainpora. I spent my childhood in my family in that ie 
Zainpora is situated ata distance of 9 kilometers oe 
Bijbehara' on the bank of Tongri stream. This village — rape 
by Kashmirs famous and popular ruler Sultan Rah 
‘Abidin?. The village takes its name (Zainpora) after him. zis 
early schooling was in my village. In comparison ae : 
neighbouring villages, Zainpora had the privilege ts 
primary school in those days. Parents of ae 
villages sent their kids to Our primary school. In the es . 
area, a lower middle school existed only in Bijbehara. A # 
completing the Primary school in Zainpora village, | ee 
that lower middle school. The distance of 9 kilometers ned 
lay between my village and Bijbehara had to be covered i 
foot twice a day. Evidently it was a tiresome and are 
exercise for a ten year old lad. But IT had great urge a 
education and learning. I agreed to face all difficulties with ; 
smile. After completing the 6th standard in Bijbehara Schoo}, 
I wanted to continue my education and, therefore, had to 
Move to Anantnag, the district headquarter, 


'Vijayeshwara Belareh of Rajatarangini, (tr. Stein) vol. .ii, p.463. ean 
Shihabu'd-Din (A.D. 1359 — 1378) destroyed its massive temple. Baharista 
t-Shahi, (tr.) K.N, Pandit, Calcutta, 1991, p. 34 He 

"A.D 1422 — 1473. Kashmiris know him by his pet name of Bud Shah. 


. : ves or 
built towns, Canals, and bridges and did Many works of public utility. F 
details see Baharistan, OPp.cit. p 59 et al. 
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There existed two private schools in the entire clistrict of 
Anantnag; these were the Hanafiyyeh' School and the 
Mission? High School. Apart from these, there was also a 
8Overnment Central School where education up to 7th 
Standard was imparted. I took admission in the Mission High 
School but owing to financial and other constraints, 
| had lo give up my studies half way. It was beyond the 
financial Capacity of my parents to rent me a room in 
Anantnag. Those were the days when my family lived from 
hand to mouth. Apart from this, the thinking of the people in 
those days was quite different. Unlike what we find today, 
they were not seriously interested in encouraging their 
children to receive education. My father and grand father, 
though not having any formal education, had been trained in 
traditional Pandit lore. They eked out a living by taking up 
their ancestral profession of peasantry. All this forced me to 
Sive up my educational career half way. 

For about a year or little more, I was in my home lending a 
helping hand to my parents in their daily chores of life. 
My burning desire for formal education had been dashed to 
8round. Lahore was a reputed centre of education in those 
days. For this reason that city had acquired fame throughout 
Northern India. I had heard much about its fame and 
'mMpulsively felt a fascination for this seat of learning. 


| ical s - Abu 
The Sunni Hanati sect that adhered to the theological school of | 
point of time. These 


Hanifa, Opened Hanafiyyeh schools in Kashmir at that ie 
Schools were the precursors of darsgahs, the Jamaat-e-Islamt se . ~ 
Kashmir, which played a very significant role in sensitizing Wah s 
religious feelings among the Sunni Muslims. Religious extremist pena 
*ontemporary times, being the ardent supporters of militancy are ae in : 
the alumni of Jamaat-e-Islami schools of which Maulana Mowdoodi was 


Ounder. ee 
_ “Both Catholic and Protestant missionaries had opened educat shing 
institutions in Kashmir. In Baramulla, Mill Hill Fathers ran a flourts te 
Mstitution called St. Josephs High School, which, later 0n, was ane al 
to Degree College level, There also existed a Convent with a hospi 
attached to it. 
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F its 
I nursed a desire of going to Lahore and drinking from tt 
fountains of knowledge. —— h centcentin Oe a 
Sometimes it happens that nature facilitates i ae cape 
burning desires somewhere deep inside ro ie ae 
favoured me and in 1936 — a decade pae found 
independence — when | was only 19 aka he Lahore 
myself heading towards this centre of mines Scenes 
I sought admission in Dayanand Brahma Maha tia 
In this institute I came into contact with te poe with 
Occasionally, | exchanged views on life and its etal 
them. Included among a galaxy of learned men were hal 
Dutt Amrit Dhara, Rai Bahadur Badri Das, Lala Khus 


é 
Chand, and Vishwa Bandhu. Lala Khushhal Chand was th 

Owner of the Milap. In his associ 
the Arya Samaj school of thought.! 
Studying the lite 
literature, Povert 


articles 
ial development. These carpet 
of hope and expectation. 4” 


Arya Samaj movement was a very strong socio-religious dto 


and 
: ; elven iety an 
Ssentially aimed at purging Hindu ed a in 
rituals. It aimed at restoring pure Vedic ale in 
Hindu religion. [ts S Were staunch nationalists and played a 

the freedoy a. 
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much patriotic fervour. Their sacrifices infused a spirit of 
Patriotism in the youth of the country to do something for the 
motherland. Having heard of those stories and having read 
them in published material, I, too, was gripped by a desire of 
Making solid sacrifice for the country. Gradually, I began to 
dream of the freedom of our motherland and its 
development. Holding these dreams close to my heart 
I returned to Kashmir after spending some time in Lahore. 

On my return to Kashmir, I found that the Muslim 
Conference! was fighting for the rights of the Muslim 
community only. It was asking for more representation of the 
Muslims in State services. Muslim Conference was also 
Claiming to be the voice of the freedom movement. The right 
of land Ownership of the tillers was its second aim. In those 
days the land was the property of the Maharaja alone. 


Yovak Sabha 


Some Hindu youth of Srinagar, who had drawn advantage 
from English education, established a social organization 
famed Kashmiri Pandit Yovak Sabha. Its aim was to bring 
about SOcial reform in Hindu society. The organization 
worked more for social reform and evinced only marginal 
Interests in politics of the state.’ 

Occasionally, the Yuvak Sabha would take anti-Maharaja 
Stance on some isolated issue for which the British extended 
their COvert support to them.*? Deep inside, the British did not 
like the Maharaja. Especially, in regard to Gilgit, they were 


‘Muslim Conference was a state level political party mostly goes us 
the Mirpuri Muslims. It was actually the local version of All India ne a 
5 Sague, Maulavi Abbas was its prominent leader and Sheikh Abdulla 
!0ined it when he began his political career after resigning as @ nee We 
State Education Department. See Atash-e-Chinar, the biography 0 ® 


Sheikh, . 
bey i ¢ time ha 
conntyapa Bandhu, the stalwart Hindu reformist leader of the 
ake led himself in this organization. _ 
dence to supp? 


as The author does not provide any cone 
SSettion. ( Translator). 
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oi Sharh ‘essure 
highly suspicious.’ As such. they tried to Se ede 
on the Maharaja. Therefore they covertly sim * kag ON 
revolt, protest or agitation against Ee era ta f 
token, they encouraged the Muslim Soe taaee, 3 eat &f 
Around 1931, the Muslim press in Lahore re | a. ” 
virulent Propaganda against the Maharaja. a La 
thousands were distributed carrying a litany ol a cathe 
and stories of Oppression against Kashmiri Muslims. 
Purpose of this camp 
Maharaja. He was all 


bureaucracy, In D 


; 1€ 
aign was to incite the people Lea 
eged to be under the influence * did 
ecember 1930, a meeting of Al ated 
Muslim Conference took place in Lahore. ete, m 
young Muslim delegates Participated in it. On theil Sa: ae 
Jammu, they launched series of protest rallies ein ernie 
Maharaja. It did not generate too much of impact in igegs 
but the fact remains that the British rulers were alwé 


P "y . 4 > > araja O 
looking for making things complicated for the Mah 
Kashmir. 


'The second and third dec 
the British Indian rulers to 
Central Asia into Kashmir. 
Carving Gilgit Agency out « 
direct administr 


Lane ete 
- . ry 2 < tuvilies 
ade of 20th century saw heightened ac 


“ce from 
check possible infiltration of Soviet annem 
One of the preventive measures ate + into 
f Gilgit Wazarat around 1935 and na a) oa 
ative control, Gilgit Commiserate Se ae Sica 
administration of the Agency. Gilgit Scouts were raised from among th 
youth but were commanded by the British Officers, ae Wid ime 

“Actually the British began to suspect Maharaja Hari Singh from 
when he declared in a conference of the 
was “first a patriot and then 
ways to denigrate the Mah 


at he 
Indian princes in London ee 
a subject of the British Empire”. se ae 
araja Was to suppress his progressive ae im ms 
various walks of life and in legislating some Progressive measures leading 


- heen 
amelioration of the condition of the People. I understand a book has re 
recently published on Maharaja Hari Singh. There is a growing ee tat 
among scholars, including some leftists that the history of Maharaja 

ared 
ct. Is it not ironical] that Maharaja Hari Singh, the autocrat, epee 
himself first a Patriot and then the subject of the British Empire while oa a 
lar leader was almost prepared to go by the advice 


= 29 
ape Ade hagas ; er Try 1992! 
» the American politician running for presidency in 


See Annexure III, 
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The Glancy Commission, appointed after the riots of 1931, 
submitted its report (to the State government).’ By way of 
reaction to it, the Yuvak Sabha initiated an agitation, which is 
Known as Roti Agitation. On becoming public, the Glancy 
Commission report sent a wave of insecurity to the Hindu 
community of Kashmir. They came together to protect their 
nghts and interests. 


Yuvak Sabha I 


After my return from Lahore, | felt a desire to do something 
for the people. There existed only two platforms in the 
Valley, and these were of the Muslim Conference and Yuvak 
Sabha. Of the two options before me I could choose only the 
Yuvak Sabha. This is how I became a member of its 
Executive Council. 

Yuvak Sabha was essentially active in urban Srinagar. The 
fact is that it was an organization limited to a specific class of 
the Pandits of Srinagar. 1 was unfamiliar with their urban life 
and its style.2 Members of this organization were as much 
Unaware about the life in villages as I was about theirs. They 
had not even the remotest idea of the problems ane 


difficulties of rural people. They had no idea about the 
backwardness of villages in Kashmir.* There is a world of 
1 Kashmir of those 


difference between the life style in rura 


_—— 


ae : sung 
; Chis report was lopsided and carried communal undertones sai hi 
‘ inistrative § . 
. tthe Hindus dominated bureaucracy and administrative cae the 
oleate ’ . «lt j ‘ x. : 
ate. Glancy was a senior officer of Indian Civil Service and carrie 


™ssion of the British rulers. I 

Tt is said that rural-urban divide in the valley was tue not only for ; f 
Hindu but for the Muslim segment as well. One of the glaring suae ee 
Ongoing militancy is that a sizable group of rural Muslim affluent class nas 
shifted to the city of Srinagar and new ‘rural-urban elite has aes 
Maintaining close social. economic and matrimonial ties among themse sr 
i: n the other hand, the Hindus in exile have also found gradual erosion 

= a divide that existed while they lived in the valley. 4J| far behind the 
ltteitt, rural areas in all the three regions of the State are stl 

Fegions in all walks of life. 
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atta 
days and of today. Life in rural areas then ice ahi ad 
complicacies and difficulties. Take my jane ue 
completing my education in Zainpora Pe ees salen 
lo foot a distance of 18 kilometers to and fro euch day ‘ives 
tO continue my studies in the sixth grade. Medical se ae 
were totally lacking in villages. An allopathic dispensary Wé 
set up in Zainpora after many years of struggle. ips oA Oo 
In this connection | sull remember a painful ee A 
The Health Department had rented our house for ten ae 
a month to open a dispensary. But the doctor in capi oat ae 
dispensary told us that only five rupees would be eae ‘a 
by Way of monthly rent. It meant that as owners of the ho ; st 
we had to rest content with only half of the amount of ei 
Officially sanctioned. Considering it unjust, we did not so 
to the doctors Proposal. Later on the doctor played a as 
with us and as 4 result only three rupees a month were ns 
as house rent, This we came to know after a lapse of es 
months when we were paid forty eight rupees for the hous | 
rented to the health department, Then another governmen 
Official came to us and offered to extend his help for gettin 
the amount of rent increased, He took two bundles of barbe 


i ; ¢ la Pa e = 1 pie he 
wire from us for fencing his orchard. This was the bril 
wanted because aft 


Such was the state 


signed, we were to pay back the 
half as interest, which made r 
e time of receiving the amount O 
lly paid only forty-seven rupees: 
ng is that all those involved in this ie 
€re Hindus. Every poor man was 4 
UPpression in the dispensation pee 

time: there was no question of a 
Hindu ora Muslim. 


3. Kashmir Peasantry 


It is totally wrong and baseless to say that prior to 1947 
“very Hindu in Kashmir was a usurer and that every Muslim 
Was a victim of Oppression and injustice.! Oppressors and 
©PPpressed were there in both communities. Also, there were 
4 handful of people in both communities who practiced usury 
ANd vadi dari meaning precisely loaning grains against 
interest, Unfortunately, a large majority of people subsisted 
©n and became victims of this evil practice. Likewise, loan 
Seekers were to be found in both the communities. Interest 
charged ©n a sum of one hundred rupees ranged between 
(hirty-six and seventy-five rupees per year. In the case of 
loarders (vadi dari) the principal amount usually had to be 
‘“Paid by calculating its one and half as payable amon 
Actually this amount had to be paid in kind and not in cash. 
Hindus and Muslim both had become victims of this 
tyrannical dispensation. The worst victims were the acest 
ae Of the rural Hindu population belonged to this seni 

©; belonged to the family of peasants. In those days it w 
oy difficult for a peasant to make both ends meet after 
hen’ Put in his hard labour in tilling the land se eites 
of i Peasantry essentially depended on the  aallute of 
ging Ure. Rains at proper time meant a good crop. 

Meant total wastage of a peasants labour. 2 
© life of Peasants was fraught with many seve 


‘ae 


This is Aedvte ct shmir rior to 
Sis 33 . : ;in Kashmir p 
1947, YNE Unveiling of distortion of ground realities in 
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ent and 

hardships. They had to bear the whip of the Aeetie. ple 
the vagaries of nature. Irrigation system was ae ie ane 
in our rural area had to go to Rishi Nagar in order to vi sre 
water of Vishu! into the irrigation canal. Landholc a i 
peasants both had to go at least four to five times a hee 
direct the flow of water. Hindus and Muslims all ane. pase 
together to undertake this task. It was a Sees ae eich 
them. My family always took lead in such enterp! yi in ae 
occasions clearly showed that the two COMEUTIAES eae 
village were not apart. Villagers Sew TEKS had as fale 
common to all and the Hindus and Muslims in rural wy a 
worked hand in hand to resolve these common problems. ‘ 
father Nath Ram, being the Nambardar? and nie 
landholder of the village, always took the lead in under ea 
works of public utility, During my childhood the Sean: 
Muslims of the village always jointly undertook the irrigé 
work and other matters of common interest. be Waal 

Members of both communities stood hand in hand in oe id 
events like marriage and death, happiness and despair ay : 
Situations of natural calamities. If they had to mount gee ‘hie 
their village against the burglars or if they had to mes 
Oppressive measures of a government functionary, they king 
in unison. People of both communities were hard wo! an 
and painstaking. Communal harmony was strong hed 
Spontaneous so that people, irrespective of the faith ee 
professed, visited and paid obeisance at the es os 
whatever community these belonged. They participate” at 
the urs and other religious festivities, be it the See 
the shrine of Shamsud-Din Baghdadi or the Dargah of A! 


Se 
‘In Kulgam Tehsil. 
*The head of the vill 


rjs tO 
is duty 15 
18¢ 1s Called nambardar or mugqaddam.. His d 

report to authorities 


ad to 
any major incident in the Village that may tee a 
disruption of law and order, collect annual or bi-annual revenue, 2 sieanicy 
conduit between the administration and the public, provide consu 4 pe 
Service to government Officials Especially of revenue department 20 
witness to all Major events in the Village. 
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Kabir! (in village Vachi)?, or at Hindu shrines of Varnag of 
Avnereh. 

As stated earlier, a major problem in the villages was the 
lack of medical facilities. I, too, have suffered on this count. 
My mother left me and my brothers and sisters at an early age 
of thirty-one. Her illness was not really fatal. She was 
suffering from a sore for which no cure was available around 
our locality. If there could be a possibility of finding a cure to 
her illness somewhere away from home, we could not afford 
it because of our stark poverty and lack of resources. Death 
snatched away my mother from us at the prime of her youth 
Just for want of proper medical aid at proper time. 

In the entire tehsil (sub-district), there existed no 
8Overnment or private school. In the town of Anantnag, there 
Was a Government Central School where students could 
Study up to the 7th standard only. Unemployment was 
rampant. A few literate persons of the village could, at the 

€st, manage to secure the job of a patwari (and record 
Keeper ) or of a peon. Communication system was far worst 
A journey from Zainapor to Shupiyan or Kulgam of Bijbehars 
OF any other place was possible only either on foot or on 
horseback. 
_ Social life was infested with superstition; illiteracy bred 
‘8NOrance and obstinacy among the people. A Pere 
afflicted with fever was castigated believing that a aimee 
Some evil spirit had entered into his or her body. strange ea 
Curious methods were adopted to banish the evil spirit or Me 


eee ho first 

IN; : ‘ ‘ siqnary who Hi 
a oe ‘Ali Hamadani, is the well-known ae sere: te 
“led Kashmir j j reign of Sultan QU Se 
rin A.D. 1381 during the reig tana), where he was 


leld in ph; 
" in high esteem as a divine. See also Tarikh pee 
Sayyid ‘Ali Hama ae 
eal i ru printed! 
oy the invading hordes of Timur, see the fiz Abru p 
Tan, r 
; ; Hamadani $ 
1¢ o Sultan had given the village in endowment to Ali H 
SPice there. 
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ghost. Sometimes red chili powder was Guyot, ors to “ 
nostrils of the patient. When a “ghost-afflicted” patient we : 
taken to a Maulavi, he would say that the evil spirit was that ° 
a Hindu and as such would be scared away by the hair i ; 
cows body. In the sarne manner, a Pandit cured a ee 
patient by making him drink water into which the ron ? ir P 
boar was dipped. He was told that the evil spirit was < : 
Muslim and would take to its heels as soon as it drank the 
water into which the tooth had been immersed. 

Thus the cure of most ailments was sought in nee: 
generally resulting in the death of innocent and ee 
people. By and large, the people had become Pee 
superstitions and totems. There did exist an odd indigenot j 
medical practitioner (bakim) who practiced the ES 
medicine (tibb) and Greek medicine but only a handful i 
people could benefit from his profession.'! No such medica 
practitioner existed in our area. * 

In villages people mostly drew water from local sae 
our area people in dozens of villages in Ram Pathri used as 
water of ponds for drinking purposes. Quadrupeds also 
drank from these sources. Apart from this, people bathed . 
its water and even washed their clothes in it. In Tong"! 
Nullah* some people used spring water and in Zainapora also 
spring water was available. 


Usury 


ed, ; ho 
The condition of peasants was miserable. A peasant W 
r or & 

took a loan of one hundred rupees from a moneylender © 


ee 


'It was generally called Tibb-e Unanime 
come to the Muslims through the 
Iranians had brought it to K 
Greek. J&k Governme 
Arabic Manuscripts o 


i had 

aning the Greek medicine. It aie 
. : - n. 

translation of the works of Gale “ni OF 
ashmir and hence it came to be called Uné 


. *4¢ 1 an 
nt Research Library preserves many Persial 
n Un 


‘In Shupiyan area 
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hoarder had to pay back anything between one hundred and 
fifty to two hundred rupees. He would sign a document to 
that effect. The moneylender issued no receipt for a small 
amount like five rupees or ten rupees, which the debtor paid 
back by way of installment for the liquidation of the debt. He 
had not the courage to ask for a receipt. As the amount of loan 
decreased while paying back in regular installments, the 
moneylender would become unhappy. He would take the 
case to a court of law and manage to obtain a decree for one 
and a half or even twice the principal amount plus the 
expenses of litigation. No repayment was considered valid in 
absence of a receipt. This was how the moneylenders and 
hoarders looted the poor peasants. 

[am reminded of an incident. A poor person named Amma 
Chowpan of our village had taken a loan of sixty rupees from 
a moneylender against a written document for ninety rupees. 
Even after paying back eighty rupees, he had to continue 
Paying further installments of ten or five rupees TO the 
moneylender for which the latter did not give him any 
receipt. There was a dispute on some matter between the 
two and the moneylender filed a suit against Amma 
Chowpan. After a number of hearings, the court issued its 
verdict against Amma Chowpan. He was ordered to pay 
ninety rupees to the moneylender plus the costs. This 
happened because he did not possess any receipt for the 
amounts he had paid in installments. This was the sordid state 
Of justice at that point of time. To a large extent, illiteracy 
among the people also contributed to their destitution and 
this hurting situation. 

A certain person named Khizar Bh 
He was a known moneylender and most of the peasants 11 
©ur localities had fallen into his trap. | am reminded of 
another sordid story. A poor peasant in Fateh Pora, Anantnag 
decided to sell two kanals' of land in order to raise some 
Money needed for the marriage of his grown UP daughter. 


at lived in our area. 


i 
k ‘ uare feet. 
| kanalis equal to 20 marlas and one maria is equal to 220 squar fe 
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>nce in 
A vadi dar of the village enjoyed considerable Sette: 
that locality. He got a wink that the peasant eng Vee a 
land to raise funds for his daughters marriage. He ae pee 
to his place and showed him much sympathy ae, i eae 
not to sell his land. He pretentiously told him that t ie Sai 
not only his daughter but a daughter of the pga ed 
He further said that as long as he was there, the oe eee 
no need to sell his land. He promised to i aS that 
adequate amount of money on very reasonable i ha saline 
the peasant could return the money in vee Te Sceet 
girl was married. The document showed that the b ee 
would pay one and a half times the principal amon : S dlek 
after the marriage of the peasants daughter, the ge ad 
demanded of him to return his money saying ae - wae 
preparing to go on hajj pilgrimage. The poor Sak one 
now in a very difficult situation; the buyer who hac ci 
interest in his land was no more willing to buy Aten 
entreaties to the moneylender made no impact on the ‘ ee 
Finally, the peasant proposed to sell the same land to hit sal 
which he had earlier found a customer, With the poe of 
was payable, the moneylender made him sell three ee ie 
two kanals. After snatching three kanals from the ba. . 
through fraud and deceit, the moneylender nay sae 
Mecca to perform hajj. Back from hajj, he sent his mnie’ an 
to the peasant and asked him to lend his pair of bulloc se 
one day to till the land. The hurt peasant refused to Sed 
saying that after having lost so much of land, was par we 
some amount outstanding against him so that he had a ie it 
his pair of bullocks free of rent? The moneylende! he 
insulted. He had the document that bore the promise of fe 
peasant to pay one: and a half times the principal amou st 
He filed a suit in the court of law and the verdict went coenet 
the peasant directing him to pay one and a half times ie 
principal amount plus the costs. It meant disastour for ¢ 


are 
poor peasant. People in the neighbourhood were fully aw 
of the matter, T 


ss 
hey, too, felt sad and depressed by such gf 
injustice, 
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Peal person of village Kamar used to pay occasional 
1is village. He was aware of the oppression inflicted 
by the moneylender on the poor peasant. Taking pity on the 
victim, he said loudly in the courtroom that instead of the 
peasant the decree for payment of the said amount may be 
issued in his name. He submitted to the judge that the decree 
in question was totally unjust to the peasant. He warned that if 
that was the state of justice, then the earth should split into 
two parts. But the law tied down the hands of the judge. 
He could not uphold the request of the saintly person. 
However, the saintly person paid the installments of the 
amount to the moneylender from his own pocket. 


Entrenched landlordism 


- This is how, in those days landlo 
€ social structure of Kashmir. In our area, 
iii a large landed property in Sangran. In Tulkhun, the 
B azirs possessed a huge jagir. The Razdans? held a jagir in 
oo in Shupiyan and in Borajpora in Pulwama tehsil; 

ziz Mir held a huge jagir. Most of the peasants in this area 
Uu : S , . 
oe depended on the munificence of this Aziz Mir either 
re) oe 

r small cash loans or for support to tilling the land. 
la So far an impression has been created that prior to 1947 
: asi CGagirdars) in Kashmir were only the Hindus. It was 
; SO said that all Hindus were landlords. Both of these 
mae are incorrect. It reflects only communal way of 
ebay This false impression was generally created by 
: Ose members of the majority community who, for their 
ea interests, were bent upon stoking the fires of 

mmunal disharmony right from 1947.” 

a 

‘A minic . ee 

Raa and a landlord during Maharja Pratap Singh’s limes. 

But an is the sub-cast of Kashmiri Hindus. ae 
Ponul: the author does not give any ‘ndication which segment ol hee ee 
ae SE had “vested interests” and fanned the flames of comme ie 
oe From what he states in pages to follow it ts clear that even mane 
ioe to be secular indulged in communal politics 1 Kashm 

leir vested interests were involved. 


rdism was entrenched in 
Diwan Badrinath' 
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;, Man 

The fact is that landlords were not only ee anata ae 
Muslims possessed large chunks ee eas did. For 
peasants precisely in a way the classica : se tne Kel 
example, Salam Shah and Mirza Musafa Kullo oaetaindie: 
and Abdul Ghani Makroo and Shaban Makroo of G - ee 
Kulgam were big landlords and money SngeTS: eee any 
of Manzipora, Shupiyan was also in the same ra | attiste 
possessed vast landed property. This is to say that ¢ “< ac#io 
Hindus as well as Muslims among the landed aristocré 
Kashmir. ! ~iral Hindus 

Like their Muslim neighbours, most of the a Seine 
were peasants by profession. They, too, faced ant Ys 
same problems, which the peasantry in general - kei ed. the 
For example, when land revenue was to be col = ae cline 
Hindu peasant suffered the same oppression as aye Aly 
peasant did. In those days land revenue ae s aiched 
collected from the peasants. Revenue functionaries hase he 
the morsel from the hands of tillers and while ae x 
government stores, they stocked their personal ame ar 
well. Revenue functionaries like the Patwari, and a we 1 
and police functionaries showed no qualms of ue gae ny 
looting the peasants and the tenants. Nearly eighty- 
cent of rural population suffered these atrocities. 


ee no 

‘Actually the | 
demand either sation or return of theif 2 “ated 
properties. J&K State was in the Indian Union which eracic 
landlordism wit] 


ache 
; as attacl 

tout any compensation to those whose land was ¢ 
and the distributed among the tillers. 


4, Anti-Autocracy Movement 


sh rule had gained 
lim Conference was 
t was more active 
was easily 


ete struggle against the Briti 
eta Aiatae as throughout India. Mus 
in Pana pee of people in Kashmir. I 
accessible * a te Kashmir because Jammu 
and its adiolnk ah ealinoieas workers based in Lahore 
began takin ing areas.’ In 1922-23 large number of people 
(of the Ses protest rallies against the government 
some Musli des on food supplies issue. Apart from this, 
demands to a acs were repeatedly sending their 
the Salt sat Viceroy. In 1930, Mahatma Gandhi launched 
received ee vane (non-violent agitation)” and this news was 
length eee one enthusiasm and interest throughout the 
S0vernment iaoas of Kashmir. When the British Indian 
went on a beri a atta Gandhi, people in Srinagar 
Observed eve Apart from the city of Srinagar, strikes were 
in the valle n in smaller towns like Anantnag and Bijbehara 

azaars of Laie shops remained closed. In the main 
It was in ena people brought out big protest rallies. 
80vernm iese rallies that slogans agains! the British 
Soil of seach were raised for the first time on the 

mir.* 


districts of 


nin which four 
pation) 


der Pakistani occU 
din the valley. 


"Actu: : 
pone the Muslims of the then Jammu regio 
Played g eee Muslim Conference (now un 

The be as This organization was not base 
i his is ave n was against imposition of tax on salt. 
48ents were - Mier esting piece of information. On the o 

extending covert support to anti-Maharja elemen's 


ne hand the British 
and on the 


Fae eit he Pra cotep tse 
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Maulavi Yusuf Shah 


re fa, -iKashmil, 
Std Ae Hagel ye aecadach ae ee eI ‘ae 
appeared on the political scene of Kashmir. pee ee 
anti-Maharaja rallies in the mosques. im youth 
of communalism swayed many educated nia i fine or 
including Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah. ee ‘na the 
communalism in his congregational speec “e ‘1 the 
mosques, he began uniting the majority ae 
valley for launching a massive anti-Maharaja ‘i hole of 
The flames of communalism gradually engulfed the 
the valley. ek he Hindus 
Thus in the background of unfolding situation, pee 
of the valley began to feel isolated from the : ee 
movement, which had been the dream of Pandit Harg 


Sanne eee ee 


: ie 
J . shim! 
ye.  Britich <Incune were mised ink 
... Other hand for the first time anti-British slogans were rai 


- on meringt 
simmer! 
H An . : P . =re sim 
This shows that both pro and anti British sentiments we 


‘appeared on 
somewhere deep in Kashmiri psyche. The Sheikh had not yet app 

the political scene of Kashmir. Sail etgee iieiee 

‘The people of Kashmir have always held the house of Mirwaiz 

respect. Maulavi Yusuf Shah w 
Abdullah as the young leader fro 
always been in focus in Kashmir 
Power in 1947 as Chief 
those who ple 
Kashmir dispu 
his scheme of 
Yusuf Shah 


= ik 
as instrumental in projecting aed t 
m Kashmir. The House of eee ate 
politics. When Sheikh spe ee, SA 
Administrator, he came down with a aa aati O 
aded for Negotiations with Pakistan for a final os Sack in 
te. He forced many of those he considered an obstru : 


things to leave Kashmir. Included 


avi 
among them were 
and Prem Nath B 


20K), 
azaz. The former went to Muzaffar aes 
y, While the latter went to Delhi where he 2 | from 
kistani Mission. Others were Lista ene 
WN person was Pandit Kanhayalal Kaul, 2 ie na 
by profession who settled down in Baramulla. His links with ae wilh 
been made the plea for his banishment, This writer freely interacte¢ the 
‘cor O 
eruption of militancy in Kashmir in 1990. A staunch radical bea 
M.N.Roy’s school and an enlightened intellectual he was disillusione 
the fanatical elements in 
Kaul was indeed an int 


learning, history, literatu 
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Kaul Khasteh! < , 

a a Bees way back in 1931. Muslim 
that the moveme munal attitude made Kashmiri Hindus feel 
in theeGEs ot i was something that went against them. 
autocratic ruler, tl - onsen Conference, more than the 
aGibeene : re Kashmiri Hindu seemed to be its enemy 
the day De of Kashmiri Hindus was that the ruler of 
of the ei en co-religionist. Thus in the eyes 
se of the seas eat miri Pandit was framed as the 

e Yu 
eee ses ae formed by the Hindus of Srinagar lacked 
organization was hanes I have already said that this 
ihe gence es panes to the Hindus of Srinagar only and 
Stinagar. In sh 7 mostly pertained to the Hindus of urban 
Carry only the aa the Muslim Conference wanted to 
carry only the urba oie with it, the Yuvak Sabha wanted to 
Bureau an lindus with it. 
iS resiee that i some activists of Muslim C 
unity and har € progice> of Kashmir depen 
different re interaction among 
contemplate 5. This realization made some © 
a common action plan.’ 


onference began 
ded on national 


the people of 
f the leaders 


Over . 
to National Conference 


In 19 
oa Muslim Conference was changed into National 
under the chairmanship of Ghulam Muhammad 


ee 
». and Pere; 
ersi 
One is sae - was a superb convers 
nde ; so ; ; 
Personality of great Victorian intellectual 


vastating humour. 


ationalist with de 
je describing his 


s whi 


1 
Aw 

ell kn 
©ontribution . Kashmir Pandit lawyet and intellectual. For his 
Sarwari’s Do _ the freedom movement in Kashmir, see Abdul Qadir 
Colours, pee Bites Do Adeeb, Amusingly Rahim Rather paints him in dar 

"This exure I. 
7 chan 3 
ge has been explained by many writers including Sheikh 


Abd 
ullah ‘ 
: Sai. 
ideology parca understanding of a freedom movement on the basis of 
than religious ferver. However, some have attributed it to 
he strong Kashmiri 


Parochial s 
€80 Of the rhe Muslim Conferenc leadership and t 
The question seldom debated is why did the Sheikh agree 


1m ee 
52 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLILICS: SOME. INSIGH'! 


bites ineaten tah 
Sadiq.’ Speaking on this occasion about este ean : 
autocratic rule, Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah iis come the 
was not only the Muslims of the State who ne ad nett 
victims of oppression. eR Muslims; 108% iat Hd state to 
oppressive dispensation. Exhorting the people of t anda 
remove the autocratic regime, he implored them to m: 
communal harmony and unily. | ait fitved' at 
National Conference continued holding protest ‘ eee 
different places. I seized an Opportunity of sehaas ca Ber 
these rallies and nursed deep yearning of becoming a pe fie 
the nationalist caravan. | distinctly retain the memory of if of 
of the rallies in which | had taken part. A memorable rally ¢ 
as aaa ‘esident O 
NC was organized in Kreeri, Anantnag. The pt eae 
Anantnag district NC namely Nabeh ji aera ig 
gathering. I listened to his speech very attentively. Wha ‘eit 
said made me think that these people precisely spoke wn d 
was in my mind. His speech painted a very healthy ‘ es 
attractive picture of our future. The spirit of fraternity 4 
National Conference and the ideology of Hindu, Muslim ne 
Sikh unity appeared to me highly appreciable, sate 
cherished ideal, For the first time in my life, I heard an 
Muhammad Abdullah addressing a gathering in the Ss 
Trunz in Shupiyan. I was immensely impressed by Shet 
Sahibs tall] Personality and his words went straight to ie 
heart. His voice created in me a burning desire of serving ¢ A 
People of Kashmir and helping them out of their predicamem. 


ae ee 
ith the 

as it anything to do wine 

author has not explained the 


ational 
nference and form Natio! 


creation of National 


Sheikh as its chief. ae 
‘Actually this was a Split and not a change. The Muslim Conference shifte 
it’s headquarter to Mirpur (now in P 
Activities, 


ut, tea satel 
OK) and continued with its polit 
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I distinctly remember that Sheikh Sahib had given a bit of 
mind to the communal forces. He had told the masses of 
People that some of the leaders were receiving a stipend 
from the Maharaja and were supporting feudal and 
reactionary forces. 

In order to prove its existence, the Muslim Conference had 
also started a campaign against the government of the day 
charging it of perpetrating atrocities on Muslim community. 
It organized rallies and carried out agitation, The British 
colonial power was exerting pressure on the Maharaja. 
It impressed upon him to bring about some administrative 
reforms. The Glancy Commission was constituted. Pandit 
Prem Nath Bazaz represented the Hindu community. After 
concluding its deliberations, the Commission, rightly OF 

rongly, made in its report some suggestions of offering 
Uslims some social, economic and political privileges. 


Roti Agitation 


mean could not elicit any relief from this report. The 
rom te hat the Commission almost snatched the morsel 
a Rae lands. They strongly believed that the Commission 

aa Yuvak Sabha was not angry only with the 

azaz a N Dut also with Prem Nath Bazaz.’ It believed that 

ommission been able to advocate their case before the 

Teport of oe nas effective manner. As a reaction to the 
A8itation kno. Glancy Commission, the Hindus initiated an 
Own as Roti Agitation in the contemporary history 


'Perh- 
unreal ee bi phe Sabha was expecting too much from Bazaz. It was 
“Ny favours or Part to expect the Glancy Commission to show the Hindus 
Parameters of i paemeL Glancy was working only within the policy 
9242 to Show hi cua colonial power. One of the reasons for Premnath 
Way they reaedh disappointment with his community members was the 
OM Mission itl im unbecomingly as their representative to the Glancy 
tout understanding the ground realities of colonization. 


tS ar 
Wes o Roy reported to have had no qualms of conscience in hurling 
az. 
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of Kashmir. The main purpose of this agitation was to 
safeguard the interests of the Hindus. The movement was 
also directed against the Maharaja and the British rulers were 
reported to have covertly encouraged it.’ The British had 
been supportive of any movement launched against the 
Maharaja. They had colonial interests; they knew that their 
intervention in Kashmir was immensely important to resist 
the growing influence of Russia. Kashmir had strategic and 
geographical importance to the designs of British 
imperialism Cin Central Asia). From here, they could maintain 
a vigil on entire Asian continent. They were aware that in 
ancient times, the Buddhist missionaries had begun the 
propagation of their faith in Central Asian region from 
Kashmir. This is the reason why the British were adamant in 
thrusting their Resident on Maharaja Pratap Singh or even 
earlier to that. They needed one or the other pretext to carry 
forward their agenda.” 

The British colonial power was ultimately successful in 
pushing forward its imperialist agenda. They established a 
British Trade Agency in Srinagar with a view to keep an eye 
on the States trade relations with Central Asia. They managed 
to obtain strategic area of Gilgit (Gilgit Agency) on lease. 
They were actively engaged in fomenting trouble in the 
valley with the purpose of bringing pressure on the Maharaja 


'This statement needs to be substantiated.. I very much doubt that this 
could have happened. The British colonial power never trusted the Pandits 
of Kashmir and considered them part and parcel of Indian national 
mainstream. 

“In fact the British Foreign Office had been insisting upon the Rajfrom the 
times of Maharaja Ranbir Singh to install its representative in Kashmir. 
Maharaja Ranbir Singh was a strong ruler and managed to forestall such 
schemes a number of times. But in Maharaja Pratap Singh, the British found 
a weakling who, despite his protestations, had not the power and the will to 
reject a proposal. Once the British Resident was installed in the capital city of 
the State, things were bound to become more complicated. The Resident 
became the second centre of power. Also see Imperialist Maneuvers in 
Kashmir 1846 - 1946, N.N. Raina, Link Publications, New Delhi. 
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and harassing him. It was to harm the tutelage of the 
Maharaja. Be it the Muslim Conference or the Yuvak Sabha or 
any other organization, as long as it raised a voice against the 
Maharaja, it received covert encouragement from the British 
agents. It is true that ordinary people of Kashmir were 
subjected to oppression in the autocratic regime of the 
Maharaja but that did not mean that the British had a soft 
corner for the masses of Kashmiri people. On the contrary, 
by widening and intensifying their interference in the 
internal affairs of Kashmir, they strove to strengthen their 
colonial rule in the sub-continent. This precisely was the 
reason for overthrowing King Amanullah Khan! in Kabul. 


As a Yuvak Sabha activist 


After 1931, I was closely associated with the Yuvak Sabha 
in its agenda for social reforms and social welfare. However, 
- after the emergence of National Conference, I found that its 

policy and programmes greatly suited my own thinking and 
ideals. My association with the Yuvak Sabha was limited to 
social welfare activities only. For example, I gave my 
unstinted support to the programme of widow re- 
and eradication of social evils.2 This Mission took me to 
village after village and household after household. I was 
instrumental in getting many young widows remarried. It was 
a bold initiative in those days of rigid social customs.'3 I had 
even to bear the wrath of my own community members 
while carrying on the task of social reforms. But I never give 


marriage 


'Visit www.afghan-web.com 
‘It should be noted that Kash 


yapa Bandhu was the foremost among the 
social reformers 


of Kashmiri Hindu community. He had been an Arya 
Samaji activist, He is responsible for introducing the sari as the formal dress 
of Pandit women replacing the baggy and awkward bheran. See also special 
issue of Vitasta dedicated to Kashyapa Bandhu , Calcutta 2004 

“Amusingly many Pandit families are observing many obsolete traditions, 
rituals and totems even after their exodus from their birthplace in 1990. The 
Hinds from Anantnag district are more traditionalists than the rest of them. 


wh Aiea ee Geet ac 
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ss Of Yore 
in to threats and intimidation. In the ee ee 
Khushipira, Manihil and Trken Wanigam, | pag ee even the 
widows get remarried. The interesting thing is s ; opoittin 
priests of Hindu community did not lend me ee had Ke 
this mission. No priest was prepared to come a _ . 
perform the marriage rites if a Hindu widow ena fie 
re-marry. They said such a step meant intringemen (ee eal 
tenets of Hindu religion and its tradition. ce cel 
Occasions, I myself performed the duties of a priest eae 
the prospective couples in a bond of ame’ i 
relationship. The result was that many widows hither sf saul 
a life of misery and destitution were given a new lea 
happy and Prosperous life. 
Apart from these 


. stings and 
activities, we organized meeting 
rallies on festival day 


Ss under the banner of Yuvak Sabha a 
Arya Samaj. In these gatherings we generally appealed = Le 
Hindu community to rid society of bad social customs anc aes 
mentality of separation and isolation. Unfortunately, a 
Pandit society of those days was very conservative. It ee 
ridden with the scourge of casteism. Its members could ine 
think of sharing food with a member of any other communi : 
OF caste. This isolationist attitude was so deep seated a 
sometimes the Pandits were not prepared to share food ae 
the Dogras. | distinctly remember that once in Mirhama 
Village, Gobind Singh and Raghunath Singh, two Rajputs 

arranged an offering (havan). ljoined them on this auspicious 
occasion and shared their food. But when I returned ae 
there, no Pandit of Chawalgam was prepared to talk to me. 


Everybody looked at me with anger and contempt. According 
to their Philosophy I was an outcast. 


eS 
'Some Dogra soldiers who were 
decided to settle q 


OWN in some parts 
had allotted them I 


ands, which remail 
€xodus in 1990. 


a sealslich ment 
Part of Dogra military Eng eh A 
of Anantnag district. The Dogra ru = 
1ed in their possession until the Hin 
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surfaced 
ispute had s 
Let me recount another story. A ape namely Bohras! 
. indu comm , h 
> two sects of Hinde know why 
tween the two sec seaeanted ip 
: 5 Bohoras) and Brahmans. The Bohras a 


sects 
; ‘then both the 

the Brahmans refused to dine with them whe 

} 4 c ry ‘ 


ay, the Brahmans 
adhered to Hindu faith. At the end of the day, 
lold the Bohoras to 


: a 2a), 
arrange a prayer and - oe aye 
and that all the Brahmans of ge a eae group of 
and partake of the ipa ee es ae learned Brahman 
Brahmans was the father of pepe Boho community 
Pandit Prem Nath Shastri? The ee it. They accepted 
“ranged the yagya and the eae seen eration paid for 
wash and kind ae ah time came for eating 
Performing religious rites. But when t 7 left the place. This 
logether, al] Brahmans stood up an he two groups. The 
“aused serious differences between th 


din 
Ss got involve 
Situation took an ugly turn and the two STOUps g 
litigation 


ive society 
This was the condition of our ey ee oe of this 
at that point of time. We wanted to ae s opin Sabha, 
i8norance and obstinacy. AS an Si ener and 
I attempted to remove this phenomenon o munity. I tried to 
“tograde thinking in sections of ss Paes equality as the 
impress “Upon them to accept Say . society where a 
Principles Of coexistence. | said that in a uare meal, bad 
POor man struggled endlessly for a two se light and 
“UStoms and social ills only added to his p 


abha and Arya 
©Stitution. Under the banner of Yuvak Sab 


es 
am Unable tO trace the et 
Kashmi: 


sa Mirj Pronounciation, They 
1 7" . Caer 
th he San Medicinal plant 
8Tocery 4 


thur in 
ymology of the word Bahor a ae 
were petty shopkeepers men most eins 
S. As their business flourished they 
Nd then ado 
Brahma 


. at the Pandits 
Pled other trades. It is true and sad that t é 

S) Tefused © socialize with them. 
esc 


a gerne “it 
i behara tha 
“Aded from 4 reputed Brahman family of Bij 
“Omman 


ily is settled at Gol 
community. The family is now ey Sanaa 
remnath Shastri is the author : Sean 
digenous Calendar of the Pandits o : 


‘andit p 
Jantri) oy, the in 
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Samaj, I tried to liberate ordinary Kashmir Pandit of a 
menacing and unbearable burden that had hindered his 
onward march to prosperity. 


As political worker 


Alongside this campaign for social reform, | also 


propagated the ideals of National Conference among my 
people. I was of firm belief that the agenda chalked out for 
National Conference at that point of time was the greatest 
need of the hour. I came into contact with some friends of 
progressive ideology. Among them I may mention the names 
of Kashyapa Bandhu, Jialal Kilam, Pran Nath Jalali, Niranjan 
Nath Raina, Moti Lal Misri, Muhammad Yusuf Dar, Nabeh Ji 
and others. I found time to discuss with them a variely of 
current problems and issues. I got many opportunities of 
being in the association of these intellectuals. AS a result, 
I gravitated towards National Conference. Gradually, I got 
fully involved in the agenda of this party and then in 1944, 
I finally withdrew from Yuvak Sabha, Thereafter J became an 
ardent National Conference activist. The Naya Kashmir 
Manifesto of 1944 is also a reason why I resigned from Yuvak 
Sabha and joined National Conference. I believed that Naya 
Kashmir programme was the only way of liberating people 
from the curse of poverty. This programme envisaged 
prosperity and progress of all sections of people irrespective 
of their gender, faith and community. Now I was a committed 
activist of National Conference. 

Apart from political movement, I engaged myself in- 
some social movements as well. Some of these had surfaced 
even before the freedom movement. One such movement 
appeared in 1945 with the objective of bringing awareness 
to the rural people. A conference was organized in Shaleh 
Khah in Shupiyan with the essential purpose of creating 
political awareness and unity among the people against 
social evils that were eating into the body of Hindu society. 
Besides me, Ram Krishan Ashmuji, Govind Joo Razdan, 
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Radha Krishan Razdan and Shamboo Nath Bhat Haleem were 
some of its activists. We gave it the name of Aryan 
Conference and well-known personalities like Khushal 
Chand, Mahjoor,' Kashyapa Bandhv? and others were invited 
to attend our deliberations. At that time Ramchand Kak was 
the Prime Minister of the State and Jiyalal Wanchoo was the 
tehsildar of Shupiyan tehsil. Both of them thought that our 
movement was against the government. The Muslims 
contributed lavishly for the conference. But on the appointed 
day the authorities brought camels and herded them on the 
very site where we were going to hold the conference. We 
could not proceed with our programme. We had collected a 
good amount of money by way of contribution for the 
conference and had also made purchases of essential things 
required to make it a success. The amount we had collected 
still remains deposited in the Jammu and Kashmir Bank. 


NC link 


It was the year 1946. National Conference organized a 
huge rally in Shupiyan, which I also addressed. It was the first 
public rally in which I got an opportunity of delivering a 
speech. I fully analyzed the pitiable condition of ordinary 
people and the irresponsible attitude of the autocratic rule. 
This was the time when Quit Kashmir movement had been 
launched (May 1946). Rallies and meetings were held to 
carry the slogan of Quit Kashmir to each village in Kashmir. 
Some of those rallies are memorable for me. One such rally 
was organized in Shupiyan and among the speakers were 
Swarup Nath, Abdul Majid Bandey and I. Swarup Nath, a very 


'Famous Kashmiri poet of Mitrgam.. By profession he was a petty revenue 
officer (Patwari). He remains buried in the vicinity of Athwajan in Srinagar. 

?A well-known Pandit social worker, political activist and an Arya Samaji 
worker Kashyapa Bandhu (Tarachand Bulbul) was a close associate of 
Sheikh Abdullah in freedom struggle and finally fell out and retired to live a 
secluded life in his native village Geuru in Anantnag. He is the first Pandit 
social reformer of contemporary times. 
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active member of NC, hailed from a business house mn 
Anantnag. He was sent to jail many times in the course of be 
activities in the movement. Abdul Majid was another leading 
activist. All the three of us made fiery speeches in 
Shupiyan rally. In my address I exposed the exploitative ve 
unjust measures of the autocratic rule. |] emphasized eee 
of having a dispensation based On justice and equality as 
envisaged in the Naya Kashmir Manifesto. : 

My speech in this congregation was to become : 
watershed in my political career. I became a wanted figure 
with the authorities. Therefore I went underground, which 
however, did become a serious impediment in i ia 
forward my political mission. Conversely, I had more lime m 
work with greater zest for the growth and expansion O 
secular ideology of National Conference. For the freedom 
fighters the meaning of going und 
ones home and hearth and other e 
All those tasks are impracticable j 
while one is in hiding, 


erground is abandoning 
ngagements of daily life. 
n a state of hiding. But 
One can work exclusively for the 
movement. In this way One becomes very useful for the 
Success of the movement. While spending my days 
underground, I worked hard 
iis programme as also the 
e. I took full part in organizational 
village and from hamlet to 
| worker I disseminated the 
ality as enshrined in Naya 
tions of people around me 
ure for Kashmir. I did it all in 
ays I had full faith in the 
believed that our leadership 


Hushangpora, Liter, Darbagh, 
Kashevvah, and Pargochi in Anantnag district explaining and 
€s of National Conference. 
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During that period I met several times with Ghulam 
Mohiuddin Qara', who was responsible for running the 
underground chapter of Quit Kashmir movement. I would 
often exchange ideas with him on the ways and methods of 
work of the organization. These meetings were held in 
secrecy. I had also established links with Vidhyalal 
Paragochi, Motilal Misri, and Abdul Aziz Peer. We all used to 
report to the party leadership about the reaction of the 
masses of people towards the movement. . 

The autocratic regime had decided to arrest the activists on 
a large scale. Prisons were packed with detenues. People 
were subjected to torture; they were threatened and harassed 
in order to break the movement. Sometimes, political 
prisoners were manhandled. The regime wanted that people 
Should get scared and thus disown or dissociate with the 
movement. But the masses of people had great sympathy 
With us. They had understood that the only effective remedy 
of their political and economic deprivation lay in freedom 
from autocratic rule. They dreamed of a beautiful future, of 
Prosperity and of happiness. We had dedicated our lives to 
uphold their beautiful dreams and shining expectations. 
People from all sections of society had joined the out 
Kashmir movement. Time and again, the autocratic regime 
had tried to create a division among the people. It wanted a 
Confrontation between the Hindus and the Muslims. 
Therefore it covertly encouraged the Muslim Conference as 
well, which had the plans of forging communal division so 
that the majority community would be induced to follow 1s 
line (of communal politics). As against this (machination), the 
NC wanted to carry all communities with it and it spoke about 
total change. It was contemplating creation of a civil society 
that did not accept discrimination on any count. It envisaged a 


uslim Conference. 


Is) . 
ater on Qara left Nation: d joined M 
eft National Conference and J a 
on of the state [© 


sas the group of Kashmiris who opposed the accessi 
'an Union in 1947. 
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society in which there was no concept of the high and ie 
low. Majority of rural population of Kashmir subscHipee lo ie 
ideology because they had the bitter and long experience 
Oppression under an autocratic regime. | saath 
It was perhaps November 1946. Quit Kashmir er 
was at its peak. To carrying the movement forward, es 
leaders were courting arrest. Before surrendering to “ 
police, these leaders generally addressed public rallies fi 
Khangah-e Mualla', Srinagar and some more places. en 
rallies would occasionally be held at Dargah in Hazratrba 
A massive rally was organised at Khanqah-e Mulla, ie cae 
The regime of the day tried to project our secular movemen 
as a war of the Muslims against a Hindu ruler. But the iain s 
that it was not a movement of the Muslims only: it was 4 
movement supported and run by the poor people of the ed 
drawn drawn from all religions and different walks of is 
It was their movement to liberate the people and their lanc 


; and 
and to bring them prosperity and freedom from want an 
from oppression. 


To Central jail 


I also Participated in the rally at Khangqah-e Mualla. In my 
speech to a crowd of over twelve thousand people Zs 
presented a sketch of the backwardness in which Kashmir 
and her people lived their miserable lives. I urged the 
audience to remain united and work for the reconstruction of 
the State irrespective of their religion, faith, community oF 
ethnicity. | distinctly remember that in my speech I fully 
explained our states backwardness in the field of education. 
I compared the life expectancy and health status of our 


‘Originally the site of Kali tem 
Sayyid ‘Ali Hamadani, the Irani 
A.D. had converte 


ple situated at Fateh Kadal in Srinagar. Mir 
an Muslim missionary of late 14th century 


d it into a hospice and raised a platform from where 


Ons to the newly converts to Islamic faith in Srinagat 
See Babaristan-i-Shabi, loc.cit.. 
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— with the rest of the world and fully analyzed the 
istressing effects of poverty and ignorance. As soon as 
Abbe Bd peal the police arrested me and threw me in 
aharaj Ganj police lockout for one night. Next day 

was produced in a court of law with my hands in fetters. 
Sometimes later, the court pronounced its verdict and 
cae me six months imprisonment and a fine of two 
hea rupees for fomenting rebellion. The verdict having 

n Pronounced, I was taken to Srinagar Central Jail. 

This prison was packed with freedom fighters. Here I met 
with many top leaders of National Conference and the 
freedom movement. I can name Maulana Muhammad Saeed 
Masudi?, Sardar Budh Singh, Niranjan Nath Raina’, Jiyalal 


Ie; : . 
Soe in the locality of Zaina Kadal in downtown Srinagar, Maharaj 
anj was the hub of commercial activity at that ime. 


b ibe veteran NC leader and also its General Secretary wa° gunned down 
y the terrorists at an advanced age of 90 in his home in Bihama, Ganderbal. 
Kbidmat. In an exclusive 


sean — the chief editor of NC official paper | : fosue 
' ae : ate interview to this translator in 1979 at his residenc . : hae 
Abdull: Maulana Masu'di some questions about the dismissal of Sheik 3 
“S ee in 1953. He made a stunning revelation. This 1s what he said: 
eek seus after the dismissal and arrest of Shiekh Abdullah on ee 
to the o im mith Pandit Nehru in New Dlhiand asked him why he ha se 
Mood ¢ da of the Sheikh. At this, Nehru went into a deep paneer 
emt a few minutes. Then raising his head he looked at wa she - 
thrust aa large on his face. Then in a low voice he said: ae aA 

The agger into my back. And with that tears rolled eae : c eats " 
1950 oe outstanding communist leader of Kashmir who ne sie 7 
India neh the Union government cracked down on the he eee 
Kaha, spent nearly twelve years in London and fina an auc 
Was vee in early 1962 to become the Head of the a anre chile zi : : 
Made ae powerhouse of the progressive wing ce) - aateeye 
have Pesce NC Commiteee Secretary for some time: He : ud ae 
sien the offer of Pandit Nehru to be his private cate i aca 

aina w, the name of Dwarkanath Kachroo as private secre ard 
Was a rare intellectual of highest integrity and vision. Like many 


Stalwarts | nha ; +n jn his later life. He 
is th A, too, was disillusioned with the NC ee 1947 From my 


© author of 7 mr eR 
Person. mperialist Manoeuvres in Kas we 
SOna] knowledge, I would like to record that not B.P.L. an 
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Tamiri', and Hakim Muhiud-din among them. I think I had ue 
first and the last meeting with Magqbul A gia ae 
in the same prison. The theme of my speech at Shae 
Mulla in which I had mentioned of Hind us, Muslims and Sik 
all stuck up in the morass of poverty under the coercion - 
autocratic rule had created an impression on the ee 
of the jail. The theme of my speech was making rounds 
among them. : 

Riddor fighters were locked up in Ward 7 of the Ra a 
Jail. Comrades in the jail would occasionally ask me to make 
speeches before them. I still retain some faint idea of ae 
themes I dealt with in those speeches. In one speech, | in 
referred to the theme of equality, unity and sustained oie 
as found in the verses of Rig Veda. 1 had very effectively 
applied those teachings to the freedom movement. ee 
! explained this manira (verse) of the concluding manda 
(chapter) of Rig Veda: “sam ghachadam, sam vadadam, sam 
vomandse janatam, deva bhagham yatha purve sanjananam 
upaste” (go together, talk together, your minds be one, as ee 
angels worked in earlier day, work like that) and interprete 
it in the context of our freedom struggle, the audience was 
greatly impressed. In yet another speech, I had laid stress On 
unanimous thinking, unanimous action and taking recourse tO 
-..Freda Bedi, but N.N. Raina was the person who had drafted the blue print 
of the historical document called Naya Kashmir Manifesto. In his bok 
Tragedy in Kashmir, Joseph Korbel pointedly makes a mention of him. 

‘A Labour Union leader originally from Rainawari, Srinagar Jia Lal Sadhu 
was a petty contractor who got deeply interested in the affairs of labour 


py ve rns 
unions. He was very popular with labour force in various private conce 


in Kashmir like the Silk Factory in Srinagar or the Matches Factory in 
Baramulla and Lasjan. 


*A firebrand NC youth leader of B 
Baramulla, which M.A. Jinnah was 
1946. Sherwani is reported to h 
captured Baramulla in October 
march on to Srinagar, Finally, 
outside a cinema hall in Bar 


aramulla who had disrupted the rally oe 
addressing during his visit to the valley in 
ave misled the tribesmen who invaded and 
1947 thus causing a delay of two days in their 


; 4 wall 
the invaders captured him, nailed him to a wal 
amulla and shot him dad. 
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bravery. I quoted this Sanskrit shaloka (verse) “sabna avato, 
sabnabunakio, saha veryam kavvavahe tejasna ujetanasto 
ma vidishavabay’ meaning “ go together, eat together, show 
your bravery together, let your learning shed light around and 
do not hate.” | thoroughly explained these verses exhorting 
the listeners to walk the path of truth in order to arrive at the 
pious destination of freedom. After delivering this speech, 
late Maulana Masudi! came to me and patted me on my back. 
He greatly appreciated my words and encouraged me. 

. The hindsight convinces me that the period of my 
internment in the Central jail was not without a benefit to me. 
I found an opportunity of reading many useful books in 
addition to political literature. I also got the opportunity of 
exchanging ideas with many prisoner-comrades, and 
acquired from them the scientific views on various social and 
Political matters. Among the good works that I read were the 
Socialist Sixth of World authored by the Dean of Canterbury, 
The Glimpses of World History by Jawaharlal Nehru, and 
Vigyanik Bhavtik Vad and Nae Bharat ke Nae Neta by Rahul 
Sankrityayan. I also studied the writings of Subhash Chandra 
Bose. | always considered him the foremost soldier in India s 


struggle for freedom. He wanted to raise the people from a 
“epths of poverty and set them free from the fetters O 
Idom gets time to 


Colonial slavery. Outside the jail, one se 


‘Maulana Muhammad Saeed Masu’di was a polished scholar of sie 
Arabic and Urdu. He was appointed as Lecturer in Persian a ‘ 
wag nent but left the job and joined NC and ine apsae nana He 
rose t man of letters and became the editor of NC official ord influence. He is 
mies be the Secretary of NC and wielded much uetes AG the other (wo 

ein sie one of the three most outstanding figures a] esciie differefices 
i: : heikh Abdullah and Mirza Afzal Baig. Owing i : nd became 

Sheikh Ab dullah, he left NC in 1974 and joined Janata Party a 


its chief Maulana retired 
OF J&K br: ine of Janata Party, the ae 
ranch. With the decline of J “re house at pihama 


to Tj 7 1 iS i 
Private life and lived the rest of his days in his priv nin 1990 when he 


Near c. 
a Canderbal, The armed insurgents gunned him dow 
rossed the age of 90. 
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make intensive and extensive reading. The life of a political 
activist was full of various complications. | was no exception. 

In 1945, my father passed away. With that the burden of 
the household fell on my shoulders. Petty farming was the 
only source of income for my family. But it needed hard 
labour and time. I had dedicated myself to the freedom 
struggle. I had no time to attend to my peasantry. The family 
somehow survived under immense stress of poverty: 
I struggled hard not to let poverty and destitution become 4 
roadblock in the path, which I had chosen for myself. 

I have said that the Khanqah-e Mualla speech earned me 
imprisonment and two hundred rupees fine. This was a huge 
amount absolutely impossible for me, a poor and penniless 
man to afford. I did not beg from anybody. There were kids in 
the family, and we had kept a cow to provide milk for them. 
I had to sell the cow to pay the fine. This deprived the kids of 
milk and naturally their physical growth was adversely 
affected for want of proper nourishment. The sale of the cow 
did not get me the full amount of fine. As such, I disposed off 


some household goods and some trees to raise the full 
amount of fine. 


Out of prison 


Released from prison, I started taking more active part in 
freedom movement. In cooperation with my comrades, 
I launched a programme of introducing Naya Kashmir plan to 
people in far-flung areas of Budgam, Kulgam and Anantnag 
districts. This included meetings attended by large numbers 
of people. At times | Participated in political activities in 
Jammu, too, on behest of outstanding revolutionary and 
popular leader Comrade Dhanvantari.' 

I was working for the movement with great dedication 


though I was faced with many serious problems on my home 


es 


1 - . ; 
He was one among the close associates of Shahid Bhagat Singh. 
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front. What gave me courage and strength to face all those 
difficulties was the satisfaction that we had put everything at 
Stake for a very noble and a great cause viz. freedom, 
democracy and secularism. 


5. Post-Independence Years 


Part I 
At last great sacrifices made by hundreds of oven 
Indian freedom fighters brought us to the cherished oie i ¥ 
on August 15, 1947. India won her freedom from 38 ae 
rule. However, we had to pay a heavy price for this freec “ 
The country was divided. A new state by the name 
Pakistan was carved out of the body of Hindustan. a 
Impending political landscape of the State of vane is : 
Kashmir preceding Indias independence was not cleat. 
sense it was heading towards explosion. For about a i, ; 
skirmishes continued to take place on the Punjab border. 
The fact is that 15th August 1947 did not bring really is 
tidings for Kashmir because the State continued to reel a a 
an autocratic regime. However, people felt emboldened a * 
their determination was strong. It was evident that autocr ane 
tule had to come to an end very soon. At this time bris 
movement of the British Officials, Congress and es 
political party leaders and representatives was to be notice | 
in the valley. Two names among the visitors are outstanding; 
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. The kong 
State of Pakistan was coveting Kashmir. Muhammad th 
Jinnah also visited Kashmir and held talks with Sheikh 
Muhammad Abdullah. He returned to Pakistan after the talks 


mW II 
Mirpur areq — disbandd after the WW 


. pee x ncy 
© restive and threatened armed insurge 
araja in Srinagar, 


came to a close — had hecom 
against the regime of the Mah 
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broke down.' Maharaja Hari Singh had ordered detention of 
Nehru near Kohala and thus he was prevented from entering 
the valley.2 This uncertain and unclear state of affairs 
continued almost for one year. 

It was October 1947. I had been resting in my home at 
Zainapora for some days. One fine morning, Nur Muhammad 
Dar, Muhammad Abdullah Punnu and Ghulam Nabi, all 
political activists came to my place. They told me about the 
departure of the Maharaja and the incursion of tribesmen on 
Muzaffarabad and the resultant killing, loot and arson that 
followed the collapse of civil administration. Such incidents 
did take place on the border even during normal times and 
we had almost become used to hearing the sordid stories in 
this context. But the sudden departure of the Maharaja was 
something astonishing. All of us began pondering over the 
Wuestion “What now?” 


I : : : 
Ncursion of Frontier Tribesmen 


More activists visited me in the day. An atmosphere of 
ee €nse prevailed in the air. People seemed scared and 
Paes Only a few days earlier, | had visited Srinagar and in 
rs Company of Raj Bans, who had stayed in Kashmir during 

© Quit Kashmir movement, I had met with Sheikh 
a uhammad Abdullah at Saura’, We asked him about the — 

nd views that were brought to us every day. He could 8 
shih Us any satisfactory answer. We asked him a a 
tie that prevailed in Muzafarabad. AS far as ee 
All €mber, he just avoided making any direct com . 
ne he Said was that because of the running away of Scott, 


“neo | ae 
ae a anah is reporte 
have 2 i C0 a question put to him by a media person, Jinnah is rep 
NC " Kashmir is in my pocket”. i 
Arkest an blown this event out of proportion only to pain 
Corespo, as: A dispassionate student of history 1S aes 
this ey an ence between the Maharaja and the Vicoy a° 


Sh E 
‘ e macar. 
ikh Abdullah’s ancestral locality in downtown Srinagat 


he Maharja in 
d to read the 
| in regard to 
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the Police Chief, chaos and confusion had overtaken ar 
people. Another British officer named Powell, too, me eS 
the valley. Departure of the British officers had given rise to ‘ 
State of fear and uncertainty and it gave grist lo pie 
mongering. In short the Sheikh alerted us against those ok 
spread rumours and advised us to impress upon the people 
remain united so that we were able to resist the enemy. 


NC closes ranks 


Pakistan sponsored and abetted an attack of the tribesmen 
of NWFP on Kashmir. She attempted the conquest of me 
through the sword of religious zealotry. National So Sa 
rose to the occasion, united the people and resolved to yee 
the invading forces. The slogans raised by the Kashmiris 4 
that time ran like this: 

Hamleh awar khabardar 

Ham Kashmiri hain layyar 


Kashmir banega Naya Kashmir 
Nazim Aala Sheri Kashmir 


(Beware invaders; we the people of Kashmir are ready ‘i 
meet your challenge. Kashmir will be made Naya Kashmi 


and Sher-i-Kashmir (Sheikh Abdullah) will be the chief 
administrator.) 


NC activists were busy in meeting people everywhere and 
urging them to maintain fraternity and cordial human 
relations. The Indian troops took on the enemy. However tt 
was also necessary to plan safeguards against internal 
disorder. The enemy was from outside as well as from inside. 
There were anti-social] elements and miscreants waiting © 
the sidelines to indulge in disruptive activities. 

Ghulam Muhammad Punnu, Nuru d-din Dar, Ghulam Nab! 
and I began to organize a series of rallies in our area and unite 
people in a big way. We began to draw our people out of 
confusion because owing to the departure of the Maharaja, 
entire administrative machinery had collapsed. It had 
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become difficult to know who is what. Numerous elements 
surfaced at that time calling themselves administrative 
Officials. We tried to educate people about the situation and 
Protect them against fraudulent persons. I can recollect many 
incidents of those days. 

One such case pertains to a peasant of Rishipora, 
Zainapora. In a case pertaining to the marriage of the 
daughter of a peasant, the High Courts verdict was that the 
8itl was a minor. Therefore the marriage was declared null 
and void. A miscreant interfering in the matter had handed 
Out threats to the girl and her parents. He had made the 
Parents believe that he was some important government 
functionary and that no verdict of the court could be 
'mplemented without his signature. At that time the 
administration had appointed emergency officers who were 
“trusted with the responsibility of keeping an cy on law 
and order Situation in their respective areas. This imposter 
had introduced himself as an emergency officer. He had 
'rightened the people to the extent of telling them that he 
©ould order bombardment of fifteen villages at a ume. 

In another incident an old woman had the only son who 
_ “PPened to be lame by one leg. An impostor posing a2 pee 
“cruiting officer scared the old woman announcing that 
80ing to recruit her son and send him to the war front. 
; ~ Petrified old woman begged him to spare his lame a 
nd offered a fowl by way of bribe to get rid of the impos 
Person from Hushangpora in Bijbehara, posing as an 


a: would affix a false stamp on the applications we 
Or People and collect money from een! 


copie tation had collapsed and total chaos ie ee 
chatlar, were looted in these chaotic ee se 
4Ppe ans carried out such despicable activities: 

“red on the scene, they took to their heels. 


f 
©Ople fel; ; hi was oul © 

elt in : nt machinery 
8€ar, secure; governme vom place t0 


a iti f moving f 
Pla Many opportunities of mo ee 
the py holding meetings and knowing the actual ae 
“°Ple. T used to alert them against miscreants. 
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with other sincere workers of NC, I arranged rallies in 
Zainapora, Fresal, Bijbehara, Rebban Gund Bahram, Litar, 
Keler, Pulwama, Achhan, Damhal Hanjipora, Khari Batpora, 
Tsemar, Narvav, Nagam, Kulgam etc. In these rallies Hindu- 
Muslim unity was the main theme to be conveyed to fe 
audience. We told people to disable the conspiracy © 
exploitative forces and intruders. The people had great 
hopes in National Conference and gave full support to the 
organization. tr 

People wanted to uphold the age-old tradition of spiritua 
teachings of Laleh Arifah (Laleshwari — translator) and N und 
Rishi. They were prepared to make sacrifices for their nation 
and their motherland. Martyrdom of Maqbul Sherwani and 
Pushkar Nath Zadu was infusing new spirit of freedom 1nto 
the veins of the people. In Doda, Som Nath Bira had 
sacrificed his life for his nation. He had thus protected the 
Principles that emerge from fraternity and unity among the 
people. Their sacrifice was an encouragement of the struggle 
against oppressive forces that intended to enslave the people 
to hatred, pessimism and remorselessness.! 


ee 


'The translator has many reservations in accepting the contents of er 
paragraph. Replacing Laleswhwari by Laleh Arifa is unacceptable. ea 
Rishi is a very confusing and controversial figure. His role is highly 
debatable. Addressing a public rally at Safa Kadal on April 2, 2007, Hurriyat 
hardliner Ali Shah Geelani declared that there was no person by the name ° 
Nund Rishi. It was Shaykhu’l-Alam Nuru’d-Din Noorani, a staunch 
orthodox Sunni Muslim missionary who was not at all either a Rishior a Suft- 
If Zadu and Bira, two Pandit secular activists had earned any respect and 
regard from the NC leadership for their great sacrifices, then Sheikh 
Abdullah should not have in his biggraphy Atish-e-China branded all 
Kashmiri Pandits as Indian spies. There is not a single monument, Ff oad of 

her Zadu or Bira just as we have a? 


installation in Kashmir named after eit 

avenue named after Sherwani, NC leaders often speak of Bira in their public 

speeches not to eulogize him and remember his sacrifice but to highlight the 
unalists” in Doda district. Never was 2 
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Organized resistance 


An organization in Srinagar worked on cultural front. 

It performed dramas on stages to caution Kashmiris against 
the invaders. They exhorted people to remain united in order 
to fight the invading tribesmen. These programmes were 
meant to highlight the importance of the traditions of 
Kashmiriyyat.' The stage reflected the brutal attack of the 
invaders and also demonstrated many a heart-rending 
€pisodes so that the people were induced to protect their 
Pious motherland from enslavement and from destruction of 
her rich cultural heritage. In these rallies spirited and 
Passionate verses of revolutionary poets like Abdul Ahad 
ead, Mahjoor and Dinanath Nadim used to be recited. 
oe the people at cultural front were Dina Nath Nadim, 
©mnath Zutshi, Sheila Bhatia, Zeynab Begum, Usha, Abdul 


Ghani Namtahali, Nur Muhammad Roshan, and Amin Kamil.’ 


a 

im i is a highly controversial term. It has caper ae ie 
gentle 4 Veale A majority of people in Kashmir calls ae 
that Kash soft face of Hindu-Muslim unity. But there are o ana ta 
eee ain "eof Kashmir. The 
actis Pa ees fraternity among the Hindus and inti, ad no option but 
és Sinead 1€ Minority community of Hindus in eae thout being able 
lO make - €r to the diktat of the majority against their wil su ss oppression 
and ap a Protestation. If this is Kashmiriyat, then oe ee Translator). 
My unde; = Ston of a small religious minority hale he incl religious 
Minorit : tanding is that atrocities perpetrated against oi Kashmiriyat in 
Order 4 OF centuries in the past are camouflaged uncer &"" munity has 
© Create a false impression that Kashmiri majority com 


alway. 

2 fetch tolerant towards its Hindu minority. -_ she statement that 
communa ages has strong reservations in acceplung en the invading 
Tibesmen armony had been forged in eo ee about atrocities 
SOmmitteg Nobody in or outside NC has ever said anyt ning 4 Baramulla 
against the Hindus and Sikhs of Muza 


te ffarabad an 
Is i . 4 5 
(Ticts. aram Il: ; tion of the invading horde 
Or nea ulla remained under the occupa locals who 


resorted (Wo weeks from October 27, 1947. It were mainly e vnembers 
Hi u ‘© loot, arson and killing of the minority commun ty ding 
~~ ° nd Sikhs) and who became guides for the ! 


eds echt! aaleretelat 
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Tee Om be are 
Although invaders had captured nate et earn 
advancing, yet the morale of the people was net the 
were infused with self respect, fraternal eerie rope 1 
dream of a bright future based on Naya Kashmir Saat 
one of his speeches at Pathar Masjid, ecan iene 
Abdullah said that the borders of the beautifu haut 
Kashmir touched on the borders of five eountnies, ras a 
Pakistan, Afghanistan, China and Russia. State’s sah es 
very limited while its border was spread out over t Sailer 
of miles. How was it possible to protect such a Cee hci 
with very limited resources in order to protect our r zeit 
and continue with Naya Kashmir programmes? The 3 
rejected Prime Minister Ramchand Kak’s plan of eee a 
Kashmir’ arguing that the States borders were extensi resile 
their protection was difficult. Secondly, it may not ad 
impossible to maintain the freedom with much Acai 
€conomic resources but it certainly was very di cs 4 
Therefore, in order to implement the agenda Latte 
Kashmir, it was unavoidable to hold on to democratic Ai ae 
Since India was emerging as a democratic force, it 


/ of 
hordes.(translator’s comments). The history of the siege and ie 
Baramulla in October 1947 is yet to be written. And if PORE CY ne seh 
project in right earnest, it will shed new light on so-called Hindu 
unity in Kashmir. a of NG: 
‘This is far from truth and reflects the patent propaganda omen 
Horrendous stories of murder, loot, pillage and molestation of r ee 
related by the Hindu and Sikh refugees who were hounded out | 
Muzaffarabad, Uri, Baramulla, Sopor, Hand 
Pattan towns by local brigands and felons ex 
harmony. Wherever Local gangsters torched 
which thy found NC flag fluttering and razed 
was not affected by the tribal attack, the auth 
know what was the fate of the minority com 


Soret f eanicts, Many 
the districts and tehsils that fell into the hands of the the incursionists. 
Sikhs were massacred at Nala Ningal near 


n 
Sopor and their young womm® 

kidnapped. The locals were the main accomplices in this perfidy. ing 

“Kak, who was Castigated and humiliated by the Sheikh after got 

Chief Administrator in October 1947, now stands strongly ae | 
Kashmiri separatist leaders Say that they have so far given the sacrifice O° * 


wara, Kupwara, Sumbal an 
plodes the myth of Seer es 
the buildings and shops ait 
it to ground. Since eee ci 
or seems not to have care 


ikhs in 
munities of Hindus and Sik 


POST-INDEPENDENCE YEARS / 75 


natural for the NC to accede to democratic India and then 
carry on the programme of democratization. This is why the 
Sheikh rejected separate political existence for the State and 
considered accession to India genuine and necessary for the 


security of the State.’ 


Accession 


With sacrifices made by brave Indian sodiers and the 
people of the State, Pakistan — sponsored invasion of 
Kashmir by the tribesmen was repulsed. This hastened the 
liquidation of the Maharaja’s autocratic rule. Sheikh Sahib and 
his colleagues assumed the governing authonty and in his 
first stint he became Chief Administrator of the state. Ghulam 
Muhammad Sadiq and Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad ran the 
emergency administration. In the district of Anantnag, Mirza 
Muhammad Afzal Baig, ran emergency administration. 
District Baramulla was placed under the administrative 
command of Sufi Akbar. In this way a long €ra of slavery was 
brought to an end. Sincere workers now waited for translating 


our dreams of a golden future into reality. 
+» Over a hundred thousand youth for aazaadi (freedom). The old an 
Indianised Kashmiri Pandit lobby in Delhi and Allahabad spit out muc 
More venom against Ramchand Kak than did the Sheikh. They never 
tolerated an indigenous Pandit of humble origin like Ramchand Kak rise tO 
ng heights of political power in Kashmir. Furthermore, the Sheikh - ge 
time was not averse to the partition of Kashmir along Communal lines. 
See his letter to Col. Naser of Egypt. (Annex: MH). dincursion 
This again is an erroneous statement. Months before the arme : waeeen 
Of the tribesmen took place, the Shiekh had despatched a hig oa 
delegation of NC uder the leadership of Sadiq to Jinnah saying ei ons were 
Accept State’s accession to Pakistan provided some of its con we arte 
Met. Jinnah refused conditional accession. Was the Muslim Lease 
“came the ruling party in Pakistan, secular and eer 
©come of NC’s much hyped slogan of “Sher-i-Kashmr 
Hindu, M uslim, Sikh ettehad” And how was the Sheikh going 
affairs when in 1949 he threatened to withdraw State § acces: 


: : , P e {0 i 
a if the Indian Constituent Assembly did mee ew Delhi had not 
€cial sta i ian Constitution. 
tus and Article 370 in the Ind a etend several thousand mile long 


ac 
Say how was the Sheikh going [© 
t of the State? (Translator’'s comment) 
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Part II 
Hopes Frustrated: Post — 1948 


Tribesmen repulsed 


After repulsing the attack of tribal hordes, and the reins es 
the government Passing into the hands of Sheikh Muhammac 
Abdullah, the era of realization of Our dreams after a long 
struggle was ushered in. I still found myself pre-occupied 
with sincere and tireless organizational work. In 1949, I was 
made a member of the General Council of NC. I was also the 
NC President of my area (alga). A year later in 1950, I was 
made a member of Debt Cancellation Board constituted for 
the tehsils of Srinagar, Anantnag, Pulwama and Kulgam. 
All these tehsils (sub-districts) were assigned to me. Othe! 
members of this board were Shambhoo Nath, the lawyer of 
Kulgam, Khwajah Ghulam Muhammad Mir of Salar and 
Ghulam Nabi Nayak (only for some time). 


Debt Cancellation Board 


After the NC regime came to power, a process of reforms 
was initiated. It has already been said that Kashmir peasanuy 
was reeling under the burden of debt in those days. 
Moneylenders were charging compound interest from them. 
As they gave no receipts for the small installments, which the 
peasant debtors paid to liquidate the lo 
to cheat and fleece the peasants in de 
loan continued to be re 
debtor. The Debt Canc 


an, they were left free 
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Cancellation Board cancelled the full amount of loan given to 
the peasant. Thousands of debtors were thus liberated from 
the clutches of moneylenders and usurers. 


Sense of dedication 


We were enthused with dedication and zeal for social 
d great importance to these 


reforms in those days and attache 
power. It is 


assignments rather than craving for positions of 
true that unlike today, there was much less political 
interference at that time. The Board worked independently 
without any interference. Nobody could influence our 
decisions. The sole objective of the Board was the welfare of 
poor peasants. Members of the Board dispensed justice with 
great sense of honesty. There was nol an iota of corruption 
and bribery in those days. And if there was any, we in the 
Board were far far away from that evil. We had distanced 
ourselves from material greed. With Sheikh Muhammad 
Abdullah as our leader, we wanted to see the light of Naya 


Kashmir in our dark surrounding. 

A hope and a desire kept our drea 
become used to it during our long freedom struggle. We had 
realized that we could win the hearts of the people by 
banishing corruption, bribery and oppression against the 
poor and famished people. We lived with them, were part of 
them and we were a witness to and a victim of the tyranny of 
an autocratic regime. However, it is true that some people, 
who had been the victims of autocratic regime like their 
compatriots, began to behave like rulers. They gradually 
adopted the same attitude that their predecessors had 


adopted.! 


ms emblazed. We had 


Food crisis 
1950 and 1951 were very unfavourable years for the 


'Should a reader presume that ideological training of NC cadres was only 


superficial? 
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peasantry in Kashmir. Agricultural prego gion aires 
shortfall during these two years, and the valley \ ae: 
with food shortage. Popular government now at the a ane 
affaiars failed to handle the situation. In stead of at a: 
relief to the peasants, the administration peor a 
repressive measures as to revive the memory of te aE 
autocracy. People began to feel disenchanted w i 
National Conference. They were eae git 
Afzal Baig, the Revenue Minister in Sheikh A fies aa 
cabinet. NC workers were also among the disgrunt ne 
Once he had to run away from a rally when he was ee 
with criticism from the public, The peasants were fed ey ate 
governments method of procurement (mujwazabh). ee 
pastures, about which the leaders of freedom surugs i eS 
been speaking about so vigorously seemed nothing b 
mirage. 

in notwithstanding this state of affairs, many ae 
activists showed remarkable fortitude and patience a5 
I stood with them. We felt that there was the need of sain 
a platform within the party through which the Sige ie 
the peasants could be brought to the notice o ie 
government and its attention could be diverted to ea 
problems of the peasantry. In 1949 a committee by the na a 
Kisan Committee (Peasants Committee) was formed. 
members were Abdu] Ghani Trali, Abdu r-Rahman mie: 
Damoodar Hanjoora, Moti Lal Misri and I. Its meetings too 
place at various places like Sangren (Shupiyan) Tulkhun, 
Lawveypora, Chak Rais, Shupiyan, Parigam and Pulwama. 
We used to go to the peasants and persuade them to ask the 
government to bring about agrarian reforms in order to put a 


end to feudal System. We encouraged them to pressurize the 
et Tae gk 

'mujwazab meant the quantum of fo 
according to the total land 
peasants were required to 
Srainaries and obt 
almost an arbitra 


vied 
Od grains (essentially paddy os The 
area brought under paddy cultivation. iresl 
deposit the quantity of levy in the neé 


ai re at ew Ak was 
41n a clearance Certificate from the officer in charge. It 
ry system. 
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government to develop irrigation system and provide. better 
seeds to the peasants so that agrarian output could be 
increased. These were not just our ideas that we wanted to 
disseminate; these in fact were the guidelines set forth in 
Naya Kashmir Manifesto. It had promised to put an end to 
tenancy and to make tenants owners of the land they tilled. 
Kisan Committee invited the attention of the peasants and the 
government to this ground situation. 

At last, the popular government imp 
reforms. According to these reforms the 
was adopted: 

Proprietorship up to _ half of total landed property 

100 kanals to go into the ownership of 

the tenant on half the price 


lemented agrarian 
following formula 


100 to 182 kanals - one-fourth of total land to 
go into the ownership of 
tenant against one fourth of 


price 
Above 182 kanals - without any compensation 
ituted the Land Reforms Committee 
put an end to landlordism and 
and to its tillers. But before the 
d recommendations, Sheikh 


The government const 
in April 1949. Its task was to 
transfer the ownership of the | 
committee submitted its report an 
Abdullah announced agrarian reforms in a public rally. This 


was the first historical and revolutionary step after we had 
won freedom. A large number of landless peasants became 
the owners of land. Prior to this reform, the peasants were at 
the mercy of landlords. No more was the peasant fo sweat for 
the landlord. Evidently, Sheikh Abdullah opened a new 
chapter of development and progress in Kashmir. No doubt, 
there were some deficiencies and lacunae in these reforms 
and at times one felt that the step had been taken in haste yet 
notwithstanding all that, Sheikh Abdullah made a’ lasting 
place for himself in the minds of the peasantry in the State of 
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Jammu and Kashmir. Those who were nothing more ve 
= - rer TE 
paupers became the owners of landed property overnig 


: Ziad os atin a's . of 
This is a unique example of social justice in the whole 
India.' 


Levy on paddy yield 


One more issue staring into the face of the peasants was of 
levy, technically called mujwaza. Levy was imposed 
according to land acreage. The acquired quantity of paddy 
was stocked and then rationed to the dwellers in cities and 
towns. The mode of imposing levy was the same that existed 
under landlordism. The levy did not take into account how 
much paddy was to be procured from a peasant, and what 
was the status of the land or the needs of the peasant. Paddy 
was procured from small as well as large-scale holders. 
A peasant whose land yield did not suffice his needs beyond 
three months had to surrendr a portion of the yield while a 
prosperous landowner with more than 12 months of stock 
in his granary, too, had to surrender paddy to the revenue 
Officials. No discrimination was made between the haves and 
have-nots. Normally grains should have been procured from 
big landholders and stock holders; small scale holders and 
petty peasants should not have been forced to part with 
their small yield in the name of levy that did not suffice theif 
Own needs, 

Yet one more anomaly was that paddy was procured even 
from a village which had deficit produce. It was unjust that 17 
order to meet the food requirements ‘of prosperous and well: 
to-do denizen of cities and towns, the poor and starving 
peasants in the villages were taxed and thus made poore! 
True, that in procurement system, the peasant was paid a 


ae ee ree 
: . ; . st 
There are reports that on sensing that land reform were in the offing, shes ‘ 
Muslim landlords of the valley in connivance with local revenue officia 
manipulated distribution and fragmentation of their excssive holdings 


among their Progeny and in this way hoodwinked the impact of lan 


reforms. 
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small amount in advance to help him in his agrarian pusuit. 
But generally, the peasants paid that money back to the 
government as land revenue. It was blatant and unbearable 
exploitation of almost entire peasantry of the State. The petty 
peasants could hardly produce five or six months of food 
requirements from their land. But when a portion from this 
meager produce had to be surrendered to the government, it 
naturally resulted in deepening of food crisis. In order to 
sustain their family for the remaining six months of the year, 
they were forced to approach the stockholders and lenders of 
grains on interest (vadi dares). The rate of interest was 


unbearable for the peasanats. 


Procurement 
government collected paddy from the 
heme called “procurement.” This 


scheme also made no distinction between the big and the 
small landholders. What actually happened was that paddy 
was procured not from those landholders and stockissts who 
had surplus but from poor peasants who were already faced 
with deficit in their own needs. 
An embarrassing situation was created by corruption and 
bribery rampant among revenue officials deployed on 
procurement job. They revived the oppression of the 
peasants precisely in a way in which landlords were doing. It 
appeared as if despite the rising sun of freedom, darkens still 
enveloped our peasants. Had things really changed for them? 
Under peoples government, wrong ways and methods of 
imposing levy and procurement became more all-inclusive. 
Ordinary people were knowingly forced to adopt a wrong 
political direction. In the Narvaw area of Kulgam tehsil, most 
of the people were facing food shortage. With the installation 


Apart from levy, the 
peasants under another sc 


‘Grain merchants gave the peasants grains on loan and made them 
promise to return the grains within a stipulated period of time along with 
interests in kind and not in cash. He was called ved dar. This was as 


oppressive a practice as usury Was. 
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of peoples government not only paddy but corn and pay 
too, were brought under procurement scheme. This 
exacerbated the distress of the masses of people. The Reason 
advanced for promulgating this black law was that it was 
necessary for maintaining regular supply of food grains to the 
urban population. Was the peoples government meant to 
care for the urban population only and not to listen to the 
woes of the rural populace?! 

The method of collecting levy was tyrannical and 
oppressive. A peasant who delayed depositing the grains in 
time was punished with “tiktik?? in local terminology. It was 
clear that the new political arrangement was much Serie 
tyrannical and inhuman than that under autocratic regime. 
The picture of Naya Kashmir projected by the NC leader 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah now appeared dark and hazy to 
the peasants. They asked if that was the sun of freedom, 
which they had envisaged to rise while they groaned in the 
darkenss of a long and dreary night of slavery. We were 
embarrassed because we suspected that the government had 


. Ps . x, . O 
deviated from the goals for which we had made sacrifices t 
run the movement for freedom, 


Dayalgam peasant movement 


Suffering and torment to which Kashmir peasantry was 
subjected in post-freedom period was in no way different 
from the one it had faced in pre-freedom era. During the 
autocratic regime, the peasants at many places had raised 
their voice remonstrating that the administration cared only 


for the urban sector. It will be reminded that sometime before 


the dawn of freedom a strong peasant movement had 


‘Owing to shortage and misman 


ag ikh’s 
agement of paddy supplies, Sheik! 
administration supplied potatoes tc 


: ¢ ‘ 2 on 

the consumers, which ultimately “ . 

him the sobriquet of “Olaw Bub” meaning something like ‘Potato Patriarc : . 
* Tiktiki was first heard during the days of autocratic rule of the Maharaja 


: as 
Protestors were arrested and then lashed with special leather batons. It w@ 
called tiktiki. 
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ubiaes saa csi Anantanag. Abdu s-Salam Yatoo, 
a ah and others were at its forefront. The peasant 
vement became too strong in South Kashmir to unnerve 
even the cadres of National Conference. They considered it a 
rival movement threatening their existence. Many a time, NC 
leadership at various levels tried to discourage and wipe out 
the peasant movement! but without much success. Once 
seas Muhammad Afzal Baig,(Revenue Minis) was 
essing a peasant rally in South Kashmir. When he began 
speaking against the peasant movement, a girl jumped onto 
the stage and put a traditional Kashmiri womans headgear 
(qasaba) on his head. This incident became the catalyst for a 
local poet to compose the satirical verse 
Qasaba bat ke badley 
Diya dehqan zadi ne 


Government turns deaf ear 


The Peasant Commttee (Kisan Committee) formed after the 
inception of popular government also aimed at bringing 
awareness to the peanuts about their rights. We worked hard 
to collect peasants at various places to protest against the 
wrong ways of procurement and against doing injustice to 
peasantry. The government turned a deaf ear to these 
complaints. In Devsar, Kulgam, 4 peasant named Karim 
Wagay led one such protest rally. But the government 


refused to move. 


I personally brought this desperate situation of the 


peasants to the notice of Mirza Muhammad Afzal Baig several 
times, stressing on the need of reforming the levy and 
Procurement operation system. I made many suggestions of 
eradicating bribery and corruption in the system and 
dissuading people from harbouring misconceptions against 


osition in Kashmir. One wonders 


t into its fold instead of giving a 
5 more a 


1 
on never tolerated any political opp 
be Ne did not bring the peasant movemen 
eal to it. Its leadership felt that the Peasant Movement wa 


defi: : 
iant than a cooperating phenomenon. 
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National Conference. I proposed that grains procured from 
poor peasants without taking into account their income and 
needs, should actually be obtained from big landholders and 
grain stockists/hoardres. This would stop callous and 
injudicious procurement campaign, and the peasantry would 
heave a sigh of relief. I added that in doing so the peasant 
would be spared the coercion and bullying by corrupt 
officials and functionaries of revenue and cooperative 
agencies. My plea to the Revenue Minister and the district NC 
leader, Afzal Beig was that if these suggestions were 
accepted, it would help in collecting sufficient food grains 
and secondly people gradually getting disenchanted with 
National Conference would return to the fold. 


Atrocious 


I was simply stunned and shocked by the reply and 
reasoning of Mirza Afzal Baig. He said that some poor people 
in villages were reported to be storing the paddy of big grain 
merchants in their granaries in order to keep it away from the 
sight of revenue functionaries. He said that this had forced 
the government to procure paddy from the well-to-do as well 
as poor landholders and peasants on a uniform basis. 
I had told him that most of the villagers were faced with 
scarcity of food grains from the month of June or July till the 
time of harvesting. This made them buy foodgrains from the 
stockholders on a higher price. I had suggested that the 
needy peasants be provided foodgrains from the procured 
stocks for three months of June, July and August. This would 
Save poor peasants from exploitation by the horders. I said 
this would also plug the possibility of some of the peasants 
willing to hide the stocks of the hoarders. 

I put before him several] Cases in which we had made an 
experiment with this Option. For example, in Hashangpor 
and Alsipora it were the people who had given a clue to the 
stocks hoarded by 8tain merchants. The result was that the 


government could procure more paddy than what it had 
estimated for that area. 
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Beig was not disposed to listen to what we pleaded for. 
We were trying to wipe the tears from the eyes of suffering 
population. But alas, we were not al all made privy to the 
antics in the inner circles of the party, and the administration. 
Some elements in the regime of the day were keenly 
interested in perpetuating the levy and procurement system. 
The fact was that by perpetuating the tyranny and oppression 
of grain procurement, they filled their own coffers along with 
those of many other government functionaries. Indeed they 
appropriated a large share from it for themselves. 
The regime shielded them. 

Procurement officials usually requisitioned the services of 
some people in possession of licensed hunting guns. They 
misused their official position by procuring paddy according 
to their sweet will (by demonstrating muscle power through 
the gun wielding associates). This distanced ordinary rural 
people from the policy of NC and they began to gravitate 
towards communal politics and tied their hopes to Pakistan. 


The gradual shift 
Let me recall an incident in this context. The village named 


Dunipora in Kulgam tehsil is located close to Kalshi 


(Bihibagh). The procurement officer accompanied by his gun 
- totting comrades came to this village and forced his way into 
in the house 


the house of a peasant. There was 4 young man 1n 


and he told the procurement officer (perhaps in a slightly 
loud tone) that there were still four months to go before the 


harvesting time set in. He said he had not any surplus paddy 
to give to the government. On hearing these simple words 
the officer flew into rage because the truth spoken by the 
youth suited neither him nor the government. He ordered that 
the young man was given 4 thrashing. The beating was SO 
brutal as to take his life. There are S0m* more examples of 
this tyrannical conduct. The sad part of the story is that there 
was nobody to listen to what was going on, and to pf opose 4 
remedy If the peasant raised his voice against oppression he 
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was immediately labeled as Pakistani agent. That brought him 
many more miseries and hardships. 

As a result of a reign of terror let loose against Kashmir 
peasantry, those who till the other day had raised the slogan 
of “Beware invaders, we Kashmiris are ready to fight you 
back” (hamelh awar kahabardar/ham Kab miri hain taiyyar), 
were now forced by their own masters and leaders to shift 
their sympathies and hopes to the invaders from across the 
border. Apart from revenue and cooperative functionaries, 
the procurement officials began a mad race of amassing 
wealth through illegal and corrupt means. Ironically the 
National Conference as well as the people were distancing 
from the Naya Kashmir agenda, each for its own reason. All 
voices raised against this injustice were ruthlessly stifled. The 


people were pushed to political void instead of political 
awareness. 


Peace Conference 


In those days a movement called Peace Movement was 
fielded under the leadership of Saifud-Din Kichlu, It was a 


nding leaders. 
ashmir Ghulam 
A facet of this 
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rogress. I believed that 


for social, psychological and moral p 
y and make his/her 


every one ought to serve humanit 
contribution. 


Punitive action 

Once I met Sadiq and told him about the ouster of some NC 
workers of Kulgam tehsil by Mirza Afzal Baig for factional 
reasons. One among the ousted persons was Abdul Kabir, an 
energetic NC worker from Tsawalgam in Kulagm tehsil. What 
the NC did soon after ousting the rule of the Maharaja and 
assuming power for itself, was to stifle any voice that was 
raised against its wrong policies. The NC leadership did so in 
order to keep itself saddled in the seat of power. They saw to 
it that no voice other than theirs was raised and heard in the 
valley. Thus self-seeking leadership in the NC singled out 
each activist in the organization who was eager to pul the 
agenda of Naya Kashmir into action, and sidelined him 
uncremoniously. Abdul Kabir was one to be targetted 
because he was a selfless and an outspoken person. Not 
content with that, a case of swindling party funds was framed 
against him and this forced him to 8© underground. 
Thereafter, he began hobnobbing with Political Conference 
founded by Mohiud-Don Qara. I thought that if it was 
possible to drag Abdul Kabir and others like him to the fold of 
Peace Conference, then they would not want to leave the 


NC platform and go to some other party. 7 
Once I placed a suggestion before Sadiq that by admitting 


this alienated activist to the Peace Conference, we could stop 
them from taking a wrong political direction. !t was arranged 
conference and Sadiq 


that we would call a rally of peace 

would be addressing it. I had talked to him about Abdul Kabir 

presenting himself in this rally. 
The fact was that Afzal Baig had 

and he wanted this relative to m 

conspiracy was hatched to oust A 

Baig came to know about the rally, he 


a close relative in this area 
aintain his sway. Thus a 
bdul Kabir Wani. When 
advised against 
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holding it. I tried to convince him that it was going to be a 
peace conference for world peace and that Abdul Kabir was 
a non-political worker and, therefore, had been included in it 
so that he did not go astray. But Beig refused to budge. 
Anyway, after receiving the consent from Sadiq we went 
along with the preparations. We publicized the impending 
conference in the villages far and wide. We announced that 
Sadiq would be presiding over it. In those days Mir Qasim 
happened to be the private assistance (PA) of Baig. On the 
instructions of Baig, he came to Sadiq and tried to convince 
him not to attend the rally. Sadiq was taken in by Qasim’s 
words and excused himself from attending the conference on 
the appointed day. Next day, Damodar Bhat and I, together 
reminded Sadiq that he was scheduled to participate in the 
conference that day. Sadiq declined to come. In truth, Mir 
Qasim had given him a distorted picture. In any case we went 
ahead with preparations with great fervour. One day, on the 
instigation of Afzal Baig, truckloads of armed policemen and 
some goons from the locality suddenly appeared on the 
conference premises and attacked the participants. They 
spread panic and chaos by attacking right and left and 
dismantling the platform. They attacked the kitchen in which 
food for the delegates was cooking and strewed the ground 
with cooked food. They attacked us, the organizers too. 
Abdur-Rahman Rahat, Motilal Misri, Damoodar Bhat, Abdul 
Kabir Wani and I were made main targets. Wani was arrested 
because he had been charged of embezzlement of party 
funds. A warrant under section 512 was issued against me. 
The goons physically manhandled me. This atrocious attack 
spread a wave of fear in Kulgam. Damodar Bhat received 
pe Meet rorets in Srinagar he showed these ae e 
accompanied him. | distin ee ee 

inctly remember that a well know? 


manipulation of the goons and a defense council was formed: 
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Sadigs belated stand 


On learning about the event, Sadiq left for Kulgam. He met 
me in Bijbehara and took me to Anantnag under cover. 
We went to the residence of Mir Qasim. He left me in one 
room and went into another where the Deputy Commissioner 
of Anantnag had already arrived. Sadiq spoke harsh words to 
the Deputy Commissioner. He told him that if we were to 
suppress brutally a convention or a conference for peace 
during popular government, then how could we speak of 
freedom of press and platform? It is a cruel joke with the 
concept of freedom of press and platform. He decided to 
proceed to Kulgam because the area was still rocking with 
the fury of the goons. The Deputy Commissioner tried to 
dissuade him arguing that it would create a law and order 
situation. But Sadiq was determined to go. At Kulgam: he took 
stock of the ground situation. His visit certainly reduced the 
atmosphere of tension and fear to some extent. Aziz Laway 
and Ahsan Rishi of Tsawalgam had also received injuries. 
Sadiq met them and they apprised him of what precisely had 
happened. He realized that the convention was deliberately 
disrupted and that the pretext carved out was that it did not 
really intend to give a call for peace but was an attempt to 
Pressurize the government into discarding levy and 
Procurement. The reality is that this was not at all 
theobjective of organizing the conference. 


Anti- procurement move 

This was the first hideous stroke at the roots of freedom of 
expression in democratic Kashmir. After this event, we 
deliberately began to propagate against the harmfulness : 
levy and procurement system. Tswalgam incident . 
revealed that the government intended to continue eH : 
oppressive policy in this regard. We held deems ra oe 
Zainapora, Mohanpora, Wodoora, Shangas, Kaharava 
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other villages. We raised our voice against forcible and 
repulsive methods of imposing levy and procurement, 
We asked for stopping these and collecting food grains 
through a just and reasonable method. A rally was organized 
in Memandar Shupian. The government of the day tried to 
mislead the people and whip up passion against us; 
A shopkeeper of Memandar permitted us to use the space in 
front of his shop for the gathering. Abdul-Majid Banday of 
Shupian and Amirullah Khan of Yaripora were also present 
among the audience. The goons hired by NC leaders attacked 
this rally and tried to disrupt it. They labeled us Indian agents. 
Fortunately, the shopkeeper pushed us into the shop and in 
that way saved us from the assault of the hooligans. They 
continued to hurl abuses on us and stoned and battered the 
shutter from outside. Sheikh Mansur of Kachhdoora was the 
ringleader of this group of assailants. They decided to wait till 
nightfall and then set the shop on fire and roast us alive. Buta 
noble man of Gagren, then present in the village, conveyed 
the news of this conspiracy to one police inspector named 
Ghulam Ahmad of Shupian. The inspector took a timely step: 
A posse of about thirty policemen landed in Memandar and 
saved us from being roasted alive. He took us to the police 
Station in Shupian Saying that we were to be punished for 
raising our voice against levy. The goons were satisfied OP 
hearing that, and in this way our lives were saved. 


Struggle continues 


We did not succumb to 


pressures from the government. 
Conversely, 


we reinforced our efforts to run the movement 
against tyrannical levy and procurement system. I remembet 


that in Tswalgam, some women working in the fields wer 
singing the song in my praise!: It said 


Rishehdev chhuh diwan Jameh petheh taaray 
Amneh mujahid waray chha 

eer ae... 
‘In Kashmir peasants, b 


oth men and wome ine in paddy fields 
; ; n, working in paddy 
usually sing folk songs in pach 


a group, 


POST=INDEPENDENCE YEARS / 91 
(Rishi ‘eo eoreli 
rena Dev is sending telegrams from Jammu and asking if 
peace volunteers are safe) 


This shows that the ordinary people not only sympathized 
d to be by our side 


bes ae ee but also came forwar 
ie noline as crisis. The government was bent upon 
oe ae eae movement under its iron heel. It was 
facing ee is e's attention from serious economic issues 

, and was misguiding them by raising emotional 


Slogans. 


Setting the record right 


ey ones like to set right a blata 
first to ri ie recorded in his autobiography that h 
that coe a vee against the method of procurement, an¢ 
totally oe abir wide impressed by it. This is a white lie, a 
kill the ounded claim. of course, he had a role in trying to 
Afzal B ROVEMED!: In his capacity as personal assistant of 
and ia he had conspired to disrupt the T swalgam rally, 
distorte fee also played a conspicuous role in presenting a 
rememb picture of this convention [0 Sadiq. ! distinctly 
Mana ce that when he dinned into the ear of Sadiq and 
had see oe dissuade him from participating 19 the rally, he 
some ee in no ambiguous words that the organizers were 
brewin ie agents and a handful of Hindus who were 
to do ponies against us and that their real agenda was 
By aed with procurement.” 
Mir Se retieris facts in his autobi 
im has tried to claim 


nt distortion of facts. Sayyid 
e was the 


ography (Karwan-i-Hayab; 
for himself the credit for 


Ig 

Pee ne culture of NC to stigmatize the Kashmiri Pandits as Indian 

agents in his | sua Muhammad Abdullah did not stop calling them Indian 

largesse of th dee graphy. The irony is that those who enjoyed the unbounded 

to label the i pean government generation after generation had the cheek 

biograph eprived and sidelined Pandits as Indian spies. Amusingly, the 
y Atash-e-Chinar has been awarded by the Sahitya Akademy- 


Tr , 
anslator’s comment) 
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movement against levy, revenue and procurement affairs. 
He has brazenly evaded mentioning real actors of this story. 
But truth cannot be hidden for all times. 

At that point of time Mir Qasim happened to be just a eae of 
Afzal Baig. He did not play any role in practical politics. 
How could a PA go against the wishes of his boss and 
appreciate the slogan “We will give our head but not surplus 
(sar denge surplus nahin denge) raised by Abdul Kabir Want 
The harsh reality is that Qasim wanted to publicize this 
movement as a communal movement. He had become the 
chief adviser to Afzal Baig in perpetrating governments 
policy of oppression. 


My ouster from NC 


After the Memandar convention, a conspiracy was hatched 
to oust me from National Conference. Even at that point of 
time I continued to take active part in seeing to it that the 
constructive programmes of the party were successful. | took 
part in many peace conferences outside the state. I can 
fondly remember my participation in the conferences at 
Bombay, Calcutta and Jalandhar. In these deliberations: 
reputed Kashmiri poet Dinanath Nadim!, Professor Apurab 
Somnath? and Abdul Ghani Namtehali, comprised our grouP- 

National Conference had deviated from its plan. It took to 
empty slogans and unprincipled policies. Sincere and 


'Nadim ranks among stalwart Kashmiri poets of post-indpendence 
period. As a patriotic poet, he commands much respect with younger 
generation. He had leftist leanings and had also visited China. 

‘Prof. Apurab Somnath was a renowned Professor of English literature: 
He pandered to socialist ideology and was active in National Conference: Me 
taught at the Post Graduate Department of English in Kashmir University, 
where he commanded reat respect from his large student community. Tae 
translator had a long association with him during our stay at Kashmt 
Davcnsity. For some unknown reasons, perhaps as a matter of person® 


. : ans ie ie 
vendetta, he was transferred to Jammu University against his wishes. He di 
at a young age. 
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dedicated activists began to be sidelined. I, who had ddicated 
my life to Naya Kashmir programme of Sheikh Abdullah, was 
now an uwanted entity to be sidelined conspiratorially. 

I was still the balga (circle) President of National 
Conference. Maulavi Saeed had assigned to the President of 
District Committee, Nabeh Ji the task of removing me from 
my position. To accomplish this, he came to my village 
Zainapora. Prior to his coming an incident had taken place 
there. This village also was adversely affected by food 
scarcity. Villagers were in a critical situation. They had held a 
large rally demanding urgent supply of foodgrains. At that 
time I had gone underground. After the event in Memandar, 
the government had issued a warrant against me. The 
allegation brought against me was that I had insinuated the 
people of Zainpora to bring out a protest rally on the issue of 
scarcity of foodgrains. In Zainapora, Nabeh Ji gathered 
information about the ground reality. He was convinced that I 
had no hand in inducing people to bring out a rally against the 
scarcity of rations. A mob of six thousand persons came 
together. He labeled me as extremist and then he proposed 
to the crowd to remove me from the post of balga president 
and suggested a new name. A mob of six thousand people all 
in one voice took my name again and again. Then Nabeh Ji 
asked the crowd to suggest the name of the delegate. Again 
the crowd took my name repeatedly. Then in a vein of satire 
Nabeh Ji asked them to propose the name of a peon. The 
gathering resounded with my name. The people told him in 
loud and clear voice that they would never become an 
instrument of removing Reshi Dev and replacing him by the 
y s eye. Nabeh Ji had clear instructions 


apple of somebod 
p to throw me out. He returned dismayed 


from party leadershi 
and disappointed. 
The fact is that I did not stick to my position in National 
Conference by the largesse of any stalwart in the 
on. I had the fullest support of the people of my 


organizati 
he seeds of communal hatred 


area. This was a time when t 


94 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME. INSIGHTS 


had not been sown into the minds of ordinary people: 
religion had not been mixed up with politics. People gauged 
a man by his honesty, sacrifice, dedication and his spirit of 
serving the cause of the people at large. 

Anyway, even after these happenings, I continued to be 
part of National Conference. Ostensibly, the party 
leadership, henceforth, gave me little importance. On my 
part, I desisted from flattering party leadership and resorting 
to sycophancy. Not coming out of the party, I continued to 
contribute whatever little I could towards the welfare of the 
general public. The leadership looked at me with suspicion 
and this was bound to make my voice ineffective within the 
party structure. 


A new turn 


A crucial turn in my political life took place with my first 
meeting with the famous comrade Dhanvantari in 1947. 
In Srinagar, I met with him a number of times. I wan 
immensely impressed by his thoughts and ideology. H's 
political understanding and attractive thoughts had induced a 
good number of political workers to jump into the political 
fray of the State with all the sincerity and dedication. He had 
been a close associate of the great martyr Bhagat Singh. The 
British colonial rulers had sentenced him to seventeen yeats 
of imprisonment in exile for being an active freedom fighter. 
However, he was set free only a few years before India 
attained freedom. Born in Kali Jani in Jammu, Comrade 
Dhanvantari suffered fragile health because of torture and 
incarceration inflicted on him by the British imperialists. 

Despite all that, he worked with unremitting dedication 
putting in sixteen hours a day. Whenever I happened to 
travel to Jammu, | invariably stole time to see him at his 
residence. It was during these visits in Jammu that I came tO 
know other leaders like Krishen Dev Sethi, Ram Piyara Saraf, 
Ghulam Rasool Azad, Ved Pal Deep and Mukat Ji. 
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Uncertain Naya Kashmir 


Much earlier than 1953, people had,, by and large, begun 
to express uncertainty about full implementation of Naya 
Kashmir agenda. Political upheaval in the valley had already 
landed National Conference workers into a state of 
frustration. ! 

Sheikh Abdullah was arrested in 1953. At that point of time 
I was busy addressing the problems of peasants. I had scant 
knowledge of how and what pawns were moving on the 
political chessboard of the State. But I had clearly discerned 
one significant thing and that was a noteworthy change in the 
political speeches of Sheikh Abdullah and especially of Mirza 
Afzal Baig. In their latest speeches they were spitting fire 
against India and the Hindus. Their tone was rife with 
communal hatred. I distinctly remember that in his public 
speeches during those days, Beig repeatedly said that the 
real agenda of National Conference was to economically 
paralyse the Kashmiri Hindus exactly to the extent that they 
(Hindus) were forced to do menial chores of servants in the 
houses of the Muslims.’ 

Prior to this, Sheikh Sahib had visited New York. We were 
told that some American dignitary by the name of Stevenson? 


and following August 9, 1953, the day 
on which Sheikh Abdullah was removed from power. Curiously enough, no 
political party in the country ever demanded instituting of a Commission of 
Inquiry into the dismissal and arrest of Sheikh Abdullah. 

The anti-Hindu and anti-India undertones in the thinking of the NC 
found expression in an Urdu booklet of about 33 pages titled Kashmir mein 
aksariyyat ko aqalliyat mein hadalne ki sazish_ authored by one Rahim 
Rather, an NC MLA from Tsrar-e- Sharif and Finance Minister during Farooq 
Abdullah's regime. Today, (February 2008), he is the leader of opposition in 
the J&K Legislative Assembly. 

3Adlai Stevenson, an influential US Congressman was the running 
presidential candidate. He had visited Kashmir in early summer 1952 and 
held secret meetings with the Sheikh. It is generally believed that he was 
supportive of Sheikh’s dream of independent Sultanate of Kashmir. 


(Translator’s comment) 


‘Allusion is to the events preceding 
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had come to meet him here in Srinagar and that the Sheikh 
had conferred with him for several hours in private. 

The Sheikh was arrested in 1953. This event was ens 
by strong protests by the people. Communal elements inp a 
‘a good occasion of spreading anti-India hatred among - 
people. The event provided an opportunity to ordinary 
Kashmiri of misconstruing the intentions of India. We were 
also linked up to the event. The rumour floated was that ie 
had gone to Nehru and reported to him the critical situation 1n 
Kashmir.’ But our detractors could not find any success for 
their game plan. People knew it well that my travels outside 
Kashmir were undertaken only undr the agenda of ieee 
Conference. They knew that | participated in the rallies O 
this movement. I was not a minister: I had no access to the 
circles of political class that was at the helm of affairs. I eh 
special interest in the fundamental programme of Nationa 
Conference while I remained involved in Peace Conference: 
I worked with singular dedication for that cause. : 

Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad had stepped into the shoes O 
the Sheikh. Once he sent for me and offered me the position 
of Bloc Development Officer, I had hesitation in perce 
government job. Had I agreed it would have meant that I ha 


«as he 
to become a yes-man for all good or bad decisions that t 
government would make. 


Works of public utility 


However, on the advice of Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq, and 
some more progressive leaders, I resumed my activities 19 
National Conference. A voluntary force named Peace 
Brigade was raised from the cadres of National Conference 
und Bakshis leadership. Its aim was to rein in the activities of 


'Once, in the course of a Casua 
broached the subject of circums 
The veteran leftist ideologue ma 
came to that pass, we had 
(Translator’s note) 


I sitting with late Dr. Niranjan Nath ar 
tances leading to the arrest of the Sheik . 
de a cryptic remark. He said, “When things 
to intervene and see that he was removed”: 
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the hoodlum and political hooligans. The Peace Brigade also 
aimed at stifling the voice of dissenters along with that of the 
hooligans. But the fact is that gradually the Bakhshi used this 
force to consolidate his authority and to stifle all dissenting 
voices,’ I maintained clear distance from this notorious outfit 
and while trying to save myself from its calamitous reach, 
continued with my association with the National Conference. 
I did prevail upon the government of the day to do some 
selective works for the public good. I was also instrumental 
in obtaining sanction of digging some canals for irrigation of 
arable land. Among these canals are those of Rishipora, Rakh 
Litar, and Maslaawara. Much before 1963, I had met with 
Sheikh Abdullah along with several delegations and had 
made him agree to the project of digging the Zainpora canal. 
This canal brought prosperity to dozens of villages in the 
area. I was instrumental in getting several schools upgraded 
after 1953 episode. Along with that we also had success in 
opening some new schools in the area. I was also directly 
involved in opening some hospitals and dispensaries in the 
area. My efforts were crowned with success when most of 
the roads in the area were asphalted. Apart from my deep 
involvement in these works of public utility, | was 
instrumental in organizing several conferences and 
conventions in the region in which activists received briefing 
on contemporary political scenario. 
It should be mentioned that all thes 
that I undertook were accomp 
instrumentality of middlemen and contrac 
example, the rate offered by the governme 


e works of public utility 
lished without the 
tors. By way of 
nt for earth 


“kuntreh pandab” “literally meaning 


'Kashmiris gave it the nickname of 
paida consolidated amountof thirty 


twenty nine and fifteen. Its acivists were 
rupees per month. Out of this sum they paid one anna as the cost of a 
revenue ticket that was affixed to the muster roll on which they signed or put 
their thumb impression. Thus they actually recived twenty- nine rupees and 
fifteen annas in hand (a rupee then comprised sixteen annas) as their 
monthly cash dole came to be nicknamed as “kutreb pandab”. 
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mowing was seventeen rupees per thousand square feet. 
Fifty per cent of this would go into the pockets of the 
contractor. He paid just seven rupees per thousand square 
feet to the labourers. I organized village folks for doing this 
work. We managed to accomplish many other works by the 
villagers themselves without the instrumentality of the 
contractors. The villagers received a good deal of 
remuneration for their hard labour. We ensured that the work 
was done efficiently to our satisfaction. The Rishipora canal 
stands out among the works we completed. The village 
people dug it jointly. 

Another problem faced by the people of Zainpora was the 
shortage of firewood because the forest stood at a long 
distance from this village. Firewood remained a persistent 
problem. I had put a suggestion before Bakhshi Ghulam 
Muhammad that instead of permit system, firewood depots 
were opened in different villages and that would do away 
with the corrupt practices prevailing in the department. 
Although Bakhshi agreed with me but he was surrounded by 
a clique of contractors and his brother Bakhshi Rashid who 
had vested interest in the prevailing system. They did not like 
my suggestion and felt displeased with me. They began to 
conspire against me and made it a point to sideline me- 
Evidently, such people considered me a thorn in their side 
and an obstruction in their loot of public property. Howeve!; 


I put my heart and soul in the service and developmental 
works of my area. 


Tryst with ideology 


I actively participated in the deliberations in political 
camps. I used to emphasize upon political workers to read 
the thought-provoking writings of intellectuals like Sardar 
Jaafari, Krishan Chander, Maxim Gorky, Lenin and others. 
They wrote about human fraternity and support to poverty 


stricken people all over the world. We wanted them to be 
fully aware of democratic values. 
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A year or two later, when Bakhshi Rashid became General 
Secretary of National Conference, Bakhshi Ghulam 
Muhammad had very little need of men like me. Once in a 
public rally in Kulgam, Bakhshi Rashid and Shamsud-Din 
openly declared that their party would not tolerate political 
activists unless the Peace Brigade patronized them. Only 
those persons who could flatter Bakhshi Rashid were now 
considered true workers. Those who had their individual 
thinking were considered among his enemies. He (Bakhshi 
Rashid) felt that people with independent mind were an 
obstruction in the family rule of the Bakhshi house. 

During the regime of Bakhshi, several remarkable 
achievements were made despite unleashing political 
oppression and hooliganism. One could mention about free 
education up to the highest level, opening of new schools 
and colleges, construction of roads and bridges and many 
such developmental programmes. Nevertheless, Bakhshi 
showed little interest in creating conditions for proper 
training of political workers oF acquainting the masses of 
people of the realities of ground situation. 

It fell to the lot of Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq to arrange 
camps for imparting political training to activists. NC 
leadership was bent upon scuttling this part of his activities. 
NC leadership was responsible for spreading a culture of 
sycophancy and flattery for self-aggrandizement. Patriotic 
and politically alive workers in the NC were sidelined one by 
one. As already stated, ! had firmly opposed the middlemen 
and contractors who were adepts in the art of flattery. This 
harmful skill distances a true political worker from his real 
mission and makes him succumb to personal loyalties. I was 
removed from the position of Tehsil President of National 


Conference. 


Split in NC 


Fed up with hooliganism and 
NC leadership, (Bakhshi regime), 


authoritarian behaviour of 
Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq 
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parted ways with the Bakhshi. He founded the Democratic 
National Conference (DNC). For some time, the DNC very 
ably performed its role as the party in opposition 
strengthening democratic traditions. It spoke for genuine 
rights of the people. But later on, owing partly to lust for 
power and partly because of pressures from the central 
government, Sadiq returned to the fold of the Bakhshi. 

One more reason for my ouster from the NC was my name. 
To be a Hindu was my biggest disadvantage that denied me a 
berth in the council of ministers or in the assembly. There 
were many sincere and dedicated political workers like 
myself whose ability and merit were taken a negative point. 
The 1906 Communal Award of the British imperialists still 
remained in force in one way or the other in the whole of 
Hindustan and particularly in Kashmir. A number of my 
students became ministers during the regime of Mir Qasim. 
Even Sadiq, who was a person of high ideals, honest to the 
hilt, a socialist and a patriot, too, inducted capitalists into seats 
of power. For example, he inducted the members of Burza 
and Tirath Ram families into the Assembly’ and in this way he 
missed the opportunity of allowing grassroot and sincere 
political workers to represent the people in right earnest. 


Bakhshi’s exit 


Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad was obliged to tender 
resignation under Kamaraj Plan.2 He was succeeded by 
Shamsud-Din. It was during his regime that the drama of 
stealing the holy relic in Hazratbal shrine was stage- 


'The Burza business family was connected to Sadiq, and Tirath Ram was 
closely linked to the D.P. Dhar f: 
(Translator’s comment) 

*Nehru wanted removal of 
Bakhshi was one of them. He 
Plan. Kamaraj Nadar, the Cong 
Congressmen to send in the; 
Bakhshi was trapped. 


amily through matrimonial alliance. 


some political personalities from powe!: 
devised the ingenious plan called Kamaraj 
ress President at that time demanded all toP 
t resignations to strengthen the party. The 
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managed. Actually, the relic had been displaced. The valley 
submerged into great commotion when the news of the “loss” 
of the holy relic was broken. Angry mobs came out on streets 
to make strong protestation. People of all faiths, Hindus, 
Sikhs and Muslim in the valley greatly resented the outrage. 
The relic was recovered with great difficulty but the real 
culprit has never been identified till date. The headline asli 
mujrim ko pesh karo (produce the real culprit) became the 
choice banner news of the dailies. The efforts of the Central 
government in recovering the holy relic proved fruitful.’ 


Hoodlums, thugs, corrupt ministers and covetous 


bureaucracy in Bakhshis government rent the democratic 
traditions asunder. In reaction, DNC came into being in 1957. 
One of the main objectives of this organization was to restore 
democratic values and social justice. Towards this end, it 
wanted to perform the role of a healthy opposition. I joined 
this organization and was made the President of the Tehsil 
unit and a member of provincial committee. During my stint 
in DNC, we could organize party rallies and meetings at 
many places. The aim was to focus the attention of the 
people on wrong decisions and deeds of the government. 
During that period, we had to bear the attacks of Peace 
Brigade. I arranged a rally in Zainapora under the leadership 
of Sadiq. Despite governments opposition, nearly twenty 
thousand people assembled in that rally. I arranged DNC 
conclaves in Badgam, Kulgam and Anantnag tehsils also. 
Occasionally I traveled to Jammu to work for this 
Organization in its rallies there. The hodlums of Peace 
Brigade usually threatened and intimidated us but we 
remained undeterred and carried forward our mission of 


restoration of democracy in the state. 


f . - 7 a £ 
Grapevine has it that the relic was removed by Bakhshi Ghulam 


Muhammad's brother Rashid Bakhshi to let his ailing mother have a glimpse 
and receive the blessings. Nehru deputed Lal Bahadur Shastr! to Srinagar to 


help recover the relic and cool down public temper: 
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Sadiq’s U turn te 

The year was 1962. Without taking us into eck 
Sadiq rejoined the fold of Bakhshi Rashid's alae 
Conference. Girdhari Lal Dogra, D.P. Dhar, Mir Qasim ane 
Sadiq himself took this decision. On the ground we were 
cautioning people that DNC movement was aimed ¥ 
bringing political stability and eradicating hooliganism an 
corruption from the state ruling apparatus. With Sadiq taking 
the decision, we had to cut a sorry figure before the public. 
DNC had been brought into existence just to pressurize the 
government of the day to address major problems facing the 
people. When the stalwarts of the organization joined hands 
with rulers of the time just for the lust of power, we were 
rendered helpless. Sadiq brought pressures on me to join NC. 
Despite my reluctance, I acceded to his insistence and 
rejoined NC. 

But, by that time, further erosion within the party had taken 
place. There was no alternate platform to give vent to the 
grievances of the people.. I was opposed to Bakhshi 
Rashid’s high-handedness and hooliganism. He stuck to his 
earlier stand of not giving us any position in the parly 
structure. Our word was never heard on the forum of the 
party. Instead of encouragement, many of my colleagues and 
I were treated with communal prejudice. A policy of 
segregating and teasing us was deliberately pursued. 


Pak intrusion of 1965 


Pakistan’s second armed intrusion began in 1965. Now this 
was the time to do something for the territorial integrity of the 
country. Ignoring all differences, | girded up my loins to 
organize people against the conspiracies of the intruders. 
I traveled to most of the villages in Shupian tehsil and 


exhorted people to remain united against the incursion of the 
enemy. I cautioned them about th 
enemy was hatchin 


Kalraspora, Mujihpa 


€ conspiracies which the 
8. We organized impressive rallies in 
thri, Ram Nagri and Shadi Marg villages 


POST-INDEPENDENCE YEARS / 103 


and areas. 4 

forests of Yusmar , N pia could easily come from the 
into those areas at cane for my life, I often went deep 
local pcosle We ‘ 1 or without security but accompanied by 
eicwae = es cago hurdles in the path of infiltrators on 
pe once towns of the valley. The infiltrators were 
nehiaoic Geos ores Kashmiris gave a befitting reply to 
and unity in pane akistan. They had the tools of fraternity 

iands to resist the enemy with. 


hg ees ie Legislative Assembly was round the comer. 
Gohaees : ier, enw. himself had laid the foundation of the 
oe saan ead for the whole of the State. I was a part of it. 
time for pean of Shupian Tehsil Congress. When the 
eee seed of tickets for assembly elections came, 
the Hee sed to see that with Sadiq at the helm of affairs, 
eons Were given even to some of those who had 

e the guides of the infiltrators in 1965. For example, 


Sadi ; 
ene Ali was the Congress candidate from Budgam 
uency. He was not a member of either the Congress OF 
dential he had was that he 


Nati 
nae Conference. The only cre 
e 2 * . . . 4 
pra ae a notorious person 1n guiding the infiltrators. 
cova ahman Dar was made a Congress candidate from 
constituency. He was fundamentally qa staunch 


ps sick Jamaat-e-Islami and. its politics. The two very 
ce ee and steadfast workers of Budgam and 
evel ely Abdur-Rahman Rahat and Amirullah, 
Budul eee were ignored. This was also the case with 
sae i uency where 4 Block Officer, instrumental in 

ging the infiltrators to wreck destruction In the area 


Ww : 
ae given mandate.' 
viden ; 
tly, under these circumstances, there was no 


cess of militancy in 


e rapid suc 
h the militants is 


obbing wit 
d their leadership. 


'These ex: 
Ginn een throw a flood of light on th 
nothing n refore and after 1990. Thus hobn 
ew for NC or other political parties an 
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question of I figuring anywhere in any list. I was dubbed a 
communist or a Bata (Hindu), good enough negative 
qualifications to keep me out of sight. A number of 
delegations from our area met Sadiq, Mir Qasim and D.P' ee 
protest against this decision of the Congress but to no avail. 
I felt it was very difficult for me to remain active on all fronts. 
The trappings of a Hindu name held me back from my 
movement onwards on all political fronts. It hurt me. Greatly 
dismayed with ground realities, I decided to resign as 
president of tehsil Congress and Provincial Committee. 
I found there was no place for secular politics in Kashmir. 
People with prejudicial attitude and of communal hunch had 
held political Parties in their clutch. Imperceptibly, the 
intention of separating the State from the Indian Union was 
buttressed from inside the party. Thus there remained only 
the Communist Party, which, in my perception bore the 
secular label in terms of its name and ideology. 

Stepping out of Congress, | joined the Communist Party, 
and filled the nomination form for the membership of 
legislative assembly on behalf of this party. But my: 
application was rejected on the pretext that I had not taken an 
oath of loyalty to the Indian Union2 Applications of many 
more candidates of our party were rejected on the same plea. 
Indeed Congress leadership wanted to see their nominated 
candidates winning the election without a contestant. 


‘Durga Prasad Dhar, the scion of great Dhar House of Safakadal, was an 
active progressive worker of NC. He had established close connections with 
New Delhi and was considered a link between J&K and the Centre. He 
became Union Minister for Planning and also served as India’s Ambassadc ar 
in Moscow. A man of varied tastes, he had approach to Nehru and Indira 
Gandhi. He died of heart attack at an early age of 58. 

‘It is amusing that a Pandit labeled as Indian agent is not admitted to the 
political fold even when he declines to take an oath of allegiance to the 
Indian Union Constitution : This shows the deep-seated prejudice against 
the community. (translator’s comment) 
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Jamaat-e Islami 


This was the time when Jammat-e Islami schools (darsgab) 


were opened in villages and localities throughout the valley. 
These seminaries gave great momentum to fundamentalist 
ideology. Serious efforts were made to undo the teachings of 
fraternity and equality brought by Laleshwari (Laleh Ded) 
and Shaykh Nurud-Din Wali! from the valley of Kashmir. 
Retrograde and imperialist forces and organizations in 
foreign countries provided substantial amounts of money 
through local anti-national conduits in order to speed up 
campaign for the popularity of Jamaat-e Islami schools. Like 
unconcerned spectators, pseuco-secular political leaders and 
State authorities in Kashmir watched this development 
without moving a finger. They pretended not to have to do 
anything with this situation and behaved in a manner as if 
they saw nothing and heard nothing. The truth is that they 
Were overt and covert accomplices in these dsigns. 
After becoming a member of the Communist Party, 
I functioned as the General Secretary of Kisan Party. But 
Within a span of one or two years, I saw the real face of the 
Communist Party behind the mask that it was wearing. My 
association with the Communist Party had begun when I was 
introduced to Comrade Dhanvantari. However, during those 
days there seemed some compatibility between the ideals of 
National Conference and the Socialists. The Naya Kashmir 
Manifesto of NC was committed to social justice and 
Cradication of poverty. Unfortunately, this ideal was blunted 
by the politics of communalism and opportunism. . 
After joining the State Communist Party, I found that I i 
compromised with retrograde thinking. They 84V° priority t 
eat tradition of 


professions that dealt a severe blow to the g 
social justice. Hindu-Muslim hatred had infected this party as 


well. The party was communist only in name. Its ways an 


_—— 


[ have already challenged his credentials in an earlier gloss. 
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methods were remarkably similar to that of the Congress. 
Here also personal merit of the workers was ignored and 
their importance to the party was gauged through the prism 
of religion. Communist leadership behaved arbitrarily ane 
without political principles; they served their self-interests. 
The interests of society and the nation received second 
priority with them. 

Iam reminded of an incident pertaining to the Communist 
leader of the Valley namely Abdus-Sattar Ranjoor.' A land 
tiller named Abdul-Kabir lived in his locality. He had been 
forcibly evicted from his landed possession. Actually Sattar 
Ranjoor wanted to buy that plot of land for himself. 
I considered this mean act totally against communist 
ideology. I could no more continue to be an active worker of 
this party. 

Z.A. Ahmad, the known communist leader was in-charge 
of Kashmir branch. I related the black deeds of some of the 
party workers to him. But strangely he did not move his 
finger. Some people closely associated with Ranjoot 
indulged in timber smuggling practice. | conveyed this too to 
Ahmad. But no change was visible in his approach. All that I 
could understand was that my plain speaking was gall to him. 

In 1979, Harkishan Singh Surjeet came to Kashmir with the 
purpose of opening a branch of CPM. He called me to 
Srinagar. He told me that he had dedicated his whole life to 
the cause of the peasants and to promoting secular against 
communal politics. He said that I should take active part in his 
party. He made me vice president of Kisan Mahaz. I was 
invited to participate in the Peasants Conventions in Trichut 
in Kerala, and later on, in Midnapur, West Bengal. 
I participated in these conventions on my own expenses. 
I was also invited to be an observer in Vijaywada communist 
convention. I made this trip again on my own expenses. 
I was getting freedom fighters pension from 1972, which 
made it possible for me to participate in these conferences. 
Se 


34 "Jy. - . . . 
Militants gunned him down in his own home. 


POS'T-INDEPENDENCE YEARS / 107 


The scenario at this point of time was that people flocked 
to National Conference with the motive of amassing wealth 
and spreading hatred against India in the minds of ordinary 
people. Likewise, the echelons of Communist Party, too, 
towed the same line. They had scant care for bringing 
political awareness among the masses of people or 
addressing their pressing problems. In great despair 
I witnessed this sordid turn of events and chose to remain 
tight lipped. 

Now I remained confined to my 
ancestral profession of attending to MY 
pursuits. For most of the time, I kept myself busy with 
peasantry. The dream, for which I had wasted precious days 
‘a my youth, was lost in pitched darkness. Despite invitations 
ath aaianaiy secular organization of CPM or other parties, 
mee ced myself from the mess and painfully watched the 
ae ae of self-aggrandizement and nepotism in full 
6 ae Olitical parties posing 4s protagonists of Indian 

Cularism and local governments were interested only in 
grabbing positions of power. They showed scant interest in 
resisting external forces that were bent upon destabilizing 
the state and society. There was 2 scramble for seats of 
Power, for wealth and for selfish interests. And there were no 
eae of conscience if these objectives Were achieved even 

y trampling under foot all democratic norms OF the sections 
of minor ity as well as the weaker and deprived segments of 
Society. 

During the stewardship of Sadia, 
experience of how them Mir Qasim made all efforts to isolate 
him from ordinary party workers. He qvanted to replace them 
by his own henchmen and loyalists. When Sadiq was the. 
chief minister, Mir Qasim managed to rope in thirty MLAs and 
took them all the way to New Delhi to lodge a protest. Indira 
Gandhi was the Prime Minister at that point of time, and she 
was profoundly knowledgeable about the Congress and 


other leaders of Kashmir. Mir Qasim’s grouse was that Sadiq 


home and took up my 
petty agricultural 


1 had gained the bitter 
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was instrumental in freeing Sheikh Abdullah from the prison; 
he meted out to him a liberal treatment. However, Indira 
Gandhi knew that most of the Kashmir MLAs were “Khaliq 
made” who had not even the remotest concern with the 
politics of the state and its problems. She sent them back 
disappointed and dismayed. She had bluntly told them that 
“Khaliq made” members of assembly were not competent to 
take decisions like that. The “Khaliq made” term referred to 
Abdul Khaliq, the then Deputy Commissioner of Anantnag 
who had helped most of these dissenting members to win the 
elections uncontested by fraudulently rejecting the 
nomination papers of their opponents. In that election, 
nomination papers of those candidates who did not enjoy the 
favour of Mir Qasim had been rejected under one or the other 
pretext. The common pretext was that the applicants had not 
submitted their affidavits in accordance with the constitution 


of the Indian Union. My nomination form also met the same 
fate. 


During the closing years of Sadiq government, Mir Qasim 
had made it very difficult for his supporters in the party t© 
work in Congress organization. At the end of the day, Sadiq 
had understood Mir Qasim’s machinations of internal 
subversion. He coveted the seat of chief minister. | had 4? 
opportunity of meeting with Sadiq a short while before his 
death. In that meeting, he candidly expressed that he had 
become the target of Qasims conspiracy, which resulted in 
the Congress party passing into the hands of opportunists. In 
the same meeting, he expressed to me that he intended to 
control the damage and take into his hands the reins of the 
party. He even exhorted me to take active part in the 
Congress. Soon after this meeting, 


he was taken ill an 
removed to Chandigarh where he bre 


athed his last. 
Mir Qasim 


en Qasim succeeded Ghulam Muhammad Sadiq. H€ 
gan his administration with a free for the Jamaat-e Islam. It 
Ww ft 

as Owing to his support and encouragement that four ot five 


be 
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known Jamaatis managed to win assembly seats in the 
election. In Nandi constituency, the Congress candidate lost 
by six thousand votes. The reason was that Mir Qasim had 
fielded a close relative of his against this official candidate. 
Some Congress candidates were deployed in his election 
campaign. Despite spending a lot of money, he could win 
only by a small margin of two thousand votes. The Jammat-e 
Islami candidate won by seven thousand votes. This was how 
Mir Qasim scuttled the chances of Congress winning the 
constituency. He played vital role in dividing the Congress 
vote. It was during the tenure of Mir Qasim that Jamaat-¢ 
Islami succeeded in recruiting anti-Indian elements in the: 
ranks of administration so that the voice of the nationalist 


movement would be stifled in the state. 


Sadiq 

Notwithstanding some of his mistakes, Sadiq was 
politically energetic and vibrant. He showed much interest in 
imparting political training to workers. As a result of his 
efforts political training schools were opened at many places 
in the valley during 1948-49. Two such schools were opened 
in Mujahid Manzil and Malang Pora in Pulwama. ! had 
participated in their briefings. This was a good and useful 
experiment. But later on, Mirza Afzal Baig and Bakhshi 
Ghulam Muhammad both discouraged political orientation 
programme of these schools. These were ultimately closed 
down. During his tenure as Chief Minister, Sadiq gave more 
than desirable importance to Mir Qasim, and unwittingly 
diluted principles of democracy that were once very dear to 
him. Towards the last days of his life, he was fully in the grip 


of Mir Qasim. I lost all hope in Sadiq. 


Secularism Abused 
hat had launched hate-Hindu 


The in-power clique t 
-cally patronized during the regime of 
campaign was methodically P ident. A small village 


Mir Qasim. I am reminded of an incid 
named Sofi Pora is located close to Zainpora. Apart from a 
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majority of Hanafi Sunni Muslims, there existed ans 
Ahmadia! families also. The nambardar of this village 
belonged to the Hanafi? sect. The villagers had ie 
complaints against him and wanted to replace him with 
another person who hailed from Ahmadia sect. The 
nambardar (headman of the village) went to the District 
Congress President in Anantnag. He made him a gift of eight 
hundred rupees in cash and a canister of ghee. With these 
gifts, he managed to win his favour. It is amusing to note pow 
the district president pleaded the case of the Hanafi Muslim S 
candidature. He incited the Hanafi Maulavis of the village 
against the Ahmadis with all conceivable vulgarity. For 
example, the maulavis said that if a dog was drinking water 
from a stream, people downstream could drink from that 
stream but if in place of a dog there was an Ahmadi, then 
downstream water was disallowed (haram) for the Hanafis. 
The matter was blown out of proportion and tension 
escalated so much so that the Ahmadis were threatened that 
their houses would be set on fire and their lives endangered. 

In those days I happened to be the Congress block 
president. Some elders of the Ahmadia sect came to me with 
their complaints. In my capacity as Congress Block President, 
I approached the SSP of Anantnag to tell him that he should 
send for the elders of both the communities and impress 
upon them the need for reconciliation. I thought that the issue 
of nambardari would become quite serious if made the 
source of hatred, between the two communities. The 
behaviour of the Hanafis had also caused some anxiety to the 


‘Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian in Punj 
followers are called Ahmadi or Qadiy 
not the last of prophets. P 
Muslims. 


n ‘§ tc cer is 

ab was the founder of this sect. H : 

: ? ad was 

ani. He declared that Muhammad : 
akistan does not recognize the Ahmadis 


2 . . . i 
“Abu Hanifa was one of the famous four great theologians of ae 
Muslim faith. He flourished at Bukhara in present-day Uzbekistan in 8t 


century A.D. His theological school called Hanafi School of orthodox Islam 
attained great fame in the sub-continent, 
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Pandits of Zainpora. Their delegation to Mustafa Khan, the 
District Commissioner of Anantnag, had expressed its serious 
apprehensions. But the DC, instead of committing the 
government to the protection of a minority, took them to task 
in a manner as if they had not even the right to express their 
fears. In the meanwhile, some Hanafi persons went to see 
the district Congress president to speak against my initiative 
of forging amity between the two communities. The 
President gave them a patient hearing but then flew into rage 
expressing why a Hindu should interfere in a case that 
pertained exclusively to the Muslims only. For me, it was 
only an organizational issue and not a Hindu-Muslim one. The 
President spoke to two persons (Abdur-Rashid of Chitragam 
and Ghulam Qadir Baba of Babapore) that their priority was 
to cleanse the Congress parity of the people with tilak (the 
crimson colour, which Hindus put on their foreheads). What 
tight had a tilakbearing person to meddle in this issue, he 
asked? Abdur-Rashid was formerly a member of Plebiscite 
Front and on my persuasion he had joined Congress. He met 
me the next day and related to me the story in full. 

This is how Congress became an instrument of 
propagating communal hatred during the tenure of Mir 
Qasim. This was the period in which separatist forces in the 
state received encouragement. The regime also provided 
open field for bribery and corruption. Bureaucracy looted 
public exchequer. This phenomenon continues till date. 
A close study will show that many among the bureaucrats 
today are those who were inducted during Qasim’s period. 

Various political organizations of Kashmir had, advertently 
and inadvertently, contributed to anti-Hindu sentiment before 
and after 1947 just to achieve their political goal. Prior to 
1947, the struggle against the Maharaja was labeled as a 
Struggle against Hindu assertiveness. Of course there wcrS 
some Hindus who opposed the Quit Kashmir movement a ‘ 
manner in which a particular class of Muslim population ha 


also opposed. Yet in the greal and decisive struggle for 
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freedom, the Hindus and Muslims of the valley fought 
shoulder to shoulder against the autocratic regime. | 

After the reins of power passed into the hands of National 
Conference in 1947, the party selectively targeted Hindus for 
ouster from various walks of life under one pretext oF the 
other. Most of these Hindus were protagonists of secular 
ideology and religious tolerance. For example a Kisan 
Conference leader and nambardar Shivji Bhatt of Fatehpora, 
Anantnag was forced to leave Kashmir after 1947. But he 
managed to get this order cancelled by paying a bribe of 
eighteen hundred rupees to National Conference. He is the 
same Shivji Bhatt whom the Muslims of Fatehpora had made 
to lay the foundation stone of the mosque at Hazratbal 
Fatehpora. This mosque remains till date the symbol of 
Hindu-Muslim fraternity of Kashmir. 

I am reminded that when Sadiq laid the foundation of 
Congress in the Kashmir, the Sheikh pronounced it me 
organization of the Hindus. He raised the slogan of social 
boycott (tark-i- mawalat) against those who joined the 
organization. People were told neither to dine nor talk to the 
Congressites. A wave of hatred was spread against the 
Congressmen to the extent that once in Bogam, Kulgam, 4 
Congressman named Ahsan Khan offered prayers in the local 
mosque. At that time hey was spread out on the floor of the 
mosque instead of furnishing. After he had read the namaz, 
the people collected that hey, dumped it outside on the 
ground and set it on fire thereby indicating that they had 
purified the mosque of a sinners presence, Thus healthy and 
out-reaching political vision was replaced by conservatism 
and shortsightedness, 

Left parities were no ©xception to this retrograde culture. 
From the very beginning, the Communist party was also ae 
along communal lines and that was the reason why I quit Il 
Dedicated and secular workers were sidelined while 
malefactors like timber smugglers and drug traffickers were 


inducted into the party and encouraged. All this happened 
under the patronage of Ranjoor, 
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Return of Sheikh 


Indira-Sheikh Abdullah Accord of 1975 took place when 
Qasim was at the helm of affirms in the State. Sheikh became 
the Chief Minister. He termed the Plebiscite Front era as the 
period of aimless wandering. But the anti-India and anti- 
Hindu elements boosted during past twenty OF twenty-two 
years were now in the seat of power. The Sheikh totally 
ignored the leadership of the minority community. 
For example instead of Moti Lal Misri, a dedicated freedom 
fighter, a Hindu judge was given the opportunity of 
representing the Hindu minority in the assembly. This person 
had not even the remotest link with the community affairs.’ 
The same treatment was meted out to the people of Jammu. 


Muftis machinations 
all records during this 


Bribery and hooliganism broke 
those details. His son 


period. I would not like to go into 
Dr. Faroog Abdullah succeeded the Sheikh. Owing to his 
carelessness, inexperience and immaturity, Ghulam 
Muhammad Shah was able to grab the seat of chief minister. 
The union government, too, played some role in propelling 
him to that position. Under his tutelage Awami National 
Conference came into existence. Shah's wife and Farooq’s 
sister Khalida Shah headed this party. Some time later, Mufti 
Saeed manipulated the ouster of G.M. Shah by inciting his 
goons to attack and loot the Hindus in South Kashmir.’ The 
Hindus of Dhanav, Bogund, Wanpoh and other villages were 


nen 

‘Perhaps allusion is to Mohan Kishen Tikku. 4 

“The Hindu houses and some temples in the rural Anantnag were attacke 
and damaged. Despite repeated demands of the victims of violence, 
State government never ordered an inquiry into the incident nor debatedt : 
issue in the Assembly tedve alone providing any relief to the ea 
Persons. The Mufti became Home Minister of India in Mane 
a aa on the strong recommendation of Delhi’s Shahi Imam © Jam 

asjid. 
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made the target. Apart from these villages, Hindu temples at 
Lokeh Bhavan, Fatehpora, Aeshmuqam and some more 
places were destroyed and Hindu houses targeted. 

Prior to this vandalizing, many false and baseless rumours 
were spread to stoke the flames of religious frenzy. It was 
rumoured that Muslims in Jammu were massacred and the 
dead bodies of Kashmiris were sent to the valley in three 
truckloads. The only purpose of spreading such canards pk 
to instigate Kashmiri Muslims against the Hindus. Muslim 
groups in Anantnag district organized rallies and while 
expressing their anger, attacked many Hindu settlements, 
vandalized their temples and looted their houses. For the first 
time after 1947, a planned conspiracy was hatched to force 
the Hindu minority out of the valley. Behind all this 


lay the greed among the Congress leaders for grabbing 
political power! 


Farooq again 


The Shah government fell and Farooq began his second 
stint as chief minister. The minority community was gripped 
by insecurity and fear. Religion and politics had got mixed up 
in Kashmir for quite some time. In the election of 1989, 
religious fanaticism was at its peak. All anti-India and anti- 
Hindu groups joined hands to form the Muslim United Front 
(MUF). The opposition adopted precisely the same antics as 
were adopted by the National Conference earlier. 
Previously, NC used to ask for votes in the name of Islam and 
Pakistan. Now the MUF asked votes in order to implement 
Nizam-e Mustafa (The Order of the Prophet). The fact of the 
matter is that the foundation of communal politics in Kashmir 
was actually laid by Mirza Afzal] Baig. People of Kashmir fully 
remember the green handkerchief and cubes of rock sallt, 
which Beg used to brandish in public rallies when 


‘The Pandits have been demanding an inquiry into the event but without 
any result. 
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campaigning for NC elections. These were symbolic of 
Pakistan. After 1953, Baig used to seduce the audience in his 
speeches with these demonstrative antics. He persisted with 
his anti-Hindu rhetoric throughout that period. 

However, after forging election partnership with 
Congress, Farooq could not continue to pursue his 
dichotomy. The role was left to the MUF. The NC had only 
One option to win the elections and that was of rigging. The 
government resorted to undemocratic ways of foiling 
attempts of some candidates of MUF to win assembly seats. 
Anti-Hindu lava gathered together dangerously, and it had to 
burst sooner or later. It was in 1990 that this belching lava 
engulfed Kashmir. A tiny spark was needed to ignite it. The 
spark came from Pakistan and its notorious ISI 

Kashmir bureaucracy strongly contributed to this scenario. 
It was already overstuffed with such elements as relentlessly 
encouraged anti-India propensity. Not only that, even in 
some cases, some segments of bureaucracy Were co- 


promoter of organized terror in Kashmir. 


A resume 


The beginning of Jammu and Kash d 
in 1931 had unfortunately begun with the for ee 
vandalizing of the Hindus of Vichar Nag and Mahara} Ganj. 
In 1989-90, the story was repeated. But this time - 
dimensions were much different. It is not correct to ele a 
the 1990 events sprang all of a sudden. The fact is ve ee 
Since 1947 all political organizations and all po Ke = 
fanned the flames of communalism for self-aggra” ize 
Or for political aspirations. Prior to 1947, aes pe the 
Sheikh Abdullah had created pee 
attainment of freedom and coming t© ah he Muslim 
to same antics and manipulations, oe .s 
Conference had pressed into service. He did so tuate hi 
felt that that was the way in which he could perpe 


mir freedom movement 
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Sultanate over Jammu and Kashmir.'! While fighting for 
power through democratic methods he, at the end of the day, 
succumbed to undemocratic ways and means. His old 
colleague Kashyapa Bandhu raised this issue several times 1n 
the meetings of the Working Committee. Many times he 
advised him not to mix up politics and religion. At one time 
he had suggested that the Awqaf (Muslim Endowment Trust) 
should be given in the hands of a religious organizauion 
without any interference from the Government. He had said 
that the ruling party adhering to the principle of secularism 
would get bogged down with religious affairs and thus would 
find itself distracted from addressing crucial administrative 
and political matters. Sheikh Abdullah rejected this 
suggestion. Kashyapa Bandhu left National Conference. In 
one of his speeches, the Sheikh had said that Islam is the sun 
and all other faiths are its satellites. 

This was a startling transformation in the thinking of a 
leader who once was the standard bearer of secularism in the 
valley of Kashmir. It was the same Sheikh who had raised the 
resonant slogan of “Hindu-Muslim-Sikh eftebad” (Hindu- 
Muslim-Sikh unity). The fact is that in those days he was 
trying to win the trust and confidence of the people of the 
State. He used to raise slogans that suited his impending plans 
(without conviction ¢7). But it was a stupendous calumny, and 
today we, the Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs of Kashmir, are 
facing its consequences. It is necessary to mention that 
Sheikh Abdullah never gave any importance to Kashmif! 
Hindus in Kashmir’s social, economic and political life 


'It is strange that the author has not tried to 


of Sheikh Abdullah while he was leading the anti-autocracy movement, 
during the process of transfer of power in October-November 1947, at the 
time of framing of the Indian Union Constitution and the period immediately 
preceding 1952. The letters of Kashyapa Bandhu-written to the Sheikh 
before and after the accession throw 4 flood of light on how the Sheikh’s 
mind worked. English translation of these letters made by this writer wa° 
published by the monthly Kashmir Sentinel in its issues in 2001 


analyse and lay bare the mind 
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despite the fact that this community has been living in 
Kashmir for thousands of years. He often addressed them as 
“dhimmis”' (second grade citizen in a Muslim state) and 
desired to leave them to the mercy of the majority group. No 
religious harmony can be expected from superficial 
secularism based on this type of thinking. This accounts for 
the growth and spread of communal forces in Kashmir during 
the times of the Sheikh. Its first outburst took place in 1986.” 


1990: funeral of hopes 


Kashmir political leaders who succeeded Sheikh 
Muhammad Abdullah, one and all left no stone unturned to 
nibble at political, social and economic rights of Kashmiri 
Hindus. 


In 1975, Sheikh Abdullah bega — 
Minister. He gave clear instructions to his cabinet minister 


D.D. Thakur that the latter was free to recruit anybody in © 
government service except the Kashmiri Hindus. One of the 
reasons for him to hate the Kashmiri Hindus was that the 
Pandits were peace loving and nationalists. All subsequent 
8Overnments in the State systematically cut at the roots of 
Kashmiri Pandits. This policy, the desk-book formula for all 
subsequent governments in the State, remained in force and 
reached its peak in 1989. When terrorism surfaced in the 
valley in 1990, the Kashmiri Pandit minority became its first 
target. The valley was totally cleansed of the Hindus and 
Islamization of Kashmir was enforced on all levels. In the first 


n his second stint as Chief 


a 
'Non-Muslims living in an Islamic State are called dbimmt o se : 
pane same rights and privileges as the Muslims do. TI 
reat them as s ss citizens. 
military servic ae ae trust) but for this exemption they have to 
Pay the poll tax (jizya). Under Caliphate they WPT" ii 
Prominent coloured patch of cloth on their shoulder to - 
from the Muslims. me villages in 
*Allusion is to the attacks on Hind ie 
Anantnag on the behest of Mufti Saeed. 


u houses and temples! 
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place, the Hindus were threatened and intimidated, which 
forced them to flee Kashmir. This was followed by their 
selective killing, loot and arson. Among the known Pandit 
personalities who fell to the bullets of the terrorists were men 
like Tika Lal Taploo,! Nilkanth Ganjoo’, Prem Nath Bhatt* and 
others, Enlightened and nationalist Hindus were butchered in 
broad daylight. In the length and breadth of the valley, the 
death dance was forced upon the Hindus. They were tortured 
and killed in barbaric manner. Even the Hindu women were 
not spared. A Hindu woman was cut into slices under 
machine saw. One thought that humanism had abandoned 
Kashmir and brutes and barbarians dominated the valley of 
flowers and verdure. Staff bearers of faith resorted to such 
barbaric and inhuman acts in the name of faith as would pul 
humanism to shame. A gentle and experienced teacher and 
poet Sarvanand Kaul Premi and his son were kidnapped from 
his house. Nails were driven into his forehead. He was killed 
in most barbaric manner. His only fault was that throughout 
his life he had kept Kashmiriyyat and Kashmri language close 
to his heart. Bushan Lal Aminu, Avtar Krishan Raina of Avel, 
Kulgam, Pushkar Nath of Bejbehara, Radhakrishan of Shurt 
Radha Krishan of Ashmoji, and Moti Lal of Bhangund are 
some of the names that instantly come to my mind." All of 
these martyrs were brutally gunned down by the terrorists. 
What is most shameful and dastardly is that these terrorists 
also gunned down some of the kith of their victims wh? 
performed their death rites and cremated them. This was © 
strike fear and terror among the Hindus. Youthful and 


'BJP Chief, Kashmir Division 


Justice Nila Kanth Ganjoo, the Sessions Judge of Srinagar who had 
pronounced death sentence to Magbul Bhat for killing Amar Chand 0 
Bait Baramulla, an officer in CID branch of J&K Police Department. 
= ployee lawyer, social figure and a scholar from Anantnag. 
anun Kashmir Movementhas compiled a comprehensive list of the 
Pandidts who were killed by the terrorist. They submitted a copy of the list tO 


the Nation: ‘ : cd 
ree necce Human Rights Commission also. It has listed 1200 names come 
1e Drutal manner in which they were killed 
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people. Even they, too, thought that only the Hindus were 
the root cause of all the trouble. No human rights organization 
championing the cause of human rights here and there, aver 
uttered a word on the plight of the Hindus of Kashmir. 
Contrarily, they held Kashmiri Hindus responsible for all that 
was happening. No human rights organization spoke a word 
about this barbaric treatment of the Hindus. All raced to hold 
the Hindus responsible for the unfolding crisis. 


Foreign hand 


History of external players conspiring to force political 
instability in Kashmir is of long standing. From 1847 till today 
imperialist powers have been targeting it for their strateg!¢ 
and other interests. From the time when reins of powe! 
passed into the hands of Maharaja Gulab Singh, the British 
colonial power expressed in no ambiguous words its deep 
interest in the State. Later on, they installed their Resident 19 
Kashmir conferring on him a wide range of powers. Then 
was incepted the British Trade Agency with overt objective 
of conducting trade with Central Asia. But in reality, this 
organization worked as British intelligence agency 
monitoring the moves of two big powers in the region, 
namely Russia and China. It aimed at neutralizing the 
influence of these two countries and their trading prospects: 
Soon after the passage of complete freedom resolution by the 
Indian National Congress, the British government began 
backing all communal and exploitative forces in Kashmir. 

Soon after the partition of India in 1947, Pakistan launched 
an attack on Kashmir using frontier tribesmen as the 
vanguard. It was the Government of India that took Kashmir 
case to the UN. But instead of punishing Pakistan for het 
aggression against India, the UN adopted a method by which 
imperialist forces could find it easy for them to go on with 
their designs in Kashmir question. This provided them leve! 
for instigating people in the name of religion so that they 
could find market for their weapon manufacturing and 
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marketi 
co seis aney did not hesitate even to create a 
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Not only Pak 


Oraiates , inspite of all this, c 
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emocratic movement of Kashmir. Pakistan never 
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Kashmiri leaders incited religious sentiments of the people 
and always cared for protecting their vested interest. 
Examples of how personal loyalty could boomerang are rife 
particularly in the case of political career of Afzal Baig. 
Throughout his life, he stood by Sheikh Abdullah through 
thick and thin. He walked hand in hand with the Sheikh from 
day one of the freedom movement. But when he was 
suspected of creating an obstruction in the path of favoritism 
and family rule, he was not spared and thrown out from the 
party. When, in a rally in Hazuri Bagh, he tried to place 
before the public his contribution and the treatment meted 
out to him, National Conference musclemen disrupted the 
rally and denied him the freedom to speak. They created 
disorder and pelted stones on the podium. Hiding behind the 
collapsed shamiana (canopy), Afzal Baig somehow 
managed to run away to a place of safety. 


6. 1990: The Great Deluge 


When this ki ae 
ieied Gut = seis humiliating and coercive treatment was 
the “dhimmi” Hi ae NC leader like Afzal Baig, how could 
safety in the giv indus feel convinced of their security and 
the Hindus its en arrangement? Whatever happened with 
long-standin 990 is, in fact, the cumulative outcome of a 
leadership 2 = political shortsightedness of Kashmir 
the solties is hardly any need to explain who were 
Lieto Oa cg eR aney machination brought JK 
nid whoaadee ons existence. Who buttressd Jamat-e Islami 
Kashmiri mass . political uncertainty into the minds of the 
were the ae a were the enemies within and they 
with blatant con ati swore by secularist ideology yet acted 
Yet anoth nmunalism.’ 
every ie ora amusing thing is that fro 
in Kashmir concentrate 


m 1947 to present day, 
d on one and only 


a 
'Non- ‘ : 
Not ree lims in an Islamic State are given th 
Official ae be part of the Islamic army and have to pa 
CitiZens, Se ection. They are treated as only second cl 
This is se nals 
Paragraph eines In previous parts and in the following 
ting “hbure nee has indicated that it was f men in power lo 
Political ‘shor iteration of the Hindu minority hmir. It was not 
deermination, but extraordinary P wareness and 
Musi 
pettinwahcad the Union Government led by Congress t 
the world oe of the State Government and presen 
womb destru x secularist mde] not realizing that this slogan ¢ 
ction of the minuscule Hindu minority. 


e status of dbimmi. They are 
y atax for receiving 
ass and not equal 


of this work 
the policy © 
of Kas 
olitical a 


isually overlooked 
ted Kashmir t0 
arried in its 


124 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGHTS 


one aim — amassing as much wealth as he could. This aim 
was always given the first priority. Nobody seriously cared to 
apprise the masses of Jammu and Kashmir of nefarious 
designs and intentions of conspiratorial elements: nobody 
showed any interes: in resisting and confronting malefactors- 
Yes, everybody tried to stoke the flames of hatred and stifling 
environs. When the situation went out of control in 1990, all 
leaders sat hands bound, and watched the naked dance of 
death like indifferent and unconcerned persons. Whatever 
happened in 1990 did not touch their skin. They are enjoy!Ns 
life even now as gleefully as they did before. Those who 
became the victims were the Kashmiri Hindus en masse and a 
handful of nationalist Muslims. All terrorist organizauions, 
JKLF, Hizbul-Mujahideen, Allah Tigers, and Operation 
Balakot et al devoutly followed the main agenda of how the 
Hindu religious minority and a few nationalist Muslims of te : 
valley should be uprooted and annihilated. How the Hindus 

should be reduced to the wretchedness of refugees banished 
from their native place. In winter of 1990, Kashmir environs 
resounded with slogans like this 


Aseh chhuh bhanawun Pakistan 

Batav ros batehnew san 

(We have to make (Kashmir) Pakistan/ Albeit without 
Bhattas (Hindus) but along with their Bhatineb ( womenf olk). 


The slogan undoubtedly reveals what precisely lay in tne 
deep recess of the mind of terrorist operatives and the! 
supporters and mentors. There could be no worse moral 
degradation than the one in question. 

The story of repression and tyranny unleashed against 
Kashmir Hindus goes back to six centuries. During the re18? 
of Sultan Sikandar (butshikan) The Iconoclast, they were left 
with three options (a) run away (b) mix up or (C) face 
annihilation. Mixing up meant conversion and annihilatio? 
meant their wholesale massacre. From those distant times 
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down to 1990, the Hindus of Kashmir have been repeatedly 
forced to choose one of the three options. In 1990, they were 
forced to leave their home and hearth. How could a 
minuscule minority withstand the onslaught of unimaginable 
tyranny? The desire to protect life makes a man do what one 
never can imagine. 

The Al-Safa in its issue of 13 April 1990 published a 
release. In it a warning was given to the Kashmiri Hindus that 
if they did not leave the valley within 24 hours, they would 
be massacred in cold blood. Look at the perfidy. On the one 
hand the Hindus were handd out life threats Co leave 
immediately and on the other hand a disinformation 
campaign was started that the Hindus left on the behest of 
Jagmohan, the Governor of Kashmir at that point of time. 
What an incredible canard this is? Those who make such 
assertions want to throw dust into the eyes of the nation and 
the community. Have they forgotten that the mosques all 
over the valley were fitted with loud speakers, which buzzed 
with all sorts of threats to the Hindus? Today they try to feign 
ignorance of the slogans they had raised at that time like the 


following: 


@ Jisko Kashm 
(One who wants to live in Kash 


Akbar or Muslim call for prayer) 
@ Aye zalimo aye kafiro/Kashmir hamara chborh do 
/ quit our Kashmir) 


(Oh you tyrants and oh you infidels 
@ Kashmir mein kya chalega / Nizam-e Mustafa 
@ Hamen kya chahiye/ Nizam-e Musatafa 
(What will run in Kashmir/ Nizam-e Mustafa or the 
System of the Prophet? What do we want/Nizam-e- 


Mustafa)? 

@ Jago jago sobh bui/jago jag 
hai/ab Kashmir ki bari bat 
(Rise it is morning/rise it is morning. 
game/ now it is the turn of Kashmir) 


ir mein rabna bai/ Allab o Akbar kabna bai 
mir should recite Allah o 


o sobh bui Chin ne bazi hari 


China has lost the 


a 
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Consider these words of a handbill issued by Peoples 
League: 

Peoples League ka kya paygham/fath, azaadi aur Islam 

(What is the message of Peoples League/ Victory, freedom 
and Islam) 

Another flier says: 


@ Islam hamara magsad hai/Quran bamara dasigir hai/ 
Jehad hamara rasta hai 

@ (islam is our objeact/Quran is our guiding principle 
(constitution) jibad is our path 

@ Allah Tigers did not lag behind: 
Allah o Akbar Musalmano jago/kafiro bhago jibad 
araha hai 

(Allah o Akbar Oh Muslims awake, O infidels, take to your 

heels jihad is proceeding) 


The struggle had begun for the realization of the objectives 
set forth in these slogans. One can imagine what would have 
been the lot of Hindu minority in such a surcharged 
environment. History will testify that prior to this event, if 
Pakistani cricket team lost a friendly match the Hindus wet© 
made to bear the brunt of the anger and wrath of the 
miscreants. Their houses were stoned. And if Pakistani tea™ 
won the match, the Hindus would become objects of 
shameful taunts and humiliating insinuation. 

For these zealots, a Kashmiri Hindu was not a Kashmiri put 
as Sheikh Abdullah labeled them, an Indian agent. Was this 
atmosphere condusive for the Hindus to live in? The Hind¥ 
had been told in plain words that there was no place for him 
in the Nizam-e Mustafa or the Islamic theocratic system. He 
had already a bitter experience of being treated a second- 
class citizen (dhimmi). At last in 1990, the Hindus had to 
leave their homes and hearths, their lands and propertieS 
their shops and their orchards even the cremation grounds e 
their ancestors. It was indeed the destruction of a civilizatio?: 

Does any community on earth leave its ancestral place 
willingly? Does any community feel satisfied to replace 
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deen): 
ories like that and one needs reams of paper to record their 


details. 

or qually tragic is the story of Bhushan Lal of Amaneh 
. age. He went to Daksum to collect his salary. Terrorists lay 
ambush before he would arrive in Daksum. They caught 


mmunity were butchered 
o narrate the details. One 
an village. In 
d from their 
lested. 
ere 


———— 


128 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGHTS 


him and took him to undisclosed place where he was 
subjected to torture. His ears were sliced, his tongue was 
pulled out and his eyes were gouged out. They pumped 
bullets into the bleeding and half dead body. _ 

Nationalist Muslims were also selectively killed. Mir 
Mustafa, Ghulam Nabi Kullar, Abdus Sattar Ranjoor, Maulana 
Masudi, Molavi Faroog and some more leaders wer killed in a 
barbaric manner. Fear and terror engulfed the whole of the 
valley. 

There was a time when an appeal made in the name of 
religion did not impress ordinary Kashmir too much. From 
1938 up to 1953 was a period in Kashmir history when 
people preferred Naya Kashmir programme to religious 
appeal. People reposed trust in Sheikh Abdullah. This slogan 
could he heard anywhere and everywhere in the valley 19 
those days: E 

“Aleh karega wangan karga/Sher karega sher karega 
(Whether he makes us as insignificant as a pumpkin of 4 
brinjal/ he is the father head let him do it) , 

The fact is that it was way back in 1951-52 that Kashmir 
political leadership had adopted anti-India stance as the 
benchmark of its policy. This campaign received strong 
impétus after the formation of Plebiscite Front. Activists of 
Bakhshi Ghulam Muhammad-led National Conference were 
also following this line in order to establish a strong grip 0? 
the masses. Thus the lava was accumulating and simmering 
deep inside as days passed by. 

The Sheikh had worn the mask of secularism but in fact he 
fought elections on communal basis. The poison, which he 
injected into the veins of the NC was bound to have its 
repercussions. A number of this organizations workers and 
activists have been gunned down. It indicated divergence 
between the word and the deed. One whose heart lies 
somewhere else from his tongue will meet that fate. 

It will be recalled that Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto swore by 
democratic dispensation but at the same time he managed t© 
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eave the Ahmadis as non-Muslims. In this manner he struck 
ee ss of democracy in Pakistan. The result was that he 
nee pay. with his life for this perfidy. He. himself became 
ictim of his own dichotomy. 

As a matter of political expediency, Indira Gandhi had 
aaa the Frankenstein in Bhindranwale. She had to pay with 
life. Today the NC is in an identical situation in Kashmir. 
— NC, other political parties are also burning their 
ingers in this fire. 
As this dangerous situation developed in the valley, 

I happened to see Mir Qasim one day in Srinagar. lasked him 
what was going on in Kashmir. His reply was,” At the 
moment I am unconcerned with any political talk, I only offer 
namaz.” Of course, he had to remain unconcerned because 
he had already played his effective role in building up 


this lava. 


Villain of the piece 


The Sheikh projected Farooq as his successor almost 
during his own lifetime. After his demise, Farood wore the 
mantle of chief minister. Getting a win of his political 
inexperience and naivete, state bureaucracy began to 
dominate the administrative structure almost arbitrarily. 
It ran the government the way it liked. Not to speak of 
eradicating deep-rooted problems of Kashmir politics, St” 
political structure degenerated into a mess during Farooq § 


government. 
b The government of Ghulam Muhammad S 
cing by bringing together some NC and Congress 


Of course this dispensation Ww 

machinations of the centre. The lava accumulating t 
the instrumentality of Kashmir political leadership burst with 
a bang for the first time in 1986. Congress worke 
leading part in those riots. The houses of the Hindus in 
Dhanav, Bogund, Wanpoh, Kulgam and other places were 
torched. Dozens of Hindu temples were damaged'and pulled 


hah came into 
members. 
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down. Congress President of the day, Mufti Muhammad 
Saeed, had two main objectives in unleashing assaults on the 
Hindus. One was to see that law and order machinery failed 
leading to the ouster of Ghulam Muhammad Shah. Second 
was to give vent to anti-Hindu hatred, which he had been 
nursing for a long time. He was in search of an opportunity 
and here was one at hand. This achievement was a certificate 
for him, which he cashed with V.P.Singh government. With 
the recommendation of Imam Bukhari, he became the home 
minister of this unfortunate nation. The carnage of 1986 is the 
first event of religious persecution and oppression, which the 
Hindus of Kashmir faced after the one during the Pathan rule. 
Mufti was the villain of the piece. 

As early as 1986, Kashmiri Hindus had begun to feel 
insecure in their native land. Many of them had decided to 
move out of Kashmir and settle somewhere else in the 
country. They seriously realized that they were living in theif 
homes not as its inmates but as strangers. They thought of 
themselves as unwanted and inconsequential entities, 4 
valueless and meaningless lot. Kashmirs communal politics 
had given them an impression that Kashmir was a fief of 4 
special group and the path across the Banihal pass was 
always open for them. For quite some time, it had become 
impossible for the Hindus to find a job and live with honour in 
Kashmir. Communal-minded politicians had already, under 
the impulse of two-nation theory and also the mask of 
secularism, chalked out an anti-Hindu agenda. They had 
been paralyzed in a number of ways. 

When I became the Congress Tehsil Presidedent, Mit 
Qasim told me in advance that he would not accept inclusion 
of any such name in the list of candidates for government jobs 
as had worked in DNC for many years and without any 
remuneration. Once he bluntly told me that for Hindu 
candidates the whole of Hindustan was open. Gradually 
Hindu youth began to become victims of frustration and 
morbidity because of unemployment, idleness and 
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y were debilitated by 


discrimination. On the one hand the 
hand Kashmir 


economic hardships and on the other 
Papiigeas aie obscurant leadership cast its sadistic looks at 
paint ee in and day out, new conspiracies were hatched 
; em. In order to perpetuate this type of politics and 
acai it, all political parties in the state, Congress, 
, Jammat-e Islami and the rest made the Kashmiri Hindus a 
common target. . 


Refugees 


Pek this minuscule group of Kashmiri religious minonty is 
ga miserable life in Jammu, Udhamput, Dehli and other 
towns of Hindustan. They are given a pittance in the name of 
financial support but a large number of them are destitute an 

nobody is prepared to listen to their woes. Those who are 
receiving nominal aid are to some extent able to ward off 
hunger but on the whole they are suffering the lack of many 


necessities of life. 

Many are languishing in “Migrant”! camps: Others ar 
Dlishedoutercne rented accommodation to another. Bearing 
the hardships of destitution they are somehow struggling 
keep two ends together. The citizens of 4 democracy 4” 
Secular tate have been made homeless in their own homes. 


Canard 
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rumoured that the Hindus were going to Jammu to receive 
training in arms. When I came to Jammu, a rumour was 
floated in my absence in Zainapora that Rishi Dev had met 
with Jagmohan in Jammu and had joined some Kashmiri 
Hindu rally crying for justice. Firstly, it is not true that | ever 
joined any rally of any type because all my family members 
were still living in Zainapora and I had only casually visited 
Jammu. I was engrossed in my personal work that [ had no 
time to attend any other business. 

Some Muslims of my area in Kashmir known to me had also 
come to Jammu at that time. We invariably met together 
everyday. They fully knew my whereabouts. But despite all 
this, rumors were spread to malign me. They went to such 
absurdity as to say that my photograph with the Governor had 
been taken. What a canard? And supposing it were so, was It 
a sin to have talked about the minority, which had been 
forced to the brink of annihilation? 

Honestly, having heard these horrible stories, I could not 
muster courage to return to Kashmir. I came to know that 
terrorist organizations had put me number one in their hit list. 
Could I return to Kashmir? In the twinkling of an eye I found 
myself homeless and shelter-less like hundreds of thousands 


of Kashmiri Hindus. Ever since, Iam thrown on the streets of 
Jammu. 


In exile 


In exile, too, Iam not destined to have a respite. Financial 
relief-receiving “migrants” in Jammu are bearing the 
millstone of corruption. It is a classical example of 
lawlessness. While a corrupt administrative machine dogge¢ 
Kashmiri Hindus, genuine and known secularists an 
nationalists were selectively targeted in this melee of gener a 
loot. Extending financial] aid to the displaced an 
dispossessed Kashmir Hindus should have been #4 
humanitarian act. But corrupt officers, middlemen and agents 
made it a very lucrative industry for themselves. The story 
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rs stated elsewhere in 


about the moneylenders and mortgage 
f relief distribution by 


this narrative was repeated in the case O 
relief department functionaries. 
Perc most of the employees connected with relief 
nie: n comprise Kashmir Hindus who had been 
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ee corruption. At this calumny, one can only hang 
in shame. 
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valley. But having been registered clandestinely, 
continue to receive the amount of relief. The aca re 
dividing “migrants” in the name of religion and giving iin 
the name of Hindu “migrants and Muslim “migrants ae 
entirely to the Congress party. Even in a catastrophic es 
like the one under review, they did not desist fron 
discriminatory politics on the basis of religion. This was One 
more riddle for the Kashmiri Hindus who have been voting 
for Congress since 1950. Sa 

In 1991, I happened to visit Delhi where I met Ww 
Marxist leader Harkishan Singh Surjeet. I conveyed to him the 
details of the tragic and heart-rending events of Kashmir. 
I told him in detail the reason for the. Kashmiris to leave fae 
valley. I narrated hair-raising instances of cold-bloode 
and barbaric murders and arson. I also told him of he 
excesses inflicted on Kashmiri “migrants” by the canelrs 
and also by the state government. My shock knew no pene S 
when I found that my narrative had no impact on Surjeet. He 
sidetracked the whole issue in one sentence,” These people 
(Hindus) are the supporters of BJP.” I was stunned to er 
this. I could hardly imagine that the terrorists and the party ° 
Surjeet had a common agenda. This agenda allowed no Jann 
for the rights of peace-loving citizens. I already knew the Si 
face of parties like NC and Congress hidden behind the mas 
of secularism. But Surjeet’s comment also laid bare the re? 
face of the Communist party swearing by socialism. 
I came to the conclusion that like other political activists these 
people were also coveting the seats of power and begged for 
votes. Kashmiri Hindus are numerically insignificant. 
Therefore they have no importance for political parties. 
Leave alone importance, the parties think that they have 2° 
right to exist. 

Surjeet’s brazen reply made it clear to me that even the 
stalwarts among our national leaders were deceitful and 
fraudulent. They were not guides but highway robbers. 
These people were Parasites and a burden on the people, 
the society, the nation and the country. Even Sheikh Abdullah 
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of equality did not 
biography Atash-e 
d fifth columnists 


who claimed to be the standard bearer 
ore the Kashmiri Hindus. In his auto 
CDi) bese he labeled them Indian agents an 
ee poe their nationalism. Is it that one who is 4 
if ae ek a patriot has no importance in our country? 
eu G eet : oe who has some importance he is only the 
a ane ist, a smuggler, a robber and a criminal. Alas, our 
munity (Pandits) has not an ota of these elements. 
th peas is sad that the reins of this country have gone into 
j ds of such political jokers as are non politicians but 
anit at the chessboard of politics of treachery. They cannot 
emonstrate any sympathy and love for the country and its 


rok traditions. It appears that they t0° are the running dogs 
some invisible master. That 1s why they, [0° ignore the 
y have mortgaged their 


Vol = 247 ; 
— ce of their conscience. Indeed the 
lincdls to their mentors. 


Media 


This is also true of a section © 
international fame. They present 4 picture of Kashmir in a 
ridiculous way, which is far removed from) truth. 
Hae like Khushwant Singh, Bidwai, BawejA, 
abe and somebody called Bose. They ig 
ete tion of Kashamiri Pandits an 
fe ai mustered courage to presen 
Ankly. J ournalists as those named above present 
of Kashmir that threw a covet on 
hundreds of thousands of Kashmiri Hin 
Kashmiri Muslims of the valley to give u 
residential houses, lands and busines: a 
heat on Doda, 


nored the 


ee in Kashmir, the terrorists turne’ ese to 
oonch and Rajouri. But our writers of the fi Oo : 
turn a blind eye to these events. It appears ne 
gentlemen, too, like some pseudo political leaders, sa 
business in a crucial nexus with some 1 nation 
conspirators. Of course, 4 true patriot is enjoin d up° 
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unravel the conspiracy failing which the Indian masses, 
Owing to religious hatred, caste system and regionalism, will 
find themselves much weakened on all fronts and then 
become the sitting ducks for the warmongers and looters. 


Students 


The ongoing scenario has very adversely affected our 
student community. Chased from the valley, a big chunk of 
Kashmiri displaced persons took up residence in Jammu. 
With that the question of education of their children assumed 
threading proportions. The government refused to give the 
refugee students admission in local government schools 
and colleges. Separate Camp Colleges and schools were 
opened for them. These lacked basic facilities. Laboratory 
and library facilities were conspicuous by their absence. 
In the burning sun of summer months or in the bitter cold 
winds of winter, teen-aged boys and girls attended classes 
under the naked sky. 

Apart from this, even the examination of students was 
deliberately complicated, The kind of discriminatory 
treatment meted out to them by the Education Departmenl 
has no parallel anywhere in a democratic polity. Our students 
had to drag on for six years Or even more to obtain degree for 
which the normal duration is three years. At one time, 4 
proposal was under the consideration of Kashmir University 
authorities to set one question paper for Kashmir students and 
another for the displaced students. The aim was to set a very 
difficult and complicated question paper for the latter 
category and thus ways could be devised to deny them the 
benefit of obtaining merit, On the government level, all 
efforts were made to damage educational career of our 
students. Job Opportunities for our students were already 
extremely limited in Kashmir but after the events of 1990, 
these opportunities shrank further for them. 

Owing to stark chances of a livelihood, our youth had to 
Erie oe “ their struggle for survival. The word 

itter hatred for them from the 
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administrative structure of J&K State. It would not let them 
Stay in peace even in exile. The aclministrative structure is 
happy if the displaced Kashmiri Hindus remain dispersed so 
that not a trace of their existence in the valley 's left. 


Camps 


After leaving Kashmir many families spent a number of 


yea in tents. In the camps they were exposed [o blowing 
winds, dust storms and pounding monsoon rains. Today, the 
inmates of these camps are provided pigeonhole 
accommodation. Sanitation and hygienic conditions in the 
camps are dismal. Harsh climate and inadequate and poor 
facilities have caused various physical and psychological 
disabilities to the displaced population. Not only the Kashmurl 
Hindu but the nationalist Muslim, too, is a victim in this 
environment of neglectful policy. They had to leave their 
home and hearth on the basis of their religious ciate 
Those not provided tented or tenement accommodation oy 
the government, have been forced to rent some private 


one 
accommodation in Jammu city OF other towns. THE y 
is raise drastically 


which they have to pay as rent ! 
curtailing a Pe ones of their children and ne 
Own selves. The saga of theit plight is much wor f 
are left at the mercy of the landlords who ¢4 
their sweet will. Their life is hanging Py * 


Record 


Material produced on the plight ° 
Copious. Many of them, who had to up ie 
Native place owing’ to the 
were unable to withstand the harsh climatic 
the process lost their lives. SoOM* of them died © uch fatal 
and some of snakebites. Many became @ PFS co : shmir. 
diseases as were unknown 
The governinent was least concerne 
COnditions into consideration and 


€ Kashmiri refugees 1 
from thelr 


c 
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If a delegation of the displaced persons approached the 
concerned authority for the readdress of their grievance, the 
officer was reluctant to talk to them. Girish Chander Saxena 
became the Governor and All India Kashmiri Samaj deputed a 
delegation to call on him. It wanted to apprise him of the 
problems facing the refugees. After many hassles, the day 
and time for the meeting was fixed. On 16 June 1993, the 
delegation met with him. But before it would make the 
presentation, H.E. the Governor doled out a lengthy sermon 
and deliberately spoke hurting words like the following” 

1. He could not displease the Muslims 

2. He had no time to spare for a meeting with the Hindus. 

3. If there are any complaints or problems, these should be 
submitted in writing. 

This indicates that our rulers are bent upon dividing 
people along religious lines. Among these rulers are not only 
those from the valley but also the Governors sent from Delhi 
who consider themselves the Rajas of the masses of people. 


My perils 


I cooled heels at the doorsteps of many officers and 
political leaders in order to obtain some small 
accommodation for my family now living in’ exile. I was 
refused and ignored as if I never existed. I was getting seven 
hundred and fifty rupees as monthly pension in freedom 
fighter category. In this old age this amount was insufficient 
to sustain my wife and me. | thought if the government was 
generous to allot me a room somewhere, I would be able to 
save the rent money. The government was loath to extend to 
me even this small help. It had not even a one-room 
accommodation for me whereas the entire MLA hostel in 
Jammu was packed with terrorists accommodated under the 
patronizing wings of poitical leaders. I submitted a request to 
the Janata Dal president as well as the Governor of J&K. 


Another application was submitted to the Governor through 
the Congress President Ghulam Rasool Kar. 
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After my migration, terrorists blasted my ancestral house in 
Zainapora. The entire house including household goods 
Was razed to ground. For this reason also | thought I had a 
right to ask the government for some small residential 
accommodation. I may mention that many political activists, 
with much less record of social service and contribution (0 
freedom struggle than what I have, were provided with 
government accommodation. There were many among them 
who still live in Kashmir but have occupied accommodation 
Provided by the government. I waited for a response to my 
request. It never came till this day. 

Once I met Hamidullah Banihali, the Adviser [0 the 
Governor. Demonstrating fake sympathy towards me, he 
forwarded my application to Governor Zaki. Later on, I came 
to know that he was playing a trick with me and the sympathy 
he showed to me was only superficial. 

With seven hundred and fifty rupees as freedom-fighter s 
monthly pension, my wife ailing and | looking after her, we 
ne king out a miserable life in our old age. Those who owe 
their political career to my efforts and persuasions are not 
Only enjoying the comforts of government accommodation 
Seca looting the state exchequer in broad ce see 
i €, I can point towards some communist ab saa 

ae S Category. What an irony of fate that a Cw) 

oo accommodation I had to approach ea aes 

oe eaders also. They were hardly prepare -igist 
t. Displacement of Hindus had lifted those (comt 


faders) Overnight from the depths of the earth to the heights 


Of ¢ e i rae 
Sky. How were they going lo re a had 


estituti wae 
tan After all it was my saga of destitution that 
ught them prosperity. 


P 2 
light of Orchards owners 


‘oati isplaced 
eee the course of these events, an organization of ae . 
cee Owners of Kashmir was formed in Jammu un - 

© Fruit Growers Association. Jia Lala Geru wa 
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President. Once they desired all displaced orchard ar een 
Kashmir to submit full details of their holdings and the yie : 
I went to fill the requisite form in Geeta Bhavan, ap 
Jiyalal Geru and other concerned people insisted on pe 
agree to be the president of the organization. They knew the 
I had contacts with almost 
They believed th 
in making the ad 
its president, 


‘Ss in Kas in, 
all political leaders in ete 
‘acilitate 
al My position as president would faci ie 
Cal 
Ministration accept their demands. I bec 


anded that the gouGrament 
orchards and compensation fo! 
ted. We approached almost all- 
he country requesting them to 


S€ organizations were Congress: 
- Except Shri Kedarnath Sahni of BJP; 
responded to our plea. - 
nted to record that Mufti enican al? 
me Minister at that point of time, aE 
cague in our political career, too, se 
Nsidered jt below his dignity anc 


he 
end an acknowledgement or i 


"erences on 
um. We held press conferences d 
several occasions but our genuine demands were ignore 
and brushed aside. 


was left unturned in providing 
hoteliers and houseboat owne!s. 

at their and our case was identical. 
In fact, comparati “Trorism had taken a heavier toll of 
ashmiri Hindus. Our orchard losses 
erms of 
es by wantonly cutting them 
hoteliers and houseboat 
that we say is that if Keages 
also deserved it. Why this 
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After some ti 
ee Rinpeacryer sone aint stay ety meee aT 
by the gov efore M.L. Kaul.! He had been asked 
rehabilitati ania to examine the possibility of 
i ation of the “migrants”. We arrived at hi . 

Gandhi Nagar but were told th: at his residence in 
nA eee eee en old that the boss was resting and that 
later the same M os after three hours. A couple of months 
a een . Kaul called a meeting of the “migrant” 
happened to be a se ama in the Circuit House. I, too, 
the return of fae . a The subject for discussion was 
Without mincin migrants”. When my turn to speak came, 
nana : words I told Kaul, “In Gandhi Nagar, you 
happens to us c uations If some untoward thing 
Pome: en ae back in Kashmir, can we make you rise 
Sip slionte nee slumber? A man who would make the 
redeemer of ie eee pOus S, ane be a well-wisher and 
cut a sorry figure.’ migrants”? He had no answer and 
Pri We i nnyaraieets by the name Forum for Dialogue 
peoples level Cane tne being. Its aim was to restore on 
ee 1s eae among the people that were the 
Pian oenee meee : I was chosen its Convener. Once 
ee iae ea iis with Mufti Muhammad Saeed in 
that time. I ie paadnneaned He wie not a minister al 
freedom fgets ained to him that it did not behoove 
ihe Hamie ok — ann to be secular to divide people in 
Kash acts ig!Om: OF to treat them discriminatingly. 
suffered sis a minority was not a vote bank. But it has 
ieee hee atrocities and yet our political leaders 
which; sarcastically told him that the sapling of hatred, 

e had planted in 1986 when he was the Congress 


ene 

tr: 

amie aint of J&K Governent 
Genllenaas ; eee as a senior State Department h 
doveriitenr hc ai rte to have managed a hefty sum 

Mshininvat esuee on the Pandit displacement. 
atrocities per : one of the most misleading conce 

petrated against the Hindu minority in Kashimi 


ureaucrat, this 
from the State 


pts behind which 
rare concealed. 
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president, had grown into a robust tree. I said that it was out 
of his ‘benevolence that Kashmiri Hindus had to face 
destitution; had to face exodus from their beloved birthplace 


and were deprived of their land and property and spend the 
days of life in utter deprivation. 


Return of NC 


A couple of years ago, a popular government StS 
installed under the leadership of NC. We revived our efforts 
to get our demands accepted. We met with concerned 
ministers, Safdar Baig, Pyarelal Handoo and Abdul Ahad 


Vakil. We requested them to consider our demands. We sent 


registered memorandum to the Chief Minister Farooq 


Abdullah. But not a finger moved til] date. Of course we were 
told sadistically that the Situation was returning to normal and 
hards of the Hindus were 
° level of normalcy, and 
1ards where is the need for 


an end to militancy; 
to war-torn valley. 
aganda, it exaggeratingly 
ir. 1 have a simple question. 


andra Shekhar, Bhagat Singh 
and Subhash ¢C walked. Today we find that 
illed the Space on all sides. 
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nepotism and of amassing wealth. It has nothing to offer 
except personality cult, fraud, calumny and deception. 

Many times people invited me to join their political 
organizations. But when I ruminate over the contours of 
current politics, I feel disenchanted. Once, Sheikh Nazir' 
invited me to join the National Conference. | said that if it 
were the NC of pre-1953 days, I would gladly join it. But the 
NC of today was markedly different from that of pre-1953. 
I told him that as we were the people of this earth, we could 
not think of living in high skies. I was obliged to decline his 
Offer. 

Current politics has sidelined honest and patriotic political 
workers. The reins of power have passed into the hands of 
political buffoons who want to drag Kashmiri people 
mentally two centuries backward. They think that building 
schools and roads is progress. They forget that material 
progress is incomplete as long as it is not supported by moral, 
intellectual and social values. All round progress 1s faulty if it 
does not encompass maturity of consciousness and political 
awakening, correct thinking and the sense of responsibility. 

Unless politicians with these values come to the forefront 
to replace political charlatans and unless the youth is well 
read and fully aware of what scientifice, development and 
progress mean the situation will remain as it is. . 

Suharwardy,* an MLA from Doda, said in the Legislative 
Assembly,” I am first a Musalman and then an Indian or 4 
Kashmiri.” This pattern of thinking shall have to be changed. 
Dark clouds of religious frenzy shall have to be removed 
from our mind, A war is to be fought against hunger, Poverty 
and religious hatred. Society needs to be given a new shape 
- based on equality and justice. Along with that, we have to 


[inne 
‘Secretary of National Conference oe 
*Ataullah Suharwardy was NC MLA and minister from Doda peed ran 
"This is a near repetition of what Sheikh Abdullah had told Kas yap 

Bandhu. See Kashyapa Bandhu’s letters (tr) Kashmir sentinel. Loc.cit. 
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make an effort that international Opinion brings pressure on 
Pakistan to change its obstinacy of interfering in the affairs of 
Kashmir. Those rendering lip service to secularism shall have 
to translate their words into deeds. As long as that is not done 
true secularists will remain suppressed in our State. Until that 
day dawns, Abdus Sattar Ranjoor and Ghulam Nabi Gilkar will 
continue to become the targets of terror. 


Epilogue 


A political movement in Jammu and Kashmir had begun in 
a revolutionary manner. But gradual! induction of anti- 
revolutionary ideas in its programmes vitiated the minds of 
the people. As a result, ordinary people found themselves 
entangled in a plethora of problems. In contemporary days, 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah is playing a role side by side with the 
pioneers resisting foreign threats. But along with that, our 
leadership needs to uphold on ideological level the 
sentiments of honesty of purpose, fraternity and cooperation 
among the people. That is how we can release the masses of 
people from the clutches of conspiratorial elements and 
Strengthen the process of democracy, tolerance and 
fraternity. Farooq Abdullah can defeat external conspiracies 
only when he disables the perfidy of tricksters, looters, 
communalists, conspirators and sychophants. Everybody 
should be affiliated to some community, region or class. 
If this mission is clear than one finds that the task ahead is one 
Of uniting the people and not of dividing them. 

We must bear in mind that the days of hollow and 
sentimental slogans are over. Scientific and technological 
revolution has made a big impact on human existences. 
Proliferation of productive forces has given rise t0 such 
elements in the contradictory, complex but vibrant system of 
social inequality as strive to earn more and more profits. This 
is the ultimate objective of their struggle. These ae 
become instruments of creating chaos, sectarian hatred an 
discrimination on the basis of cast and creed. They dt48 
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people to the world of superstition, prejudice iy 
depression. But they continue with their designs of loot an 
even strengthen its methodology. Whenever they find 
individuals organizing themselves for resistance, these forces 
assume tyrannical proportions and resort to suppressive 
mechanism. . 

In contemporary times, exploitative elements have raised 
organizations composed of criminals, goons, and sycophants. 
These elements can be deployed at any point of time and in 
any condition in order to strengthen the grip on pore 
Obviously, in this way they are successful in serving their 
interests. . 

In this widely prevailing atmosphere of hatred, atomic 
power has become another source of threat to human 
existence. Today we are also confronted with ecological 
contamination. Population is increasing by leaps and bounds. 
But our shortsighted and Opportunistic politicians contrive to 
disallow Ordinary people a deep thought into these issues. 


Instead, they entangle them in mundane and unnecessary 
issues and inve 


What is nee 
works as wou 
the future of 


ding dangers to humanity. It has to be 
driven into their head that all these debilities would prove a 
big hurdle in our path of Progress. The people have first to be 
awoken and Only then it wil] be possible to uproot the evil 


from human society through their cumulative power. 
(This much for the time being) 


The End 


Annexure | 


Gabe gahe baz kbwan in gisseb-e parineb ra 
Occasionally go on recounting this old story 


IN KASHMIR 


THE CONSPIRACY OF CONVERT 
A MINORITY 


ING MUSLIMS INTO 


BACKGROUND AND FOREGROUND 


THE HURRICANIC TIRADE OF HINDU COMMUNALISM 


AND PREJUDICE 
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BY ABDUR-RAHIM RATHER M.L.A Woes, 2 oe 
Chbupa kar astin main bijliyan rakhi hain garaun ne 
Anadil bagh ke ghafil na baithen ash tyanun ma : aa 
Watan ki fikr kar nadan museebat anewali hai | | 
Teri barbadiyun ke mashware bain asmanun main | 
| 


(Iqbal) as _ ed 
ee ee, ee 


(The arched 5s 
Let not the ni 
nests Oh the ig 
waits in Wings 


phere has concealed lightning in peeved 
ghtingales of the garden sit carefree in Hive 
norant! Think of your homeland, the tragedy 


Consultations for your destruction are being 
held in the skies) 


&K Legislative Assembly 
he return of such Kashmiri 
d to leave their homeland 
ill and conspiratorial conditions and were 
nir. Although this bill is an 
and straightforward piece of 
up the mind of the Hindu 
were stirring up a hornet’s nest. 
and minds tormented these do 
and unnecessarily. The lava of 
ng from the hearts and heads of 


bill. The bombshell of prejudice 
xploded with 4 loud bang that 

and equitable commentators are 
shocked. Behind this harmless and commonplace bill, Hindu 
and Categories, and the Hindu 
cry. The hatred and animus of the 
nst the established leadership of 


Slims,! is nothing new. It is a more 
Nsive Process, 
‘Officially, Nati 


ional Conference Never laid Claim to the leadership of 
Kashmir Mus] 


Ce which did that. 
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In order to k 

will have to satis complexity (of this phenomenon), one 
wherefrom mnie oe ue history of the origin of riggore 
The fact of the sane oe prejudice and intolerance fester 
with this disease pias that communal Hindus are afflicted 
been transmitted nee eae preche, Os ea 
Situation at present 1 me generation after generation. The 
HOWeveR Bofors ane that this disease has become incurable. 
ne ern Ma e try to trace its roots, let us cast a glance 

nt Bill that has caused the latest stir. 


Re 
asons for introducing the bill 


Unde 
ecaea hase leadership of the founding-father of the 
Muhammad eee namely Sher-i-Kashmir Sheikh 
and Kashmir in sate a Muslim majority state of Jammu 
majority as ae with India, a secular country with Hindu 
numbencrac i Pakistan with Muslim majority.” A large 
which went t sae of Kashmir got stuck up in that part: 
leading out ee I akistan.” Prior to the partition, all roads 
Part of the unpre passed through the areas that became 
and saint-disci ae of Pakistan. Kashmiris had their trade 
Sialkot, Rawal @ ir-murid) relations: in the regions of 
religious ae in and Lahore. Cultural commonality and 
relations. But ‘i by strengthened and deepened these 
Kashmiri ae 1e partition came like a thunderbolt. Many 
circumstances se got entrapped in the net of conspiratoria 
Came to loggerh against their free will. India and Pakistan 
Of this unfort eads over Kashmir issue. All paths of return 
unate and cast out people were blocked. 


Hindu) rule over 


ng Dogra ( 
gainst the British 


'The § 
Shei P 

ikh launched a movement for ousti 
| struggle a 


J&K § 
State. Hi 
: . hus moveme 
colon; em as ; 
oe Sule vce ae was not part of nationa 
e auth j 
‘Large wit used the term ‘tied up’ and a 

that went to miki of J&K State citizens of present 
of the; istan < ss 

f their free will an after the partition and they re 


ot ‘acceded “..- 
PoK used to visit the cities 


turned of stayed back out 
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Kashmir had acceded to India because she was even a 
iti Id be treated as honourable 
guarantee that her citizens would. Be: 3 eA 
citizens of India without any discrimination on t 1e 
faith and community. The objectives of (Kashmir) Resco 
movement and the aspirations and urges of her se 
would find all opportunities of fulfillment. The specia 
religious, cultural, social and political chemistry ‘ hs 
people (of Kashmir) would be maintained. When dar te 
descending from the clouds of partition gradually began ) 
wane, the pitiable condition of the unfortunate Kashmiris 
stranded in Pakistan hurt us a lot. The father was separated 
from his son and the mother from her children. Young brides 
were separated from their grooms and so many families were 
left to suffer privations. Their cries of dejection went across 
the border to scratch the hearts of their kith. In 1952, 
members in Kashmir Assembly recounted soul-stirring stories 
of these innocent and forlorn Kashmiris and insisted that they 
should be brought back to their homeland.' The government 
of Sheikh Sahib fully sympathized with fine humanitarian 
sentiments (of the members). It was making efforts to reunite 
the forlorn sons and daughters of the homeland with their 
near and dear ones. He took up the matter with Jawaharlal 
Nehru and his government 
After the partition of the country, the Government of India 
framed a law, which allowed any Muslim who had migrated 
O Pakistan, to resume his Indian citizenship if he so desired 
after obtaining permission from the Government of India. But 
the State of Jammu and Kashmir was kept outside the ambit of 
this law. The State enjoyed special status. In the state 
assembly, seats had been reserved for the people who had 


Saree eee 


exile. Hence his new found sympath 
II. 
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crossed the cease-fi 
(1952) be e fire line.! The New Delhi 
eae Aare Muhammad anaes ie ae 
special postion a ned in order to elaborate and ratify the 
siipulitech mavicieh Janine and Kashmir. This agreement 
to retain Indian oi ae held up in Pakistan would continue 
snd 4eguldtion itizenship but the power of framing rules 
Legislative es return would rest with the J&K 
a special aerate ly. In the light of this agreeme™ 
1954, Article 7 § ie was made to the Indian Constitution in 
citizens to aces 2 recognized the right of the Kashmiri 
Again, the Stat to homeland and resume Indian citizenship 
awe Gatiis Legislature was empowered to frame proper 
(edhee on aneene The Delhi Agreement was 4 red rag 
conoieiees lists in India and in the State.’ A network of 
Ranehed is stare the established Kashmir leadership was 
Before the a had in its fold many high ups in the Centre. 
Kaehiniae ate Assembly could frame laws for the return of 
stranded in Pakistan," the episode of 9 August 1953 


ee 

‘Seats in Site 
Of J&K sa aaa Assembly were reserved for the people of the part 
who had cross ing under illegal occupation of pakistan and not for those 
“The text paren cease fire line. 
iene: hedecrent ee is very controversial. There are various 

~ ie 

Gover ee parties and thinkers at that tim 
and Sikh who ty the Government of India clarify ¢ 
the ori ginal ae been thrown out of the present Po 
Hindus and Si State. Interestingly, it should be remin 
tribesmen an vk from PoK who sought refuge from 
Srinagar but the ae earies Domel, Mansehra, Chakothi etc. cam 
as sent Pca, eikh, then as Chief Administrator, ordered them to pack 
his caused’ res to Jammu. He did not allow them to stay in Kashmit Valley. 
esentment among many i iti 


e demanded that the State 
he status of the Hindus 
K, which formed pat of 
ded that thousands of 


the attacks of 
e to 


Indian leaders an n 


Parties 
‘Th , 
© questi 
- on “ ; 
of return of stranded” Kashmiris t raised by the 


Sheikh 
forn ; 
ext five years. Nor did the “stranded” people appr 


Paki 
rthe 
Indian government or an international agenc 
the president of 


thei 

“« Tle 1 

Azad si orca Yusuf Shah rose to 
as he a “stranded” Kashmiri? 
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took place. The champion of the aspirations of Kashmir, 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdulla was arrested. Kashmir’s genu ae 
and credible voice was stifled.' After the event of 1953, 
puppet governments that pleased the Hindu comnts ies 
remained in place.? These? governments danced to their 


party (NC) won a landslide victory in State Assembly 
elections. He decided to make proper amends to a 


'The reason why the 
told in the works of K 
Kashmir Sultanate and 

“One cannot fail to 
accession to India bec 


Government of India to 
ashmir history. Wh 
not the voice for d 


Ok that decision is now fully 
at was stifled was the voice for 
emocratic and secular Kashmir. 

mark the contradiction, The Sheikh supported 
ause India was a secular democracy. And when the 


S the Neaning of “secularism” for the 
Sheikh and hi ifferent from what it was for the Indian 
leadership. It 


- Uwas Congress, a secular and a non-Hindu Party that was ruling 
in Delhi and that had t 


arresting the Sheikh. The two 
senior most members i who were instrumental in the 
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with the Indian Prin ini 
eget ere 1e Minister, Morarji Desai.’ He r 
Muslims Tiina and the trust, which ats 
accession of cue | = occu India at the time of the 
that thieves ei oe Sheikh Sahib told the Prime Minister 
meee ae ais Kashmiris stranded in Pakistan had 
oe i Eau long wait to see the face of their 
eee hee gens They now want to somehow carry the 
burial See ave to Jammu and Kashmir and find a 
eee — same in their dear motherland and to rest 
their ighien a ce (there). Mothers wanted to marry off 
WiveeGy naa. ie ged husbands wanted to rejoin their aged 
when the nuptial ce forced to leave behind long ago 
laos a: was tied.? 
thedmr i eee submitted to the Legislative Assembly 
specifications sep remove discrepancy in existing legal 
return to their ss stranded Kashmiris in Pakistan to 
compatible with t] avis land.” This draft law was fully 
ihe States aie 1e State constitution, and genuine rights of 
eine Ice Apart from its political dimension, the draft 
legal see to take care of many constitutional and 
carefy] ike The State Legislative Assembly gave very 
entrusiea tise : it and after making necessary amendments 
Opposition ‘ ie pissetalve Select Committee in which the 
happened Reed representatives were included. This 
981. Although the State government was not 


Hindus and Sikhs 


Tae 
'The She} 
oh : 
eikh did not take up the issue of 700,000 
avoided linking this 


xtirpated from the; 
1eir homeland in PoK? He meticulously 


issu 
€ lo the 
the resettlement cuse 


“The S| 
Ae sheikh di 
Orcibly ee not tell the Prime Minister th 
i return to fhe and converted in PoK and married to Mu 
oa forcibly . parents, brothers, sisters, and relatives 
ie to retur parated, converted and married to Mus 
) 
Of th 


at the Hindu and Sikh girls 
slims, (00, longed 
from whom they 
lims. They also 


at draft He to their original faith. 

aq ROT Cz ane : 

ov “ir homes oe irry a word about the Hindus and Sikhs hounded out 

Ot “rament has ref oK or of their left behind properties. The State 
1€F Pretext, used to grant them state subject status under one OF the 
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subject to any constitutional or legal binding to eat 
opinion of the Centre on the draft bill, yet since its in re 
were clear and correct, it decided to take the Cen 

Oovernment into confidence. 
some Kashmiri migrants returned from Pakistan to alee 
and they knocked at the doors of the State and mation cou i 
for their civil rights. The Union and the State pales een 
were asked by the concerned courts to clarify the BSE nak 
central government had no answer to the genuine questio 
raised in the courts. The State Government entered into 
consultations with the Central Government in the matter. 
Since it had become essential to remove legal discrepancies 
in regard to the correct position of civil rights of the Kashmir 1S 
living in Pakistan when they decided to return, the tote 
Government brought the matter before the State Assembly 
desiring to seek the opinion of the Central Government. 
In October 1981, copies of the bill were forwarded to the 
nion Home and Law Ministries with the intention that they 
would give due thought to its constitutional and legal aspects 
in order to avoid any misunderstanding. The State Law 
Secretary and Advocate General attended the court hearing in 
concerned courts where the Cases were being heard. These 
legal experts also took the Opportunity of exchanging ideas 
with the legal experts of the Central Government in 
connection with the Bill. The purpose of these informal 
exchanges was to apprise the Central Government of the 
perceptions and ideas of the State Government on the 
subject, and to seek legal opinion of experts. The Central 
Government could not find any lacunae in the draft bill. 

Two years Passed by and in March 1982, the draft bill was 


om the Select Com1i 
Assembly. The Se] 


U 


patible with the spirit of the 
» and was likely to overcome 
ing laws that had become the 
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Sethian aoehactrtonr ae 
noone alsin . ons ernment endorsed t e bill. This 

. problem of the Kashmiris stranded in 
Pakistan. In the beginning of the year (1982) the Assembly 
passed the bill in its Jammu session.’ T hereafter, following 
the constitutional propriety, it was sent to the Governor for 
his assent. 

The Bill, as it is, is fully compatible with the State and the 
Union Constitutional provisions. Moreover, it also conforms 
to the understanding and promises made by the State with the 
Centre. There are no constitutional or legal lacunae in it. It has 
not been passed in secrecy or in a hush-hush manner. There 
isn bad intention lurking behind it. But despite all this, the 
Hindu communalists? began to raise hue and cry. They want 
to influence the State Governor by their loud cries and 
tantrum expecting that the Governor would trample under 
foot his constitutional obligations and decline to give his 
assent to the bill. The passage of the Bill landed the Hindu 
communal sections into a state of frustration. They describe : 
a conspiracy against the security of the country and integrity 
of the State. A glance at the objections raised by them will 
explain their frustration and irrelevance of thei stand. 

The first objection of the communalists is that the bill 
contravenes the clauses of the constitution. If it is sO, why 
don’t they challenge it in the highest court of law in this 
Country? The Supreme Court is the proper forum for 
interpreting, commenting and protecting the constitution. 


eee 
aoe 
moe noted that this bill took just two bs 
other hand in the Assembly to the day at wae pass’ 
Rewadica: d the case of granting state subject status to t 
The 4 ae of PoK hangs fire for last sixty years. oe spponents si 
Hindu ace OF does not discriminate between Po a pa aici 
Cakes mmanalisis: The spirit of this monograph ful y s ie i 
Sheik] ne Was not prepared to tolerate political dissent Jus ; 
1 had won by a landslide majority of 77 per cent of votes. 


Oppositi : j 
Position is dubbed as Hindu communalists. 


day it Was 
use. On the 
d Sikhs 


ars from the 
d by the ho 
he Hindus an 
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A Governor is the agent of the constitution and subordinate 
to it. He has not the powers to reject a considered decision of 
the elected assembly. He is subordinate to the constitution 
and to the constitutionally elected institutions. He cannot be 
expected to function like a policeman of the law-making 
body. It, therefore, follows that if anybody has any doubt 
about the validity of the bill, he can seek redress of his doubts 
from the highest court of law in the country. But when these 
communal friends think of going to the Supreme Court, they 
begin to shiver in their trousers. It is just because they can 
easily gauge the weakness of their case and the fragility of 
their arguments, | 

The State Legislative Assembly, elected by the people of 
the State, has passed the bill after going through a serious 
process and debate. It symbolizes the will of the people and 
epitomizes their sovereign authority. Those who raise a hue 
and cry on this law are actually trying to distort the voting 
rights of the people of the State. In doing so, they 


demonstrate their Propensity towards authoritarianism and 
not democracy, 


with me, forty lakh witl ‘ tty lakh with Sadiq” What a 
fascinating Psycho-analy 
at that time. 
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opposed to National Conference.' They cast most of their 
votes to these anti-National Conference parities. Simple logic 
says that Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah and the National 
Conference should find ways and means of winning the 
maximum votes of the non-Muslims. Thus if it is the purpose 
of Sheikh Sahib to win votes in the elections, then this bill 
cannot serve any purpose because there are some 
apprehensions about it in the minds of the non-Muslims and 
some more apprehensions are created. 
The fact of the matter is that by creat 
apprehensions, communal Hin 
of Jammu in a state of suspense. The aim is to overshadow 
their considered opinion by a wave of emotions in order to 
re-establish their lost credibility. They would like to make it 
an election stunt in order to beg for votes in favour of their 


purposeless parties. 


ing a variety of 


Reasons of conflict and confrontation 


What has been said in the foregone lines is the legal an 
constitutional aspect of the matter. This brings forth only one- 
sided and incomplete picture of the prevailing situation. 
In order to view the issue in its proper perspective, it is 
necessary to take note of its political and historical aspects. 
The truth is that this is a new shape of old and sustained strife 
between India’s secular and communal forces. Those who 
want to play communal game, while making the bill an issue, 
have indeed no commitment to secular dispensation in India. 
They are prompted and instigated by the forces of darkness 
and communalism that besmeared their hands with the blood 
of a great Indian like Mahatma Gandhi; those who repeatedly 
set the Indian constitution on flames in public, those who 
want to change the demographic complexion of the Muslim 
majority State of Kashmir by changing the ratio of population 


'An over-view of J&K elections from 1953 up to present day falsifies this 
f 


assertion. 


dus want to put non-Muslims . 
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SO as to transform the Muslims (of Kashmir) into a helpless 
destitute minority. The pages of history stand a witness to the 
repeated conspiracies of denuding Kashmir of its Muslim 
Population and upsetting the balance of (existing) population 
in Kashmir. 

(But) Kashmiri Muslim is a difficult-to-break person. 
espite these dangers and conspiracies, he continues to 
Carry on his identity and personality even when limping. The 
Hindu communalists do not even like to let him exist with 
wounded Personality. But the Hindu communalists wanting 
to remove the fyesore would see that their old time agenda is 
accomplished as Carly as possible. They want to clear 
Kashmir of the very existence of the Muslims. In this 
connection their strategy is triangular. This may be elucidated 
in the Kashmiri Saying viz. “tsalun, galun ya ralun” meaning 
mated or to assimilate.”! 

he issue is that apart from these 
at and escalation have been added 
nged its contours and has appeared 
unlers are spreading out new nets. 
S to change the ratio of Kashmir 
and turn the Muslim (of Kashmir) 
heir status is nothing better than 


ask a simple question. With this perception of India, 
Pulsions for the NC leadership to sign several accords 


Mp Over the years and hot openly ask for secession? If NC 
really believed in Indian secularism, 


the Sheikh had no need to force Article 
370 on Nehru, He had no need to ask for special status for J&K. By insisting 
a pare 970 and special Status, the Sheikh demonstrated that he did not 
ee wha * Indian secular ism and hence must take care of Muslim interests 
while Projecting himself aS a secularist, If Kashmiri Muslims, (being 4 
Majority on State level) had apprehensions of Hindu majoritarian-ism and 
€ logic the Hindu minority of Kashmir 
al Muslim majority. No constitutional 
- History has Proved their apprehensions 
nically cleansed from the valley, Muslims 
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waiters, footmen and servants of new colonizers. More 
recent events have accelerated the intensity and seriousness 
of these ominous dangers. This makes it necessary that the 
Kashmiris should make a proper analysis of the situation. 
Victory or defeat is a matter of luck but the condition of faith 
and destiny is to resist and confront.’ More than that is the 
proper awareness of the situation in order to keep one 
properly armed and alert.’ God forbid, if we are to get 
drowned in the whirlpool of disaster, at least we should be 
able to take the name of God at the time of breathing our last.’ 
This has necessitated reproducing some pages of the history 
in this context. What better beginning can be made for this 
effort than quoting a verse of Allama Iqbal: 


Apne man main doob kar pa ja suraghe zindagi 
Tu agar banta nabin mera na ban apna to ban 
d in order to find the clue to 


(Plunge deep in you own min 
fold, you may not but at lest 


life. If you do not come into my 
be of your own) 


Kashmir for Kashmiris 

Kashmir has always been dear to her natives. That is why 
despite enduring epochs of oppression and innumerable 
tyrannies, they never liked to separate from her affectionate 
bosom. A French-descended British Queen had said that if 
her heart was ripped open after her death, Calais would be 
found engraved on it. Every Kashmiri, at the time of his death, 
sustains a lurking desire of getting assimilated in the bosom of 
Kashmir. If you do not trust me, then let me tell you the story 
of the graves of Kashmiris in Muzaffarabad, Rawalpindi and 


'This is precisely the language of Islamic jibadis drawn from the holy 
book. 
“The events of 1990 vindicated these hopes when ethnic cleansing of the 
Hindus in the valley was accomplished. . 

‘These utterances are almost akin to those we heard the Muslim League 
leaders conveying to their followers on the eve of partition of India. 
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Lahore. These graves chant the dirge of the sons of Bs des 
who remained concealed in their bosom. These dead 0 
have been buried there as a trust. Those dead bodies had, a 
the time of their death, made a will that they are Sven a 
temporary burial. When conditions improve, they are ote 
the shroud of the soil of Mother Kashmir. This would be t u 
only way to bring them peace. Among these people are ies 
Waiz Muhammad Yusuf Shah, Mir Maqbul Gilani, Khwaj 
Ghulam Nabi Gilkar and Muhammad Yusuf Qureshi.! ‘ 
This is new-found emotionalism of Kashmiris. A thousan 
years ago, great poet of Kashmirian descent, Bilhan also ae 
vent to the same emotions in his Sanskrit poems. He travelle 
all the way to Deccan and became the poet laureate of ne 
ruler of those lands. But there also, he remembered ly 
profound intensity his Village Khonmuh and the saffron fiel 
and green groves of Kashmir. He prayed with a sighing hear 
for returning to Kashmir. The great Kashmirian king Sultan 
Zainu |-‘ Abidin could feel the pulse of the deep sentiments 
and the pitiable condition of his compatriots. He sent 
€missaries to Karnataka and the Bengal to recall those 
Kashmiri Brahmans back to their native land who displeased 


basic teachings of Islam and remains 
of all Kashmiris who died in py 
exhumed and brought to Kashmir 


€ boats in which they had sailed. On asking 
“Any country is our country 

’ (har mulk mulke mast kib mulke kbudaye 
mast). It should be noted that Maulay; Yusuf Shah, the Mir Waiz of Kashmir 
was a staunch political Opponent 
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Owl 

ee s pete ms oS events had departed from Kashmir.’ 
love. On arriv = a rage those Pandits with affection and 
fececuen wins ack in Kashmir, they were given a warm 
bestowed u as meted out sympathetic treatment. He 
act of mu ae them honour and gave away prizes. In this 
message of ee oe he recorded for future generations a 
Kaehine net t in the letters of gold. The letters were that 
Sond aeihe: to Kashmiris and the noble sons of Kashmir 
remain € separated from this soil nor shall they ever 

unmindful of their Motherland. 


The master of conspiracies 


Pa pe dreary and dark night of slave 
ie ics sat of this land by th 
Kash = eis traumatic period of slavery, 
eae . was sought to be destroyed is 
as g labour. But we shall briefly refe 
story from 1846. 

oe aa took a step that has no parallel in the world 
a : rough a sale deed he purchased the Kashmiris.° 
ee with that he began indulging 1n inhuman crime of 
Sie ie change of population ratio. Gulab Singh had 

eeded in grabbing Kashmir by forming nexus with the 
were forced to leave their 


dar the Iconoclast. While 
Bill seeks 


ry began in Kashmir 
e foreigners.’ How, 
the identity of the 
4 taxing and nerve- 
r to a few events of 


'The ; 
heme : oo not displeased with anything: they 
they ae hearth owing to per secution by Sikan 
owing to religious persecution, those for whom the 


r 
geting ee owing to political persecution by State authorities. . 
house was occupation began in A.D. 1339 when the indigenous ruling 
historians fe eplaced by a fugitive from Swat turned commander. Some 
Over then: agit that Kashmiris are adepts in inviting foreigners to rule 
Afghans i. a Shahmiris, the Baihaqi Sayyids, the Chaks, the Mughals, the 
comeanad . Sts, and lately the Indians, all were invited by Kashmiris to 
played a oo their sway over the people.. For the Jast option, the NC 
‘It ma b. ap cole P 
California ee reminded that several West Coast States like Texas an 
Union. K iS United States were purchased and assimilated into the 
. Kashmir is not a lone case of sale of land and people. Alaska is a 


more recent example. 
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British. On his first arrival in Kashmir, local people’ saa 
him tough resistance and brought down his See 
Wazir Lakhpat on the Maisuma ground (battlefield). fect 
at that place today stands witness to his defeat. The Bri i 
colonial forces launched an attack on Kashmir and gave t : 
leash of the Kashmiris in the hands of Gulab Singh. Hae 
Singh knew that he had come to Kashmir as a usurper? an 


: Socl a lon 
that the Kashmiris would not bear his submission for a long 
time. He found that the m 


seat of power la 


Gulab Singh did 
€ven during the sho 
left no stone untur 
Muslim majority of 


i t 
not live long to rule over Kashmir. Bu 


often seen hanging 
Kadal> so that Other 
it.° A solution of th 


‘Not the local peo 
8ave him a tough re 
"He was no mo 
Baihaqi, Kaji Chak, 
9AS was done e 
Shamsu’d-Din Ara 


ple but the Afg 
sistance, 

re an usurper t 
Akbar, and oth 


; : iers 
han Governor and his Afghan soldie 


han Shahmir (1339), Sayyid Mahmud 
ers Were. 


andar Butshikan, Seh Bhat, Musa Raina, 
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public an ; 

develop eae admonishingly that he shall have to 
beeaise andaue it of witnessing such (gruesome) scenes 
measures time wore sie he shall have to resort to such 
the only targets of again. The Kashmiri Muslims were made 
forced labour: of the tyrannical corvee system (began) or 
herwer amoenas during Gulab Singhs time. Only 
burden. The Ba a carry load for the army like the beasts of 
system Ae ~ were exempted from this forced labour 
ar ie eg they were Brahmans and extracting any 
dharma) Villa em was not permissible under the law of 
bevdescoved = after village of Muslim population came to 
members oe cease the healthy and able-bodied earning 
labourers ove . Muslim families were taken like bonded 
an Pagina: mountains to Bonji and Gilgit. Dr. Thompson 
Situation j n has drawn the picture of this heart-rending 

in 1852-53. He writes: 
ted. Villages are ghostly 


that the population is 
iven by earlier 


Af 
eerie say Sindh valley stands desola 
diminishing r. or desolate. This indicates 
travellers ane ‘ela reading the description g 
inbecomes clea i comparing that with the pres 
Emperors r that in comparison t 
_ present day desolation of the area is 
T 
ce. sian of Gulab Singh hit upon another plan of 
gradually co pence complexion of Kashmir. It was © 
People were t es Kashmir into a colony. On one hand, the 
through Ne ph massacred or driven out of the valley 
of his relative abour and on the other hand small habitations 
breadth of K a loyalists were planted in the length and 
in Kashmir - mir. The Mian Rajput settlements wel set ME 
and they sp oe people were granted large fiefs (jagirs) 
me Reg Sisous given the authority to arbitrate over the 
1 
Siesta: pie che aren unknown in history. In Muslim States, the non- 
Jews in an ieee onus as dbimmi and singled out for payment of tax. The 
affixed to the eee ae needed to wear a special robe with a yellow patch 
er to distinguish them from the Muslims. 


S$ ——_———__... 
ee 
ee 


Se i 
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properties, lands, honour, families and livestock of POOE 
Kashmiris. The circles of these colonies gradually spread like 
the scars of small pox. Even today, their remnants are to Be 
found in Sayyid pora (Shupian) and Singhpora (Sonawari). 
However this scheme did not fructify fully because the 
remedy, which the helpless, destitute and enchained 
Kashmiris could not find was brought about by the hellish 
winter of Kashmir. These sunburnt fellows (Hindus) were 
used to the hardships of severe winters. Their hand and feet 
got swollen (because of frost bite) during winter and they 
would catch bronchitis. There were some deaths among 
them. Thus these people who had a windfall, abandoned 
their jagirs and left the place. Kashmir winter proved a 
heaven-sent curse for them Precisely in a manner in which 
the bitter winter of Russia proved disastrous for Napoleon 
and Hitler, Hargopal Khasteh writes that the Mian Rajputs had 
the freedom of murdering the Kashmiris (Muslims) and they 
were not answerable for this criminal act. No law put a 
binding on Mian Rajputs.” 
The death of Gulab Sin 
Kashmiris than his life. The 
Singh that the soul of his fat 
entwined in the circle of d 
was banned in Kashmir. T 


gh was no less a curse for the 
Pandits told his successor Ranbir 
her had entered a fish and had got 
eath and rebirth. As such, fishing 
his calamity reached its peak in the 


‘The author has not given us the numerical strength of these Rajput 
to information available not more than a dozen families 
Settled down in these two places and even these dwindled with the passage 
of time. Does settling a dozen families of Rajputs in the valley during Gulab 
Singh’s time mean changing the demographic complexion of Kashmir and 
converting Muslims into a minority? If yes then what will the author have to 


say of 27 thousand K families settled in Jammu since 1990 till 
date (2007)? 


ashmiri Muslim 
and followers of SE eee 
indu temples and convert and kil 
ureaucracy and official apparatus 


-9€e Tohfatu LAbbab, Chapter IV, Urdu 
translation by Akhu : istan 
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famine of 

1 
to catch a a ped Kashmiri headed towards a waterway 
caught hold rae remove his hunger, the official watchman 
pabeeIndioa a taught him a lesson. A contemporary 
Sinatior: ic Union drew the following picture of the 


An Englishm: aud 

E aa ‘ cates boating in river Jhelum. Those were the days ofa 

desaleenince a He found that three Kashmiris in chains at a 

cnewoccorath ere only half clad. Necklaces of rotten fish were 

rishi to tetcl es necks. They were left for three days and three 
ensive smell of the putrid fish. Nothing was offered 


them 
to eat ; ‘ 
caught Ce : drink and survive. Their fault was that they had 
sh just to satiate their hunger. In Kashmir, not only fish, 
hibited for eating. 


but 
every kind of meat and chicken is pro 


Ranbir Si 
dying uae was Gyen extorting tax money from those’ 
some fee or famine not to speak about giving them 
would meet the ve . nybody venturing to defy his orders 
has reflected ad unishment of getting fleeced. Folk tradition 
which runs as i very sentiments in the Kashmiri idiom 
the one hada s is bateb hateb teb pyadeb pateb meaning on 
hand the ere is scramble for eatables and on the other 
An anes neraoai demand their pound of flesh.’ 
emic also spread along with famine in Kashmir in 


1887. ae 

A missionary doctor has described this calamity: 

of family after family, a public 
that the Maharaja had found an 
1? It was secret talisman 
sitated to pay four 
his door and four 


Wi : 

isos epidemic took the toll 

effective ae sp ated inthe town 

Grates ja of the disease. What was 1 

shneeaad ng four annas a piece. If anybody he 
duy the talisman, it would be stuck to 


annas ‘ 
s were realized from him... 


as decimating the 


d famine W 
e Maharaja was 


N. 
ot only that, on the one han 
hand th 


Populati 
pulation, and on the other 


sin Kashmiri trace 
ni, tf. Stein 2 vols. 


Te 
'M 
ost of the idioms, folk punches, § 


their origi 
ig 
1897. gin to the days of Hindu perio 


atires and repartee 
d. See Rajatarangi 
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exploiting this natural calamity. According to bas 
Younghusband, only three out of five parts of se on 
population were consumed by the famine of 1877. Be 
day this is known as “the Big Famine” (bod dra 18 
in Kashmir. Dr. Arther Neve says that hundreds of Kash tnine 
were thrown into the Wular lake. One J.C. Murray Ensley was 
in Kashmir in those days. He wrote on the basis 3 a 
Newspaper report of 13 August 1877 that in a village in : x 
foot of Gulmarg Mountains, the bones of the inhabitants O : 
entire village had been found. Those people were hiding or 
the fear of being detected and caught by the soldiers of the 
Maharaja. Thousands of Muslims abandoned the valley during 
this famine and headed towards the Punjab for refuge (from 
famine). The conditions in Kashmir during the times of Ranbir 
Singh can be gleaned from the following excerpt of a 
freedom-loving Englishman namely Robert Thorp: 

The Maharaja and his so 


They perpetrated hair- 
his functionaries legali 
servants, attendants, 


Idiers considered Kashmiris as their mace 
raising oppression on them. The Maharaja ane 
sed the summoning of the Kashmiri Muslims as 
porters, footmen and peons. This law could not 
be challenged. Strangely bringing the Kashmiri Pandits within the 
ambit of forced labour was prohibited because they are Brahman 


ay ails in 
gods (devata). It appears that the slavery system of Africa prevails 
its worst form in Kashmir! 


In this connection 
The Times London 
Meet as fol] 


, Captain Knight, the correspondent of 
writes in his book Where Three Empires 
Ows about the pitiable condition of the Kashmiris 


Forced labour and Gilgit are two dreaded words in Kashmir. ees 
and helpless Kashmiris, with nota shred on their bodies anda whee 
in their feet, are forcibly dragged out of their homes and dispatchec 


to Gilgit like the beasts of burden. On those paths over the Rocky 
Mountains, they fall 


and die because of hunger and thirst. On sane 
and blizzard stricken mountain passes, they die in groups © 
hundreds. When an unfortunate Kashmiri is caught hold of for 


1 . rv . - ‘ 
The Peer zadgan, Moulavis, Sofis and mendicants were also exempted 
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his children and wife encircle 
d sohs because they know 
family to certain death 


deployment on forced labour to Gilgit, 
him and give out hear-rending cries an 
they are passing on the bread winner of the 
and would never ever see his face again. Such heart piercing scenes 
are told about those traversing the snow found tracks in Siberia. But — 
= Siberia, this pain and torture is inflicted on criminals and bad 
character. Those forced to averse the fatal path to Gilgit are 
Kashmiri Muslims the innocent and harmless subjects of the Maharaja. 


Re: Singh gave a new shape lo the old scheme of 
nization. He laid out Maharaj Ganj and Maharaj Bazar, and 
allotted shops to the Hindu traders and Khatris from outside 
= State in these localities.! There was double purpose in 

ringing these Khatris (shopkeepers). One was to tilt the 
population ratio of the Muslims of the valley, and the second 
was to put the lever of Kashmir business and economy in the 
hands of these non-Kashmiris so that they would suck the last 
drop of blood from the veins of the Kashmiris. Special 
residential localities for these people were made in 
Magharmal Bagh, Wazir Bagh, Raj Bagh and Munshi Bagh 
peace They were provided with large plots of land on throw 
away price for residential houses; they were also given 
mber of the Hindu businessmen who 
my information there were not more 
oted that most of them were not from 


as which were patt of J&K 
n-state subjects. 


1 
Pee uthor does not give the nu 
than ad the largesse. According to 
Punjab ere of them. It has to be not 
State. As _ rom Muzaffarabad and Mirpur are 
Hac S such they were not outsiders nor were they no 

2 ever they did not speak Kashmiri. (tr) . 
i new habitats were developed during the Dogra ae ce 
The sll speaking people chose these settlements for their sas oa 
ha eas of new settlements coming up 1 4 continued one. * y : 
; i is lar ge and well planned settiements in and around Jammu city most y 
ibs sat by the Kashmiri Muslims. Batindi, Narwal, Janipore, ie 
rie r, Siddhra ete. are Muslim majority settlements, and curiously yea 

errorists in Jammu have been captured from these localities. Ja a 

ae do not seriously take it an attempt of changing a es 
Ra of the town although reportedly nearly 27,000 saa ae 
eae iri Muslims have come up in these localities. Many MUST ose 
inisters and bureaucrats from Kashmir have built palaces #9 


colonies. 
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permission to fell the tree from the jungles to obtain timber 
r construction of their houses. 
: This was the period for the rise to its heights of set * 
the biggest local colonizing agency namely the tri ae 
Dhars. They devised all possible methods to further weake , 
the condition of the Kashmiris. As such an idiom in ees 
language gained popularity viz. Dhar abad teh Kashir bar a“ ‘ 
meaning when the Dhars are prosperous, Kashmii 
desolate.! > 2! 
At this point of time, the first labour uprising 2 
contemporary times took place in Zaldagar. The ps 
shawl weavers were trampled under the hoofs of cava * 
horses under the instructions of the Director (daroga) o 
Shawl Making department (Dag Shawl), Rajkak Dhar. aN 
Victims fell down from Hajji Rather bund and were drowne 
in the Jhelum. A Kashmiri satirist composed this Farsi verse to 
Satirise the rule of “righteousness” of the Dogra rulers. 


Bud wird-e zaban-e abl-e kharaj 
Dharon ka raj mulk ka taraj 


(The tax payers chanted as this: the rule of Dhars (means) 
the destruction of the country) 


At this juncture 
Arya Samaj suggested to the Maharaj 


. < ‘ d 
‘In history, we Some across houses that have wielded power an ; 
. ~ . . e =e u 
influence and have played a role in making the history of the people among 
whom they lived. The Dh 


; “amily: 
ars of Safakadal, Srinagar were one such family 
The rise of these fami); Sis to be unde 
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It is known to all that Maharaja Pratap Singh was not 
prepared to see the face of any Muslim from early morning 
till noon, the time scheduled for offering prayers. And if by 
chance his eyes caught the sight of a Musulman during these 
hours, he considered it an ill omen and paid for its 
compensations.' During his times, there was 2 massive influx 
of non-Kashmiri Hindus into Kashmir. The words of Swami 
Dayanand were ringing in the ears of the Maharaja. That was 
the reasons why he encouraged a great inflow of the non- 
local Hindus and appointed them on high posts. They were 
Provided with a number of incentives for taking up residence 
in Kashmir This influx of non local Hindus ultimately 
became a campaign. Through better experience and 
expertise, these non-local Hindus established their sway 
over the economic life of the State. They dominated the 
administrative structure, acquired jagis and monopolize 
trade and commerce.? Kashmiri Musulman did not figure 
anywhere. He was not a competitor at all and was virtually 
the slave of non-local compatriots. His blood and sweat 
Provided greenery to the fields belonging to his masters and 


€nlivened their parlours with merriment. 

However, when Kashmiri Pandits and Jammu Hindus saw 
that outsiders had begun to establish their sway, they felt their 
interests were threatened. Around 1922, the Kashmiri Pandits 
and Jammu Hindus jointly raised the voice of disallowing the 


n Araki jaunched his 
ly punished a Hindu petty official for 


eee ee ee 
1 ° 
During the reign of Sultans, W 


Missi : : 
ee ion of conversion, he physical Pe him.ctr) 
ing a horse in his presence and not dismounting on seeing DN": 


K “Autocrats always behave like that. During the days of Shabir ae = 

oe men coming from Iran and Turkestan we is cial. 

Which the igh administrative positions 10 Kashmir. is 

Same 6 eir descendants hold even today. The Mug ae 

the (ant a very large scale so much so that there — 
This ian and Turanian émigrés at the Mughal Sor eas sind 

Mz is precisely applies to the Baihaq! sayyids of Kasnm! bale 
seal e Baihaqi, a non-Kashmiri even rose to be the Sultan of Kas 

some time. 


hen Shamsu’d-Di 
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non-locals to purchase land in Kashmir, and to keep them out 
Overnment jobs.! 

phe those ih Raja Hari Singh was busy eke 
conspiracies against his aged uncle, Maharaja ivan as 
Because of the intrigues of his late father and 3 he 
manipulations, he had the apprehension that the ao . 
Maharaja (Pratap Singh) might decline to pass on “ is i for 
him. He (Hari Singh) also joined issue with the ] andi ie 
Jammu Hindus. At the end of the day, the State Subjec ae 
came into being. Under this law, non-local persons ee 
allowed to purchase landed property in Kashmir. ce 
point of time, eighty five percent of the jagirs in Kas a 
rested with the Jammu and the Pandit landlords ; 
chakdars. The strange thing is that while today the Mus i 
are no more in need of auctioning their properties, ae i 
Singh, the illustrious son of Hari Singh, vociferously deman ; 
abrogation of Article 370 of the Indian Construction althoug 
this was done in accordance with the spirit of the State Subjec 
law. It is a matter of regret that some among Pandit pero 
who, at one point of time, had raised their voice in support " 
this law, have no qualms of conscience in joining the ae 
Karan Singh and non-local merchant class demanding ; s 
abrogation of Article 370, This is done with the sole obi 
of taking away the landed Properties in Kashmir from t 

Site odie not only been continued but strongly supported a 
reinforced with constitutional provisions by the Government of Sheik 


7? ; Nirnes ashmir 
Abdullah. Article 370 of Indian Constitution and special Status for Kas 
are the products of this practice. 


“Abolishing Of jagirdari an 


‘ . . e of 
d chakdari System was the corner ston 
Naya Kashmir programme, 


slim chakdars and jagirdars of 
girs among their true or fake 
fficials made entries in aes fu 
any piece of his land. abana 
mM Was a great progressive step, YE 

alley was advertently undermined. 


Kashmir quickly 
descendants and th 


inequitable, abolish 
its uniform applicat 
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hand 

ands of Kashmiri 

ered peti Musulman and passing them into the hands 

ape pe on a who would come to Kashmir in huge 
s reduce the Kashmiri Muslims to a minority.’ 


ovement? 


Maharaj a 
ja Hari Singh ascended the throne after the death of 


Pratap Si 

ps 

Mose Bee With that, the sentiment of reducing the 

clispings f : ap to a minority was rekindled. The following 

ier aaron oe : e Hindu newspapers of the day will show 
spiracies were being hatched. 


Conspiraci 
piracies against Kashmir Freedom M 


“We shalla 
Propose to rae nee something unique. The scent of what we 
Cane Gamona eetiaee from Kabul to Calcutta and from Kashmir to 
will bring the - : 1is will be the Hindu Sangathan (Solidarity). This 
(punticaiGn): os u State into being. There will be complete shuddbi 
these cles es the borders of Afghanistan will be conquered. 
“When the om will appear very soon”. Milap, Lahore 15 may 1925. 
ind powers % be draw near to obtain self-rule (swarajya) through 
Nahas tive ae u solidarity (sangathan), at that time the Hindu 
and rights of Hl announes ‘ts decisions as to what will be the duties 
of the Muslims and the Christians in 


will be the condition f the new state and what 
1 @) * Py Py . 
25 May 1925. ion for their sbuddi (purificatio 


n). Milap, Lahore 


rvasive that Rajas 
r subjects, had 
his context, the 


become SO pe 
caring for thei 
udice. Int 


Thi 
and ee type of mentality had 
Nahant ee instead of 
~ecome victims of shocking pre] 


INo 

the fact of sie heard Karan Singh demanding abrogation 

State who os matter is that there are sections of people i ia ¢ 
other aaa that when a J&K subject has the right to purchase jand and 
allowed to Maes property anywhere in India, why are citizens of India not 
80ing to int uy land and properly in J&K State? This one-way traffic is not 
egrate the people of the State into the Indian Union. Once 


B.K 

A. Neh 

ru, the Governor of J&K said jokingly that he being of Kashmiri 
his ancestra hile his orderly, 


| state, WM! 
here in India. i 
ue indefinitely? 


e Sheikh and its 
ement 


gation contin 


be 

under 

under sae through the parameters 9) 

the autocrati gress In Kashmir it was a politica 
ic rule of Dogras of Hindu faith. (Tra 
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da wheats er 
famous Kashmir expert and friend of Kashmir, oe oe 
Lawrence has recounted an anecdote. He writes: I BS ae 
of the Maharaja of Jodhpur hated the Muslims. Ho S ottt 
I came to know about the depth of this hatred only ie 
was preparing to return home from India. The ee. pas 
a farewell dinner in my honor. Sri Pratap Singh was ¢ 
the guests. He said that the purpose 


of his life was to destroy 
the Musulmans of India.! x 

i ‘ uslice. 
In Kashmir, the Maharaja had raised the slogan of j 


dons “x iudiced 
ut in spite of that he ran an Oppressive and prej 

government so much so that a state-le 
emerged in 1931, w 


freedom movement i 
on July 3, 1931, the 
of the Central jail in 
the slogan of “Long 
Only false. Those 
barrel of the gun.? 

Although the move1 


and Oppression, yet 
Hindus press 


B 


vel movemenl 
hich ultimately took the shape “4 , 
n the State. It is worth mentioning we 
peaceful demonstrators at the Bh ee 3 
Srinagar were fired at. They had ae is 
Live Justice” But Maharajas “Justice yet 
wretched people got justice through t 


nent in 1931 was one against pcr 
the Maharaja, his protégés and “4 

Projected it a dangerous conspiracy. The M1 * 
and Pratap Save it the name of “Pan-Islamism”, “setting up 7 
Islamic state” and at times “bringing in of Pt ae f 
revolution”. In this way, non-Muslims of the sub-continen 
and the British imperialism both were induced to etahe ro 
jointly against the rightful and genuine movement.’ Th 

President of Hindu Sabha, Dr. Munje happened to be in 


Imperialist Maneuvers in 
a, Link Publications, Delhi. - 4 
tried to break the gates of the jail ap 
re. The immediate fall out of the firing pes 
Hindu shops and business establishmen| ‘ 
ne Hindu houses in Vichar Nag were als¢ 

Muslim youth. 

established beyond doubt the role of the 


oy * 6 . . . 4 and 
Menting the crisis in Kashmir. Divide z 
plomacy, 


wdy crowds of 
historians have 
his cronies in fo 
t principle of di 


*Researches by 
British Agent and 
rule is their paten 
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London at the time. ‘There he issued a statement saying that it 
was a conspiracy of the Muslims against a Hindu state, and 
the British government should not tolerate the high 
handedness of the Muslims in this border state. Another 
towering Hindu leader, Dr. Khare came to Muzaffarabad and 
told the audience in a Hindu meeting that it was their 
religious duty to protect the Hindu Raj of Kashmir. He added 
that they would not rest until the uprising was crushed. Mr. 
Khushal Chand, the editor of Milap wrote in his own 
handwritings as this: 


it + . 

The readying of the Muslims of the St 
a revolt is the outcome of a conspirac 
uprooted. The seeds sown on Kashmir at this poi 


destroyed”. (Milap 17 July 1931, p-3) 


ate of Jammu and Kashmir for 
y. This conspiracy has to be 
nt of time need to be 


Again, the following provocative statements: 

Kashmir is in trouble, the slaves have staged an uprising (Milap, Nov 
1931 p.5) If the Muslims prevail in Kashmir and the Kashmisi Hindus 
were harmed, then the condition of 38 crores of Hindus in Hindustan 
will be in peril. Preparations of destroying us are underway in 
Kashmir. The Hindus of the Pu njab should wake up otherwise their 
condition will be the same as that of the (Hindus of) Kashmir. (Milap 


31 Oct 1931, p.14). 

If the Hindus of India want to s 
bye to ease and comfort and engage 
the time to wake up, be alert and save the 


in the clutches of the devils. (Milap 14 Nov). 


ave this State, they should say good 
their selves ina struggle. This is 
Hindus state that has fallen 


Not only that, one newspapet incited the flames of enmity 
and anarchy against Kashmiri Muslims lo the extent that it 
wrote, “On all the four sides of Kashmir, there are Muslims 
states. If the Islamic flag flutters over Kashmir, it will be very 
dangerous for the British government”. The condition 
became so serious that the prime Minister had to announce in 
the House of Commons that no proof has been found of the 
hand of the Bolsheviks in the Kashmir turmoil. CHouse of 


Commons Proceedings 22 Feb, 1932). 
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OE, ie iri 
The propaganda laid emphasis on this: cm: ean 
Muslims, who according to the Milap had more rig ia pe oe 
for redemption (of their sins) announce that ee 
demand any kind of rights and are happy with ehetile are 
in which they are at the moment (14 August 1931). ie 
running the Pan-Islamic movement. This last hai ine 
allegation was made mostly in London. A sige eed ; ee 
Kashmiris, Albion Bannerjee, who had resigned in 19 wi 
State service on account of differences with the Mania : ie 
who had exposed the misdeeds of the Kashmir Durbar to 
whole world, had to issue the following statement: 


j to 
More than one Person in India and England invited my bag ea 
the statement that the turmoil in Kashmir is the result 0 va: 
Islamism. I had until recent days remained the foreign and pou te 
minister in the service of Sri Hari Singh and would not like i. ta : 
debate in regard to Kashmir affairs. But in the on going Pea eal d 
would be only Proper that keeping the public good in mind, ne +e 
put forth my opinion, which is based on my personal know is cae 
think Pan-Islamic Movement is a hoax contrived by pee 
Persons. The fact of the matter is that the Kashmiri masses i e ne 
Most innocent and law-abiding people in the whole of India. 


. P . H =) 3 of the 
centuries they have born Privations under the influence 
Pandits of Kashmir. 


. . . oe . was 
This poisonous Propaganda against Kashmiri Muslims 


: it. 
not an isolated event. Kashmir Durbar was encouraging 
The Maharaja had 
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Commission: “ 
seas ee elses of the Kashmir movement’ is to 
The ee ; <u in Northern India”. 
Pee Soe an-Islamism and Islamic State was not meant 
reas ashmir movement in wrong colour. It also 
pentatne ae an atmosphere conducive for Hindu public 
ete oe to the scheme he had put forth and which 
ee ee response in the Kashmir Council of 
She Aen a Hardayal was a staunch Hindu communalist 
ete 7 of Hindu Mahasabha. His scheme envisaged 
a gh uslims of the State of Kashmir and the NWFP 
Nestea aieibaia and thus making the borders (wall) of 
ae panes In this context, Gokal Chand Narang, 
aed . : had of Lahore wrote to the Maharaja towards 
prea 931 that as long as he did not pay heed to their 
Maharaja gc not enjoy a peaceful sleep. He advised the 
Hinduecs : should throw open Kashmir borders on the 
Sean on e Punjab. Punjab was 4 broad region that 
from ee a large population. If a few lakhs of Hindus 
eee unjab moved into Kashmit and desired to settle 
ere, it would certainly imbalance the ratio of the 


ee The only condition was that these Hindus should 
provided adequate facilities and privileges for change of 
pha Physical 


Selatan secretary of the Hindu Mahasa 
ih is sais Volunteer Department, Padam Raj Jain paid a 
oo rinagar where he met with Maharaja and Raja Hari 
ee . Another top leader of Hindu Mahasabha, namely Bhai 

manand emphasized the necessity of correcting the 


Situation in Kashmir. 


D ; 
eep anguish and despair continued to be expressed on 


th “i ; 
a conditions of the Muslims in Kashmir. In a memorandum 
esented by Sanatan Dharm Young Mens Association 


(Yu ae 
ie vak Sabha) leaders in Srinagar to the Glancy Commission, 
use of the term “Kashmiri Hindu” was insisted upon 


e. AS such it did 
not that, Sheikh 


Conferencce. 


Nt was; 
as a movement launched by the Muslim Conferenc 
ontours. If it were 


not have “national” 
pani national” but only sectarian ¢ 
ah had no reason to part ways and establish National 


F . SIGHTS 
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vas printed 
instead of ‘Kashmiri Pandit”, The saranda Romie the 
at Bharat Printing Press Lahore and the ue u . hae 
activists had a special role in its drafting. In its Ee ced a 
claim contrary to the facts was stated as this: bi : a ae 
Kashmiri Hindus has been converted to ars a Mae 
point of gun. A large number of them were forcec to : 
their homes and hearths and take shelter in fe dia ne 
It is clear that they were dreaming of per iene i 
Muslims majority in Kashmir. More surprisingly, oem a 
faithlessness to the Kashmir cause was recounted wi ae 
and with the support of historical evidence in the pr Pes 
This also shows to what length they were ready to go ag 
their comparators, and to denigrate and humiliate ee 
In the second decade of the last century, they srs mi 
Hindus) changed the government of the land Sane Ave 
achievement was made under the leadership of Birba eh 
and Mirza (Kak?) Dhar. By inviting the Sikhs to Kashmir, ie 
took care of their own and their country’s oes o 
During the rule of the Sikh Governors and first oe see 
rulers, they (Dhars/Kashmiri Hindus) were not only the ne 
makers but also filled most important administrative aes 
During the rule of Maharaja Gulab Singh and Ranbir Sing pet 
Kashmiri Hindus Occupied the posts of Governor, Accoun és 
General and Development Minister in both of the say ai 
These perfidies were perpetrated against the er aie 
In order to deprive them of their just rights; eateee oa 
Roti Agitation were floated.? At the same time, mae or 
Muslims were gradually inching towards secular politics al : 
the clouds of emotions began to disappear. Kashmiri ee 
are traditionally tolerant. Owing to the teachings of saints = 
Shaykh Nurud-Din, they do not believe in Hindu-Musil 


recapture Kashmir for hj 
*For Roti Agitation see the text, 
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onference 


bas ber i 


in l 

sae ms - elected President and the founder 
rights that ace na Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah said, “The 
Seay emand for the Muslims are also the rights that 
er eeees non-Muslim compatriots”. (Presidential 

As senna held at Pathar Masjid, Srinagar). 
aataal ane reedom Movement matured, it developed 
Abdullah held secular susceptibt ity: Sheikh Muhammad 
and also ane mene with the Pandit leaders of Kashmir 
riots, Sheikh $ agin eo speak from his platform. During the 
a Pandit girl a i 2 , risking his life, managed the cremation of 
the efforts of oe i ae and suspicious galore. At last with 
Kashmir, na i ae hib, the largest popular organization in 
secular eae National Conference came to be raised on 
target of ho anes For this step, Sheikh Sahib became a 
ee from communalists. These included 
Muslims. TI i pen communities, the Hindus and the 
Alar bur be 1€ uslim communalists taunted and upbraided 
their stru ; emained steadfast to his conviction. He said that 
bare ae was not on the basis of prejudice and religion 
Sppiesss asis of class and just principles. He said that the 
a ae i and the oppressed were among the Muslims as 
iene ren the Hindus. AS such, there could be no 
Oppre meee of mosque and temple. He said that they hated 
and not the oppres 


deca sor, the disease not the 
ar _On the one hand Sheikh Sahib was taking this bold 
umane step but on the ot 


— her hand, his Pandit comrades 
re rendered helpless 


“ by their mentality expressing 
pprehensions about his 


mov secular movement. As the 
ement gained strength, they dre 


Hindu w the inference that the 
Ka - kingship would be harmed. T hus Bazaz, 
shyapa Bandhu, all resigned from National Conference-' 


How 
ever the leadership of the organization remaine 

nation. The real reason was Sheikh’s 
he Sun and all other religions 
d into English by this 


1 . 
Pett - 7, the cause for their resig 
are stars”. Se gla Bandhu that “Islam is t 
Writer ee . Kashyape Bandhu s letters translate 
published by Kashmir sentinel. 


Kilam and 
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: ith 
steadfast in its mission and began developing ae wale 
the largest secular Organization of the Met heat 
Indian Nationa] Congress. Jawaharlal Nehru visite : ee 
Even he was not spared by the Hindu SA POHL 
Demonstrations against him were staged. eta ete 
had to go to the central place of the Pandits in Sheeta ee ae 
in his address to the Pandits he called a spade a spa oe F 
told them to give up treating the Muslims with hatre oe 
scom on the basis of unsociability. He advised them to j 


; ocratic 
hands with the Muslims and work for a just and dem 
system in the State! 


But despite this 
Kashmiri Pandits 
of the freed 


» Communalism continued with its full se 
did not Only withdraw from the peeaees 
©m movement but also took leading saa "i 
©Pposing it. In order to show down the secular Space iy 

Kashmir, they did not €ven hesitate to establish unho 
alliance with the Muslim communalists. nk 
Jawaharlal] Nehru and Maulana Azad visited Kashmir : 
1944, Indian communalists were not happy at it. They ee 
lthy current would give a set back to thei 


solution was Naat 

no 
clongs to Hindu Maharaja and the Muslims do ‘é 
arkar came to the Sta 
ee 


'It is important to record her 


Sonos hru 
e that in the speech under reference, Ne 
had threatened that if the Pa 


a. What about Hindu minority 1n 

Stitutional safeguard was even thought 
of leave aside giving | ical shape. The Pandits were justified in taking 
an appropriat ‘ision j ir relations with NC, 
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to infuse ee. 
He joine oe spirit into communal groups in the State. 
leadership and Ae with that of the Muslim “eagt® 
it (secularism) ens State. Going a step further, he said 
ae interests of hare ous opeanesene= 
n ' 
Perea nae uri ey of Jammu and Kashmir National 
revolutionary aon Muhammad Abdullah raised the 
supported it? bu oe of “Quit Kashmir”.! Jawaharlal Nehru 
Mahasabha en entire non-Muslim press of India, the Hindu 
denounce the other communal elements joined voices to 
They called Sh movement as the movement of the goons. 
against him eikh Abdullah a rebel and demanded action 
His ene Jawaharlal Nehru came up to Kohala to express 
target of ahi Kashmiri people who had been made the 
blocked aa He was surprised to find that those who 
Mahasabh sons and yelled “go back” included the 
a activists from Jammu and his blood relations 


amo 
ng the Kashmiri Pandits.? 


Pp 
lan of genocide of Kashmiris 


Now 
plans were drawn for the partition © 
unalists in India wer 


Muslim and Hindu comm 


f the country.“ 
e preparing to 


4 letter written by 
apologizing for 


1 : 
Histori 
storians : : 
ns and research scholars have unearthed 
gh in 1945-46 , 


Shei 
sea acta to Maharaja Hari Sin, 
Why aes ee regime and pledging his loyalty to it. . 
any other Princel ehru support, patronize oF initiate a similar movement in 
Sea mS: y State out of nearly 560 of them 19 the rest of India? 
See relevant ie te the story of detention of Nehru at Kohala in 1946, 
authorities in oe and letters exchanged between the Maharaja an 
Menon. Furthe a Delhi in the biography of Sardar patel, Tbe 
autobiograph rmore, it is Sheikh Abdullah who i 
him,” phy Atash-e-Chinar says; ° After all I 
4 ae 
reins of India along two na 
British Musi League and the p 
“playin ers. Jinnah had declared “Direct Ac 
g with the blood of human beings”. 


he long standing 
drawn by the 
meant 


tion’s theory was ¢ 
lan for the partition was 
tion” in Bengal, which 


1S 
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ice of his 
play with the blood of human pean re ae A ‘inte’ an 
Delhi-based communal friends, the Maharajz iid uigiena 
old time and seasoned Arya Samajist namely iva Hindu 
Mahajan as the Prime Minister of the State. ane Ai ee 
dlemagogue named Ram Batra hgier eae a majority 
introspecting how to transform the Kashmiri Mus ie a Ae 
into a minority. In independent India, they yeas thi. 
Powerful patrons in the corridors of power ip ee or oe 
The murderers of Mahatma Gandhi and the old eE 4 
Jawaharlal Nehru! joined hands and began to 
implementing the Hardayal Plan in Kashmir. oval 
In order to facilitate their work, their Pakistani ee 
colleagues,? too, were Ppre-occupied with gan apeai 
Although the whole of Kashmir was a Muslim nae a ir 
yet they thought it a thorn in their side. It was only t if kite 
majority of Kashmir that could be singled out as on abate 
subcontinent rejecting their two nations theory. Not a a ‘e 
the Kashmiri (Muslims) had boldly stood sare fe 
They wanted to take revenge from them. Without taki re 
consequences into consideration, they launched an ee fe 
Kashmir and Without discriminating people on the aes 
religion and community, subjected them to loot and mu ee: 
Nationalist and Patriotic Muslims like Master Abdul Aziz oe 
king the supre 
Magqbool Sherwani stood up to them. By making 


al 
eardar and Nehru. In the a a 
, ‘ j te We: 
Committee of Congress High Command presided over by Gandhi, vo 
taken on the choice 


India. Two candidates, Nehru 
, Patel withdrew his election in favour of Nehru. “ 
aders in the newly formed state ‘ 

Indian Muslims on the basis of owe 
nations theory, and the nation that lived in the new State was certainly 48 
Muslim nation which had refused to live with non-Muslims? Where was 
Space for non-communal Muslims? ap 

‘The story of Persecution of Hindus and Sikhs during the tribal attac 


was created by the 


falsifies this claim 
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sacrifice of — 
and the eae lives, they brought honour to their leader 
broken in Kash ie is backbone of two-nation theory was 
Muslims refused mir.! The whole world saw that Kashmiri 
eee ee — be ensnared by Pakistani rulers who have 
their Oe eos , promises. They decided to bring about 
sinciples aise a democratic India on the basis of the 
ae ated nae arism. Many difficulties had tobe faced but 
Rear ieiosk uslim communalism was banished from 
vere shelter on the other side of the border. 
ea m is a multi-headed hydra. If you sever its one 
ther head rises in its place. While Muslim 


comm ° 
unali 
sm was banished, . Hindu communalism 


re-eme 

Poa some time. Now it has the monopoly of 

communalism sent of the demonic fire of Hindu 

compare ese urning. Without 4 rival, the Hindu 

for transformin ae dani the roost, and made preparations 

In March He : ashmifl majority into 4 minority: 

came to Jat , the Maharajas of Patiala and Kapurthala 

nmu on the invitation of Hari Singh. For several 


days 
the , 
y were his guests; enjoying feasts and dinners. 
nd transforming 


Sim 
the seers the secret pla 
S ee 
this on. sain into a minority ‘zed, 900N after 
, the Dogra army embarked on loot and killing in 


Poo 
nch 
and Kotli areas. Hari Singh emerge 
on of war against his own 


Mociin paren an open declarati 
ubjects.’ On the night of 26th October 26, 1947, he 
IDj : 
id history prove it right? 
s of Lahore 


ayy 

fee) noe Article 370? 
making eee makes no mentio 
loéal bees of secret visits to Srinaga 
door m ah Conference leaders (Mohiu 

‘Tt ips isa 
from sine! been said that the demobilized sol 
insurgency tae Bag, Mirpur and Muzaffaraba had stage 
this internal th rose parts of the J&K State and Maharaja’ ces 
aclaaimicese hreat. There was nO unilateral action from the sice 

ration at that time. 
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and 
fled to Jammu Carrying with him baggage of cree 
diamonds,' At every place throughout the route to Jat Se 
hinted to finish the Muslims. Eye witnesses to Ea ep nO 
are still living? After reaching Chineni, Rani ao ae 
eschewed all measures of caution. She took an idol Hie ay ‘ 
Sitting in an Open care, she left her hair loose as if she ee 
a state of mourning. She talked with the people ent ed 
told them about the desecration of the idol and thus nie jae 
them for revenge. The result was that she left behin a 
entourage a trail of death and destruction. Chaos and ana 


; umed 
ensued all around. Riots and disturbances that cons 
human bei 


after groups of 
Kathua to Riasi 


,; ing awa 
The fleeing of Hari Singh in 1947 reminds one of identical same iael 
of Faroog Abdullah in January 1990 to London. Of course unlike Hari ‘ 


ady a heft 
he did not Carry with him bagfuls of jewels because he had already a hefty 


bank balance in the UK banks. 


; ah 
*Same fye witnesses have Said that the family of Sheikh Abdulla 
including Begum Akbar Jal 


in an 
1aN were moved to Indore and lodged aie 
undisclosed Place when News came that Baramula had fallen to 
invading hordes. 


aramulla and Muzaffrabad districts as 
and Sikh habitats, identifying 
» Suiding them along safe routes for 
» Setting the Hindus and Sikhs massacred 
lies and canards of so-called 
stories of genocide, rape and 
istricts when these fell to the -.- 


rrendous 


arson perpetrated h in these two d 


Y the locals 


ANNEXURE I / 183 


ee tinal Gun out of their homes under the pretext 
pee ee es to Pakistan. On their way to Samba they 
contempo Ae aoe machine gun fire. That event of 
event . rary history 1s a heart-rending and soul stirring 
dered Ha Poonch up to Samba, the entire border was 
the bo ; oS Muslims who were driven to the other side of 
Batra : 4 The joint command of the Maharaja, Mahajan, 
execut 7 ns leadership of RSS together and in tandem 
Chan a this plan with full vigour. RSS and its ally Mehat 
All tr ahajan were doing all this under a considered plan. 
Kapu Ae of Muslims in the Muslim majority State of 
sele . tala poles eradicated. In Bharatpur and Alwar their 
Sh aie killing was engineered. On 21 October 1947, 
eikh Muhammad Abdullah exposed this conspiracy in a 
Press conference in New Delhi and raised his voice of 
Protest on the killing of the Muslim in the Poonch and other 
places. 
ee those days, Mahatma Gandhi was trying to control the 
tea es of communal violence throu d, sweat e 
ha te In the high buildings in Delhi real pow in the 
eae of those who neither sympathize , 3 
ae of Gandhian philosophy nor with Nehru s 
Chie ay: They wanted the state of Jammu 4 
ie in with India as a Hindu majority 5tat®- | | 
Kishts only in Jammu, the Muslims were red in Reas}, 
Thei war, Bhaderwah, Akhnoor, Kathua 4 
ae daughters and daughters-in-law 
sands. At this point of time more than 4) 
ie pushed to the other side of the border never to retum. 
e ehar Chand Mahajan told the people of Jamm 
Ne ies in the State Council of Ministefs. 
ation : ; 
told him that their poPY a ey "ould 10! 


of t ‘ : 
Of the Muslims in the State, Mahajan sal 
iia are told, the true history of tribal invasion of Kash i 
€ to light. For a brief insight see my “Of Commun i 
srinagar, April 20 1 P- 


and Politic: 
olitical Interests” published in New Hope, 


A matennd 
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’ assurin 

worry then and the matter had been ge care of assuring 

at everything would be set right. ide 
pons of ies ie is that owing 2 under Saiaed ae a 
of Mahajan, the Muslim majority province oe ee when 
succeeded in turning into a Hindu majority Aen ac 
Sheikh Muhammad Abdullah brought pressure oe Asisiiia 
stopping the carnage of the Muslims in Jammu, a a the 
sent his activists to villages spreading the news ee 
Maharaja Bahadur had directed that the killings ap20 aie 
With this the swords would go back to the scabbar eitag 
knives into their sheaths. The result of this loot shh ; vi 
was that the graph of the Muslim population oS fe 
in Jammu changed drastically, According to the census A a 
of 1941, the Population of the Muslims in those aa 
that remained with the Indian Union was 670, nly 
In 1961 the census figure showed this population O 


; ati f the 
598492 although during the period in view, population Oo 
same state increased by over 17 per cent. 


After the trap of 1953 


In the aftermath of 1953 
Kashmir into a Muslim 
the command of this miss 


» ONE more attempt of ge 
minority state was made. i 
ion was given in the hands of t 
al Dhar and Rajakak Dhar, pees 
D.P was the Home Minister in t 


rder area of Muslim population. This 
hammad Din, a resident of the 
to bring information about the 
was awarded Padma Shree. AS 
of the Muslims of the State was 


Ty of Split in Bak 


hshi-led NC and 
»y Reshi Dev, se 


e the text. 


alread 
the creation of DNC has already 
been told | 
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b 
Serres MP from Poonch, Ghulam Muhammad 
place (Pooncl A and the MLC were stopped from visiting that 
facilities ones 1). D.P. kept them in his own house with all 
aay HonLP comforts. It was a clever way of detaining them 
of RSS, G oonch. On D.P’s behest, the Sarva Sanghchalak 
Golwalk a Golwalkar came to Jammu. The two, Guru 
Peta ar and D.P. Dhar began their secret parleys aiming at 
The ae eay Muslim population to vacate the area. 
Genes = Pecos completely isolated because of the 
a situati of civil administration and political advice, 
Dp aan of confusion prevailed in entire Poonch district. 
Seni l ee Poonch in a bid to bring his mission to 
Mack Hen. Suey agencies in the county including no” 
oa like Balraj Puri, a Jammu-based political activist 
article ie os and cry in the state. Balraj Puri published an 
n this theme in a Delhi-based newspaper. The article 


bor . 
€ the title “Two Cheers for the Security Forces. He wrote 
es in beating back the 


a achievement of the armed fore ae 
dfeee ors is to be eulogized and given e = 
been will be given only when those state subjects who ha 
Musli pushed back from the border only be 
a. brought back. This information ¥ 
internat “ and its reverberations d 
Sadig aie circles. D.P. Dhar w 
taken ab ib relieved him of home 
Renae by this development 4 ‘ 
thousa ency. When this conspiracy was unearlne’: 
home nd Muslims returned from across the bor 
atte s and hearths. In this way one more ©° 
ae met with failure. ae 
it ae Saaiiie that prior to a pee a 
y that anybody coming bac ener eae 


b 
order would face the bullet. But later 07 sn Naraye” 
mad Fatimi am Miss 12" 


some en 


portfolio. D.P. 
nd returned to 


sent \ 
to tee representatives, Ah 
ashmir. Apart from neu: 
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Jammu also protested against the step. On their behest, Lal 
Bahadur Shastri gave the permission of bringing seventy 
thousand Muslim State subjects back to their State.' At that 
point of time, Ranbir, the old enemy of Kashmiri Muslims 
brought out this mischievous and insinuating suggestion that 
if Kashmir was to be secured then Muslims should be 
extirpated from that place. Ranbir wrote that there were 
20 to 25 lakh Muslims in Kashmir. It would not be a big thing 
to scatter them in a big country like Hindustan and settle them 
separately in the Indian states. Their voice will be drowned 
in the new places and also their individuality. At the same 
time Hindus of these areas should be brought and settled in 
Kashmir. A fully Hindu-Kashmir will be a boon for the whole 
of Bharat. The Milap supported his argument with the 
statement that after the World War II, Russia had to face the 
opposition from the local population in Armenia. In order to 
change the population ratio in the province, Russians 
scattered a major chunk of its population throughout the 
Soviet Union. People from other states were settled in 
Armenia. Thus Russians felt satisfied with their scheme. The 
same prescription should be proposed for India also that 
Kashmir is denuded of Kashmiris. 

Communalists in the State and the country made a 
mountain of a very insignificant incident of one Pandit girl 
Parmeshwari converting to Parveen Akhtar in 1967. The 
voices of sbuddbhi (purification) and Sanghathan (solidarity) 
were raised once again. A severed trunk of a cow was thrown 
on the roadside in Jammu so that Hindus would get infuriated. 
Jana Sangh played up baseless rumour that dead bodies of a 
hundred Kashmiri Pandits were lying in Sheetal Nath, 


'No chief minister of J&K showed such largeness of heart towards 300000 
Kashmiri Pandits hounded out of the valley in 1990 as was practically shown 
by Lal Bahadur Shastri to seventy thousand Muslims. Moreover, lakhs 
of Hindus and Sikhs driven out of towns and villages of PoK are not 
even recognised as State Subject by J&K Government leave alone 


rehabilitating them. 
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Srinagar, awaiting cremation. Old voices of extirpating the 
Muslims and taking revenge from them were heard once 
again. Loot and arson ensued and the Jana Sangh gangster 
demanded blood for blood. The sensitive situation was 
exacerbated by the provocative speeches of Balraj Madhok. 
He is a big villain of the massacre and riots of 1947 in Jammu. 
That was the reason why the government of Sheikh Abdullah 
issued the orders of his expulsion.’ He continued to speak 
about anti-nationalism of Muslims of the State.2 He repeatedly 
demanded that the Kashmiri Muslims of pro-Pak Muslim 
mentality should be pushed across the borders and Kashmir 
made a Hindu majority State. He argued that only in that 
situation this northern fort of India could be made secure. In 
1967, he once again added fuel to the flames of hatred in 
Jammu and openly demanded the banishment of the 
Muslims. He said that Muslims looked to Arabia for their 
sacred places and go to that country for performing Hajj. As 
such they can never be loyal to India. Kashmir is the shrine of 
the Hindus and the Muslims have desecrated it with their 
presence. These people should forcibly be sent across the 
border and Hindus should be brought in and settled there. He 
said that this evil should be nipped in the bud for ever. 
However the saner elements in the State and the country 
came forward and deflected the thrust of this storm. 

In the light of this background, it becomes the duty of 
every secular and patriotic Kashmiri and Indian to keep 4" 
eye on all those conspiracies, which these elements revive 


'Madhok, once Professor of History and a staunch RSS activist and later 
on a Jana Sangh activist has been branded as Hindu communalist. He #5 4 
remarkable figure who has been exposing Muslim communalism. He has 
said in several speeches that after hearing horrendous stories of massacté © 
Hindus and Sikhs in Muzaffarabad and Baramulla districts by the invader 
and their local sympathizers, he had organized RSS cadres in Srinage! - 
resist violence against them in case Srinagar fell to the invaders. For the f° : 
of local actors in the attack of tribesmen on Kashmir in 1947, see MY article 
in New Hope, p.183 Supra. 

The api a 990 atte insurgency in Kashmir has vindicated Madhok. 
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3 One 
ime and again to bring their old plans to die tds 
more gimmick is that a demand has psen qiae i ih yee 
refugees who ran away from West Pakistan in 19 
to the State be given the civil rights. ! ee 

As far as constitutional and legal aspects of ne a Nhe 
concerned, these people were not state subjects piney se 
Partition. Under the State constitution and Article ee Pee 
Indian Constitution, they can never be accepted! a! i. 
citizens of the State. It is true that on humanitarian hee 
the State government had allowed them to stay in 2 ree 
temporarily. The understanding with the Central abe Ba 
was that they were the responsibility of the ie 
government and as soon as conditions Se eee of 
they would be settled somewhere outside the erates 
the State.3 But the Central government has been avoiding 
Fen te S 


‘National Confer 
the refugee 


citizens and have no ri 


2 at 
> pretext tha 
ence leadership has stubbornly held on to the pre ivy 
artition of 1947 are Il 


smc for whom 
“an One ascertain that the Muslims front ad 
nt wants re-entry into J&K through the instrumen 


Feet 
: 7 Sean ; shanism O 
Resettlement Bill are actually Kashmiri state subjects? What mechz 
verification is there? 


b 7QeCc 10Se 
"If this ar a serious question arises. bs 
ked into PoK in the aftermath o . 
9€ accepted back as Indian citiz 


andestinely sneg 
990, are not to | 


ir return and rehabilitation? 
nded that Several 


as Were requisition 
would not allow them 
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fulfilling its responsibility. Perhaps it has also come under the 
influence of these elements. They are insisting on the 
retention of these refugees in the Stat so that they are able to 
ae a decisive stage in tilting the population ratio of the State 
in favour of the Hindus. The State government has given 
these refugees some land, which they cultivate and obtain 
the crops. They have built houses to live in. They are 
provided with the means of subsistence and educational 
facilities. However, they do not enjoy the right to vote in 
assembly elections and no proprietary rights are enjoyed by 
them. Communal sections have little humanitarian interest in 
their rehabilitation. They want to use them for their political 
objectives. That is why a greal deal of noise is made from 
Delhi up to Jammu for granting them the rights like any other 
State subject. 
These measures have brought some change in the 
conditions in the State. In the census of 1941, the ratio of . 
Muslim population in the State was 77,11 per cent. In 1971 
census it fell to 68.8 per cent. Those perpetrating genocide 
and change of the ratio in population want to make a few 
more achievements and shape things after their own 
choosing. The hue and cry, which they raised in Jammu and 
Kashmir Assembly during the Resettlement Bill, indicates 
their true intentions and the nefarious designs they pursue. 
The population of Kashmiri subjects in Pakistan is small. 
Business, service and means of sustenance OF matrimonial 
relations bind most of them (to that land). It may not be 
possible for them to return lO the native land. During past 35 
years, in all 117 such persons came back to Kashmir. The 
number of people coming t© Kashmir decreases year after 
year. But the Resettlement Rill is riding the nerves of those 
who want to see the Kashmiri Muslims in a state of 
destitution, helplessness and in minority. Their intrigues have 
been going on for centuries. The mentality does not change 
although its outer shape and guise do change. The objective 
is the same although the terminology and idiom may be 


different. 
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a n justice 
But the principles of the Kashmiri BE is ati eh " erits: 
plus their alertness have always epee tae nthe pice tor 
Continued alertness and awakening are ie also. God 
national freedom alone but for national existe she iene 
forbid, if the POisonous air of commbnalsin suc y iinilisté 
time to contaminate the Kashmiris, these ree and died 
should still realize that Kashmiri Muslims its aie the’ patti 
for their Principles despite so many obstac - So nano 
In stead of bowing their head infront of ee 5 ene 
communalism, they have preferred to let ie Sia 
severed from the body. Kashmiri Muslims accede ected 
Out of their sincerity but the Hindu communalism 


d 
oiracy an 
them and stabbed them with a dagger of conspiracy 
breach of trust. 


Opinion of other minorities 


Although Kash, 
Onslaught of Hindy 
conducive enviro 


-essive 
nir is a specific target of Se ca 
communialists, yet this monster has ai 
n in the whole of India and is err mike wd 
its fangs. The Christians are liquidated .in ee 
Nagaland, They are crying but are not treated even as anit 
class citizens, The Hindu extremists have vitiated uA ently 
States like Kerala with their poisonous mentality. e. sind 
Organized Hindy group attacked Christian churche 


cast does 
indulged in killing and arson. The Hindu of higher ca 
Not treat the H 


evan 
arijans even as animals. A leader like thet 
Ram had to say recently that India has not as much threa Ri 
outside as from the oppressive and aggressive penne at 
The Sikh community is suffering immensely at the han 
the communa 


By accepting partiti 
betrayed the Si 
Khan Abdul G 
trusting Hind 
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criminals. Secularism has been disfi gured in India to the extent that 
(according to the Hindu communialists) the majority community 
Commits no sin and no good is expected from minority. If Pakistan 
has tumed out the minorities by force, we do it by cunning and craft. 
By calling India ‘Mother India (Bharat Mata), they are denigrating 
Secularism because they look at her in the shape of a goddess. Very 
few People know that the Hindu communalists changed the 
Independence Day from 14 August to 15 August because they 
considered 14 August as an inauspicious day. 


Talwainder Singh Duggal has given an account of a 

meeting of a Sikh leader named Sardar Kapur Singh with 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. He writes: 
Sardar Kapur Singh hada chance meeting with Mr. Jinnah ina hotel ne 
London. Jinnah Sahib said, “The Sikhs have been lured by the Hindu 
Sommunalists and they have committed a big mistake. These people 
Will never allow you to come up. Please consider my suggestion with 
4COol mind Otherwise in old age you will repent on what you did Gin 
Young age)”, Duggal wrote that “Jinnah Sahib’s words came true to 
“St Word. Most of the Sikhs now take his timely warning as a word 
from the Bab. (The Indian Express, Delhi 21 May 1982). 


These Ww 
TUsting 
are appr 
SOmmuna 
Writes in | 


ere the words of a Sikh historian. Even the 
sections among the Hindus themselves 
ehensive of aggressive postures of Hindus 
lists. The famous Hindu writer Niradh Chaudhary 
us work The Continent of a Circe as this: 


eos ~enturies, the Hindus have been slaves of slaves. The Sikhs and 

oo made sacrifices to liberate them. But sae ates 

te a egIVe mood and this is the root cause of communa c : : ee 
Sl0n in India, Its present attitude is quite different Irom 


en mI | . tre ing for 
: Missive attitude, which they have been demonstrating 
€nturies in the past. 


Kash ~ SPecific target of Hindu communal aggressiveness : 
as sie The Resettlement Bill is a red rag to this bull. ee 
©Wed into the eyes of the bull on beholding the Bill. 
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They are regrouping their ranks to launch an sae oe 
Kashmir. The masses of people on Kashmir and the Mus ; 
should anticipate the nature and intensity of the danger an ‘ 
therefore, should bring together all their strength to ean 
failing which, the following alarming words of Iqbal can ta 

practical] shape: 


Tumbari dastan tak bhi na hogi dastanun main 


(Even your tale will not find place among the myths) 
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US Congressional House Committee 
Report 


The Kashmir Connection of May 21, 1994 conducted 
under the aegis of the Task Force on Terrorism & 


Unconventional Warfare of the House Republican Research 
Committee of the US House of Representatives 


vee rivalry between India and Pakistan has intensified, 
oe no other region has taken on the significance of 
ea That prowince is unique among all the crisis ae 
strate Me Indo-Pakistani border in that it is not just an area 
Hives oe economic importance, it is also the object of the 
the a Passions of the various states in the region Thus, 
rivalry pee pepek will briefly summarise the ongoing 
2 ee Kashmir, focussing on Pakistan, Iran, the sau 
the a and the military/terrorist dimension © 
Ict. 
mingge tamabad, the liberation of Kashmir is a sacred 
pia i only task unfulfilled since the days of sean 
im Portan uhammad Ali Jinnah. However, Kashmir is ere! 
akistanj fie that it REEVES the domestic interests of the 
Over Kash Overnment in three crucial respects. First, sae 
€cond i. . Sees a diversion from frustrations at j ae 
SUPport of : ey shmir cause allows Islamabad to ra y si 
Military g hates Islamist parties and their loyalists in 
important, the ISI, and third, it serves the regime as 
access point to the markets of Central Asia. 


194 / CONTEMPORARY KASHMIR POLITICS: SOME INSIGHTS 


Similarly, Iran considers an escalation of the jibad for the 
liberation of Kashmir a key to the assertion of its own 
strategic prominence, particularly under the auspices of its 
Islamic Bloc. Indeed, Iran sees Kashmir, because it is the land 
of the Ayatollah Khumeini’s roots, as sacred ground and is 
using that fact to instil ideological zeal in the various nationals 
who make up Teheran’s terrorist infrastructure. Not 
surprisingly, having taken the proverbial tiger by the tail and 
invested such prestige in the “Islamization” of Kashmir, 
Teheran now finds itself committed to fighting for it. 

Additionally, beyond Iran and Pakistan, the Armed Islamic 
Movement, as well as several Saudi, Gulf Arab, and other 
supporters of Islamist causes, put Kashmir high on their list of 
fibads to be fought. This is not only because of Kashmir’s 
aforementioned material and “spiritual” importance, but also 
because it is seen as a relatively easy target. Being 
geographically isolated and chocked full of weapons and 
terrorists cells, many Islamist groups believe that the 
wresting Of Kashmir from India would be a great prize 
acquired at minimal cost, and would inspire their followers 

and further the cause. 

Whatever the validity of such an assumption, all of the 
states and organizations engaged in Kashmir, have large, 
highly trained and well-equipped forces, and most have not 
yet been committed to the Kashmiri jihad. Thus, there exists 
an environment in which ideological zeal and strategic and 
political considerations have coalesced. Specifically, as 
already noted, Pakistan needs Kashmir as a distraction from 
its domestic problems, various terrorists Afghan groups are 
ping at the bit to move, awaiting only a wink and a nod 
he ISI, and Iran and various Arab states stand willing to 
he effort. 
consequently, apparently reassured about the 
dfastness of its Islamic support, Islamabad has 
® knowledge? openly the futility of its negotiations with 
India over the Kashmir issue. At the same time, Pakistani 


chom 


from ¢ 
finance | 
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Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has begun to accede to 


demands from her military leaders for further increases in the 
Pakistani defense budget. 


The terrorist dimension 


In fact, the rising militancy of Pakistani officials is far from 
empty rhetoric, for Islamabad has used the increasing tension 
in Kashmir as a pretext for expanding its terrorist training and 
Support system for operations in Central Asia and elsewhere 
in the world. 

To that end, the ISI has established the Markaz-i-Dawa, 
a center for worldwide Islamist activities. Mulavi Zaki, the 
Center's spiritual leader, has told the trainees that their 
destiny is to fight and liberate “the land of Allah from infidels 
wherever they might be.” The commanders and instructors at 
Markaz-i-Dawa are AIM members, primarily Jkbwan from 
Algeria, Sudan and Egypt, and most of them have more thana 
decade of combat experience in Afghanistan. 

In early 1992, some of these Afghans were transferred to 
Azad Kashmir where the Pakistani Army was building new 
camps for them. By early 1993, there were over 1,000 
Afghan mujahideen in the Markaz-e-Dawa alone. Following 
the completion of their advanced training, the Afghans were 
sent to Kashmir, Algeria and Egypt. Furthermore, Islamabad’s 
claim to the contrary notwithstanding, the main offices of the 
Islamist terrorist organizations have remained functioning in 
Peshawar. 

In addition to the transfers noted above, a series of “raids” 
by police since October 1992 resulted in the shifting of some 
200 terrorist operatives, including some wanted by Western 
police officials, the facilities near Jalalabad, just across the 
Afghan border. Indeed, in the fall of 1993, an Arab Afghan 
with first hand knowledge of the situation confirmed that 
Pakistan had “pushed them out of the door only to open a 


window for them to return and they come and go as they wish 
in Peshawar.” 
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> ISI had in 
In the meantime, in the summer of pe cia aie 
the Markaz-e-Dawa another force of Sa ees. Khost area 
— mainly Jalalud-Din Haqqanis people from ee for 
~~ Operating under its direct command and i eae Fazl 
special operations in Kashmir. According Lo my a fbalestine) 
al-Hajj, a PFLP ( Popular Front for the Liberation o rae 1803: 
terrorist captured in southern Kashmir in the artes Paiag 
additional Afghans and Afghan nationals ee At 
Prepared by the ISI for forthcoming escalation in Saige 
“least, 400 Afghans and Afghan nationals were know d by the 
been organised in one camp, where they were ne tenant 
ISI to augment and provide a leadership core for the Eee 
Hizbul-Mujahideen, There was also a aE for 
€Xpansion of the Preparations of Islamist aa cat ant 
Operations in forward bases in Kashmir, with and 
600 terrorists, about half of them veteran Afghans ¢ 
phase of their training. ee 
Indeed, Many Arab volunteers continue to see tie 
Peshawar almost every day. The preferred port of entry a ot 
Karachi airport, There, a Special department run Pe : adel 
Amir — an ISI Major with Afghan experience ee 
Migration at the airport — Oeeie re h to 
volunteers « Per” entry into Pakistan and quick dispatch © 


y 
ng and prep oa 
vement is important because are 
for the ISIs activities in Central Asia ai 
'N northern Afghanistan, The Origins of this arrangement f 
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back to the aftermath of the fall of Kabul. At that time, many 
Arab Afghans returned to Peshawar where they were 
Organized by the Pakistani government to support various 
Islamist causes in concert with Iran and Sudan. Many of these 
fighters later returned to Afghanistan as quality forces or to 
serve in personal guard details. 

Subsequently, in early December 1993 during a state visit 
tO Pakistan, the Deputy Prime Minister of Afghanistan, 
Maulana Arsalan Rahmani, elaborated on Kabul’s perception 
Of the Islamist struggles worldwide, and especially in South 
and Central Asia. He hailed Afghanistan’s active support for 
Islamist armed causes and stressed that “we don’t consider 
this Support as intervention in any country’s internal affairs.” 
Maulana Aarsalan Rahmani also admitted that Afghanistan 
was Providing military assistance to various insurgencies 
because: 

“we cannot remain aloof from what is happening to the 
Muslims in occupied Kashmir, Tajikistan, Bosnia, Somalia, 

Urma, Palestine and elsewhere ... We are not terrorists but 
Mujahideen fighting for restoring peace and preserving 
Onour.” 

Rahmani acknowledged that Afghanistan has also played . 
Major role in a recent development among the Islamist 
°F8anizations fighting in Indian Kashmir, namely, the merger 
Of the Harakatul-Jibad-e Islami and Harakatul-Mujabideen 
nto the potent Harakatul-Ansar group. This support for the 
Unif; ication of the two movements, according to Rahmani, was 

ut part of the active support given by Afghanistan to ne 
Slamigt fighters in Kashmir, Tajikistan, and Bosnia. “There 
ave about 8,000 members of Harakatul Ansar who ae 
TPP Orting the Kashmiri struggle against Indian occupation, 
anmani stated. 


Of Men and Arms 


Ww The Is} also provides these and other terrorists ae 
“apons, For example, in the summer of 1993, the Kashm ; 
“ahideen were provided with powerful long-rang 
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missiles called “ chemical missiles” by the Sikhs who had 
learned about them while in training in Pakistan. At that time, 
the Kashmiri and ISI crews were being trained in the use of 
these missiles in Pakistani Kashmir. In fact, these are Sagr 
missiles which were developed in the 1980s with help from 
the United States for use by the mujahideen in Afghanistan. 
Subsequently, there has been a significant expansion in 
the smuggling of quality weapons from Pakistan into Kashmir 
and as of late 1993 there has been a corresponding change in 
the tactics used by terrorists, including the use of hit and run 
Strikes by highly trained and well equipped detachments. 
Among the new weapons now used in Kashmir are 107mm 
rockers, 60mm mortars, 40mm automatic grenade launchers 
(Soviet and Chinese models, a modification of the 57mm 
helicopter racket pods with solar-powered timing devices for 


the delayed firing of rockets, and a LAW-type tube-launched 
ATMs (Soviet and Chinese models), 


In addition, the Kashmiri terr 
sophisticated communications s 
(systems with frequency hoppi 
burst communications etc.) a 
reload Systems, as well as fr 
detecting and homng in on 
communication Systems are 


Orist have also begun using 
ystems including small radios 
ng, selective broadcast, digital 
nd collapsible solar-panels for 
€quency scanning devices for 
military-type broadcasts. All the 
of NATP/US origin, with some 
- All of these systems have been 
in Afghanistan, having been 


On top of all of this, there 
quantities of small arms provi 


assassination projects. 


Given this obviously high level] of sophistication, it would 
seem safe to assume that the situation in Kashmir will become 
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increasingly ominous. As Pakistan and India eye each other 
with rising suspicion and as other powers come into play, the 
danger of outright war becomes ever more real. In future 
reports, the Task Force will examine the full extent of this 
danger and will explain its ramifications.” 


Annexure III 
Dixon Report and the views of Sheikh 
Muhammad Abdullah 


Some time back The Kashmir Times 


and Muslim India| 
published a letter wr 


itten by late Sheikh Muhammad | 
Abdullah to Col, Nasser of Egypt in 1965. The letter! 
Provides us an insight into Sheikhs interpretation of Sir. 
Owen Dixons Proposal on a “possible and acceptable 
solution of Kashmir”. That this view appears to be at 


€n a debate on the subject. Editor* 
nel Sept. 1 — Oct 15, 1998) 


“up and concluding portion of the 
2, UN Representative for India and 
tbmitted to the Security Council in 


Text of the summing 
report of Sir Owen Dixo} 
Pakistan on Kashmir, s1 
September 1950 
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tO one of them should be decided by free and impartial 
plebiscite was noted with satisfaction. In the agreed 
resolution of the United Nations Commission for India and 
Pakistan January 5, 1949, there is a recital of the acceptance 
by the Governments of both countries of the principles that 
the question of the accession of the State to India or Pakistan 
would be decided through the democratic method of a free 
and impartial plebiscite. 

From the date of this resolution until the present there have 
been continual efforts to bring about conditions in which the 
Preparations for taking a poll might go forward. No one has 
SUPPOsed that they could even begin while much of the 
'€sp€ctive territories on either side of the ceasefire line were 
Occupied by Opposed armies and their base units. There are 
0 addition many other obstacles to the holding of a free and 

lr plebiscite which, must be removed before the state 
ae be ready for the organization and machinery which a 
; ae of a poll would make necessary. Unfortunately al 
‘las been made to depend upon the agreement of the 
Patties. It is enough to refer to paragraph 2, 6(a) and 10 of the 
io of 5 January 1949 and to the provisions of 
€solution of August 13, 1948 upon which these 
Paragraphs hang. 

There is, | believe, on the side of India a conception of 

a Ought to be done to ascertain the real will of the people 
as is not that tacitly assumed by me. ria it ae 
yet which Pakistan does not share. The reso nHON . 
relation 1949 contains some rather general ee 
Steps ine the holding of the plebiscite and the a sees 
Were abl about these more general a ae re ie : 
Programme iis Pel are. ee ee : ts must be 
48reed ae . ectie a ok Spleae me Plebiscite 

Aministrat Mies ‘a nee ses “ifficult work of 
rganizin Or to begin the extensive and di esate: 
8 the taking of a poll. It is the practicat Mme 
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Which have proved the obstacle not the mere general 
ropositions. 

‘ Pabga has complained of India’s failure to agres On ae 
practical measures which must precede the preparations for 
the actual taking of a poll and has maintained that this failure 
is the result of a deliberate policy. But the fact remains that 
under the resolutions the agreement of India to the course to 
be pursued in these matters is a condition — precedent fi 
carrying out a plebiscite of the state, and there is no nike 
agreement. Moreover, the United Nations Commission faile 

in its efforts to secure an agreement upon them. I failed in 
mine; neither Parly put forward any other proposals and both 


appeared to concur in the view that the possibility o 
agreement has been exhausted]. 


i ; : : ia 
The contention of Pakistan that it Was incumbent on Ind 
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the real will of the people independently formed and freely 
expressed and, on the other hand certain conceptions or 
Preoccupations of the India government. These are based, in 
Part, on what India conceives to be the origin and course of 
the fighting in 1947 and 1948 and part on her unwillingness 
to have any interference to the civil administration. 
In addition, it may be, as I have suggested that a different 
Conception exists of the process of ascertaining the will of 
the people. Although I myself found no reconciliation of this 
conflict possible, it may be that India’s help some resolution 
Of the conflict may be discovered. She may come to realize 
the Necessity of practical measures which will really secure 
the freedom and fairness of a plebiscite must be paramount 
©ver these conceptions. At all events I have formed the 
©Pinion that if there is any chance of settling the dispute over 
Kashmir any agreement between India and Pakistan it now 
lies in partition and in some means of allocating the Valley 
rather than in an overall plebiscite. The reason for this may be 
Shortly stated. 

The State of Jammu and Kashmir is not really a unit 
8€0graphically, demographically or economically. It is an 
48glomeration of territories brought under the political 
Power of one Maharaja. That is the unity it possesses. If as a 
‘sult of an overall plebiscite the state as an entirety passed to 
India, there would be large movements of Muslims and 
another refugee problem would arise for Pakistan who would 

© €xpected to receive them in a very great numbers. If the 
'esult favoured Pakistan a refugee problem, although not of 
“Uch dimensions, would arise of India, because of the 
MOvement of Hindus and Sikhs. Almost all this would be 
“voided by partition. Great areas of the state are 
“Nequivocally Muslim, Other areas are predominantly Hindu. 
€re is a further area which is Buddhist, No one doubts the 
Sentiment of the great majority of the inhabitants of these 
“teas. The interest of the people, the justice as well as the 
Permanence of the settlement, and the imperative necessity 
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of avoiding another refugee problem all point to the eee 
of adopting partition as the principle of settlement an Si, 
abandoning that of an Overall plebiscite. But in aT a 
economic and 8eographic considerations point in the iat 
direction. The difficulty in Partitioning the state is to form a 
sound judgment where the line should be drawn. 

While what I have said deals broadly with the state as a 


imi ide. 
whole, it is by no means easy to fix the limits on each s 
That is becaus 


each side sh 
contiguous 

people who 
people by 
distributio 


frontier. 


I shall not deal with the matt 


€r with more particularity, and 
I say so much Only in case t 


he Security Council should be of 


notwithstanding that except by agreement between them 
there was no means of settling it. 


When actual fighting was 80ing on between it was natur al, 
if not necessary, that the Securj 
Commission as its de] 
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Commission and myself and the possible methods of 
settlement have been exhaustively investigated. It is perhaps 
best that the initiative should now pass back to the parties. At 
all events I am not myself prepared to recommend any 
further course of action on the part of the Security Council for 
the purpose of assisting the parties to settle between them 
how the state of Jammu and Kashmir is to be disposed of. 

The continued maintenance of two armies facing one 
another across a ceasefire line is another matter. A danger to 
Peace must exist while this state of things continues. Except 
for mutual distrust and fear, one of another, there is no reason 
why the two countries should go on maintaining armies 
Separated only by the ceasefire line. It is a boundary which 
might be kept by check posts and the like in the same way as 
any frontier between countries at peace. It is hard to believe 
that the Indian and Pakistan chiefs of staff would have any 
difficulty in arranging for a concurrent reduction of forces or 
in effecting the necessary changes in the manner in which 
the ceasefire line is held, if they were instructed by their 
fespective governments to meet for the purpose. 

Before leaving the subcontinent I addressed to the Prime 
Minister severally a request that this should be done. It is a 
matter in which the Security Council is directly concerned 
because it involves a proximate danger to peace. 

I recommended that the Security Council should press the 
Parties to reduce the military strength holding the ceasefire to 
the normal protection of a peace-time frontier. 

In the meantime it is my recommendation that the party of 
United Nations Military Observers be retained on the 
C€asefire line. They cannot continue there indefinitely but 
after a time the question of their withdrawal might be settled 
'N Consultation with the two governments. 


Sheikh Abdullahs letter to Col. Nasser of Egypt 


‘The dispute between India and Pakistan with regard to 
the future of the State of Jammu and Kashmir has strained the 
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relations of the two countries for the last 17 years eae 
and again has been leading to (such) an aggravating aa 
that at any time its continued tension may burst into a shoo io 
war leading to the devastating consequences in that Sarai 
the world. Moreover this situation has saddled both ; 
countries with huge military expenses which has cup Eee 
both €conomically. Yet another tragic aspect of this situation 
is the continued agony for the 5 million people of the state 
whose economy and well-being is completely paralyzed due 
to the resultant uncertainty and insecurity. 
The urgency and importance of an early settlement of this 
dispute Cannot therefore be Over-emphasized. Many 
Statesmen and friendly countries have during the past 17 
number of proposals, suggesting a peaceful 
settlement of the dispute. No doubt the best and most 
democratic solution could be through a plebiscite, to which 
not only both the countries but also the UNO is committed. 
Should however, holding of a plebiscite not be feasible, there 
are other practicable solutions, suggested in the past. One 
such solution was made by Sir Owen Dixon, the UN 
Representative appointed to negotiate a settlement between 


India and Pakistan. Broadly speaking Sir Owen Dixon 
Proposed that” 


Predominantly 
India. 


b) The areas, now know 


Baltistan being excl 
Pakistan. 


Cc) The Valley of Kashmir a 


N as Azad Kashmir and Gilgit and 
usively Muslim be annexed with 


long with the adjoining areas 
across Bannihal (i.e. the district of Doda and the Niabat 
of Arnas, Gulab Garh) to be allowed to decide its future 
through a plebiscite, Leh is to follow the result of 


plebiscite, hel ty (Kargil being exclusively 


d in this territo 
Muslim in po With the Valley) 


Pulation to go 
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Sir Owen Dixon took a detached view of things and 
considered this as the best practicable solution under the 
circumstances. It appears to be a fair method of resolving the 
present tangle. In order to avoid a number of complications 
that might arise by holding a plebiscite immediately in the 
territory referred to in clause c above, a reasonable way can 
be found in keeping the said territory under UN Trusteeship 
for a Specified period (i.e. 5 to 10 years). The people of the 
territory can be given an opportunity for the exercise of the 
right of self-determination in a suitable way, after that period. 
In the interim period, it is hoped that tempers will cool down 
and much of the emotional factor, now surcharging the 
*Muation will die out. Further, the interim period can be 
utilized for the development of these areas towards which 
the two counties as well as the UNO will suitably contribute. 

The above proposal can be a very good basis for 
Ciscussion between India and Pakistan and Kashmir. It is 
Oped that friendly countries, interetedin a settlement, will 
= Up this proposal for extensive lobbying at the diplomatic 
‘vels, as well as the international conferences. 

Needless to say that an earnest effort in this direction will 
© the 8reatest service to the cause of peace in the world.” 
Pei documents are reproduced with courtesy from 

mir Sentinel of Sept. 1-Oct. 15, 1998) 


Annexure IV 
Resolution of CPI 29 July 1953 


1953 is a watershed in the contemporary history of 


Kashmir. Dismissa] of Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah as the 
Prime Minister of the 


the first adequate In 
conspiracy brewing 
communists of the t 
Ashraf played a lea 


us Nationalism continued to prevail. 
ntinel Dec. 1-15, 1998) 


>. 2, 
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new status be guaranteed by India, Pakistan and the United 
Nations. 


It is also stated that the areas of Jammu and Ladakh should 
be allowed to be fully incorporated in the Indian Union. 


It is clear that these declarations mean that problem of 
Kashmir is entering a new and very serious phase of its 
crisis, as serious as when Kashmir was made an object of 
invasion five years ago. 


These declarations first mean that the Kashmir valley 
separates itself from even the limited but vital ties it has 
With India which are expressed in the act of limited 
accession If Kashmir and Jammu to India and the further 
mutual aid visualized in the Delhi Agreement. 


Secondly, it means that Kashmir undergoes a new partition 
in which the vicious principle that predominantly Muslim 
and Hindu areas cannot and should mot remain together is 
implicitly admitted. 


Such a partition will again encourage those forces of 
communal reaction and their imperialist inspirers as have 
So long imposed innumerable atrocities and so much harm 
On the people of India and Pakistan, Jammu and Kashmir. 


The fine traditions of the Kashmir people, who have been 
Immune from the virus, are thus sought to be destroyed ~ 
the mutual loss of the people of both India and Kashmir 
where Hindu-Muslim amity ill be put to a new strain. 


The third and the most disastrous outcome of the line Is 
Proposal that the United Nations should guarantee this 
a independent State of Kashmir from any aggression. 
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Any one knowing the character of the United Nations ci 
is today and the way it is dominated by the ADS 3 

American imperialist block, which has been i aes 
responsible for fomenting dissension between India an 

Pakistan on the issue of Kashmir, will see that guarantee by 
the UNO means importing American military forces i 
Kashmir, and, in course of time, its incorporation in 


Pakistan areas which are being made the basis of by war 
mongering plans of America. 


Prevent this new disaster Overtaking our people. 


traders, etc. are sufferj 
poverty and unemploym 
any Way out of the Crisis 
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Th 

ae prin ee beat the raiders back with the help 
expected iS a they fought for a land law that was 
removed the a i o the burdens of landlordism; they 
assembly with aharaja and had their own constituent 
eee abe ies - tae their own constitution. But 
life of the people. sufficient to resolve the problems of 


The G 

of Eee lea of Sheikh Abdullah and the Government 

people Hv both failed to stall the main problems of the 
s living, of land, work and trade. 


The | | 
bain cons an erican imperialists in the guise of the 
taken advanta : ee and landlord reactionaries have . 
forward the of the dissatisfaction of the people to put 
independent a that a separation from India and 
Problems aia will enable them to solve their 
the UNO and ; e alluring promises of loans and aids from 
Kashmir St. the Americans to develop an independent 
ate, 


e whose 


An ind 
ependent Kashmir can also open the trad 
blocked 


Natural 
oe lie through Pakistan, but are now 
of Kashmirs accession to India. 


rgue that if the Indian 


king loans from the 
t an 


With 
so Lili 
Saat me plausibility these forces a 
ee snie, can follow the path of ta 
a . ‘ . . ‘ 
ns to tide over its difficulties, why ° 


inde 
Pendent Kashmir should be able to do it. 


The 

the Bee of the Sheikh Abdullah group, who have held 

line in orde gover nment so far, now want to pursue this 

the masses fi hide their failures and divert the attention of 
rom these failures and their real reasons. 


€ reacti 
ionaries fail point out the fate of South Korea that 
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was occupied and devastated by the UNO-Americans, the 
fate of the nearest neighbour state of Afghanistan, ae 
€conomy has been looted by the Americans and the fate O 

€ven India which because of it being tied up with sterling 


: ‘ ar ‘ O 
and dollar capital, is unable t o take its independent road t 
progress, 


: . a is 
In order to Se€fve its Own narrow Interests, this group 


utilizing the ignorance of the masses, their discontent with 
the €xisting government, to side track them into the worst 
disaster that would follow Kashmirs Separation from India 
and its lineup with the UNO or Pakistan. 


» and allowed speculators and 


landlords to et hold of them in the name of feeding the 
towns. 
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The reacti Pee 
also reer aen the government circles in India have 
accession, on sine development by insisting of full 
and by trying to ining the Maharaja and the privy purse 
interest of the bi Jouipess aie sd of Kashmir in the 
helpthe Hew monopolist of India and by refusing to 
terms of full Saas with grater financial aid unless their 
cial integration were accepted. 


Moreov , 

Satisfy eae cee of the Sheikh Abdullah group to 
of their langu spe of the Jammu people in the matter 
autonomy oo service-employment and administrative 
landlord ais separation from Kashmir, enabled the 
and the hel paca to see the discontent of the people, 
rendered fe ich certain reactionary Hindu circles 
8roup to easil ee enabled some leaders of the sheikh 
People of a f. y SOWe the idea in the minds of the Kashmiri 

resh partition and separation from India. 


in 


Und 
er Suc . 

h circumstances the democratic forces 
ple 


Kashmi 

Miran 

from these d Jammu must come forward to save the peo 
new designs of the imperialist votaries. 


arate Kashmir 
independence 
further 


The d 
e ; 
from sip esa forces must refuse to S€P 
for the as such separation will not mean 
impover; people but enslavement and 
verishment. 


The st 
aceite ee Kashmir has today by the act of limited 
Such that the ever the terms of the Delhi Agreement, 1S 
With India. b reby its people not only unite in friendship 
Of the ee they also stand to gain from the vast strength 
ashmir to omy of India, which is capable of helping 
Orces on ae prosperous provided the democratic 
er side were able to make the governments 


democratic policies. 
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By limited accession, Kashmir retains its right to frame ne 
Own constitution, its own fundamental rights, its own laws 
to abolish landlordism without com 
remove the Mahara 
be independent of 
Indian Republic. 


pensation, its right to 

ja and the privy purse and the ee 
e 

the interferences of the President of th 


The democratic forces both in Ka 
Struggle to let Kashmir retain 

independence within the framewo 
to which it accedes in the very sen 


shmir and India must 
this status of virtual 
rk of the Indian Union 
se of limited accession. 


a Weapon to draw Kash 


mir within the Vicious grip of the 
Monopoly financiers of India. 
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ion has all the 
While today Kashmir with its limited eat being 
advantages of independence and sae new slogan of © 
pe eo Orton oe Kashmir in the hands 
separation and partition would lan t looters of its people. 
of imperialist warmongers and wors 


, st see that the 
The democratic forces on either By ee of the 
f Kashmir are helped to ri that friendly 
Heiss of nalordien: ue ian ae made to help 
agreements between India and ie a prosperous 
Open trade to the benefit of all ae to get upon his 
Peasant and honest trader helps the a 
feet again. 


ights of the 
ign for the righ 
The democratic forces must campaign ae of language, 
Jammu and Ladakh people, in + aa autonomy and 
services, local administrative and finan 
Civil liberties. 


sade nd outside the 
Only when democratic forces peer assembly : 
National Conference and the aati Sabhas and a 
Kashmir, basing themselves on se ep owerful democra : 
©rganizations of the people, buil hren in India pale : 
forum and with the aid of their bret ization to solve ie 
POWerful movement and cheer liberties aan i 
Problem of land, rent, taxes, and succes 
development of Kashmirs ein ee 
thwarting the forces of imperialist ress on the roa a 
State Of Kashmir and Jammu ee Kashmir Sent 
Prosperity and independence. (Cou 

fc. 1-15, 1998). 


Annexure V 
Democratic N ational Conference: 


Genesis 


in its issue dated April 6, 
1958. We r 


eproduce the interview below: (Courtesy 
Kashmir Sentinel, December 200 7) 


Q: What Precisely are Jour differences with Bakbshi Sabib 
and his party? 
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This contradiction between the interests of a particular 
8roup and the aspirations of the common people developed 
inside the National Conference particularly during the course 
of the last two years. The dominant group acted in violation 
of all the agreed decisions and policies and subordinated the 
interests of the National Movement to its own narrow and 
Selfish interests, Although it swears by the Constitution, yet in 
actual practice it is using its authority to mutilate it. All our 
Persistent and sustained efforts to resolve the contradiction 
failed due to the refusal of Bakhshi Sahib and his group to 
8ive up authoritarian ethos and reform themselves. They 
failed to 8ive a clean, honest and efficient administration to 
He People. This led to the emergence of our party as 4 
©“Mocratic Opposition wedded to the objectives of our 
National movement. 

Q: Are these differences also of an ideological nature? 
eae Our differences with Bakhshi Sahib suena 
Ogical nature in so far as he acts in defenc of the inter ‘i 

4 Particular exploiting class that is thriving on officia 
Patronage 
i eis of your objections to the functioning ie 
refi, party are met, will you consider the one 
Secuia, © it? Or you will still try to fill the role of 4 

Opposition? 
the a © functioning of a democratic secul 
atmos Rees for the growth of a hea ue 
Pres i cre in the state. The “emergency ears has 
COnsid ng within the State for the last ten Y ee 
erably stunted the growth of democracy here. é 

"Y improve aaa f the ruling party 1 
wel ment in the functioning of the 1" hall 
Co Fue there is no question of our rejoining "- wee 

Atinue to fulfill tic opposition. 

ill our role as a democra d foreign 
ave you any differences with the home a” tisfied 
= ‘he Government of India? Are you fully $@ 

. ashmir policy? 
' We are in pets agreement with the foreign policy of 


ar opposition is 
Ithy democratic 
tmosphere 


Dp ol ic les 
With its 
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the Government of India. In the sphere of home policy, 
while we appreciate the aim of economic development and 
construction, we can have our differences over methods and 
detail. For example, we would like the Government of India 
to introduce radical agrarian reforms on approximately the 
same lines as we have done in our State. Broadly speaking, 
we are satisfied with the Kashmir policy of the government 
of India except where it has failed to pay sufficient attention 
to internal affairs of the State with a view to improving 
matters and eliminating factors that impede the growth of a 
normal democratic life. 

Q: Is it true that one of your senior members, Shri G. L. 
Dogra said in an interview that ideologically be had always 
been a Congressman and proposes to remain one. 

A: J am not aware of any such interview. However, if Shri 
G.L. Dogra has given expression to these views he is free to 
profess his ideology as a Congressman and will continue to 
have a place aof honour in our organization. 

Q: Ifan offer is made by the All India Congress Committee 
to accept the Democratic National Conference as one of its 
regular branches, are you likely to accept it? 

A: This is a hypothetical question. Anyway, if such an offer 
is made, it shall receive the most serious consideration of our 
party. 

Q: Cana committee become a member of the DNC and are 

they being admitted into it? Has any person enrolled himself 

as a member of your party who, to your knowledge, claims to 
be a socialist, a Gandbiite or a humanist? If so, will you 
urnish such names? 

A: No such question has arisen so far. But, a communist 
“ho subscribes to our policies and programmers can enroll 
self aS 4 member of our party and wok for it. There are 
embers in our party, some in leading position, who 
be socialists, Gandhiites or humanists. A list of names 
too long to be included in this interview, but if you 
ould send some of the names separately. 


him 
many ™ 
claim to 
will be 
like I¢ 
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Q: Can you please describe the ideology of your party in 
just a general manner, preferably if possible in terms of 
existing “isms” anybow far and in what respects does that 
differ from that of main political parties of India? 


A: The broad ideology of our party is socialist. The 
Programme of New Kashmir itself is a socialist programme 
and in the Constitution of the State recently some of us were — 
in the government. Unfortunately, this did not find favour 


with Bakhshi Sahib and in stead gave rise to unfounded 
suspicions. 


Q: Is there any truth in the allegation that yours is a 
Sponsored opposition — sponsored by the Government of 
India to deal Sheikh Abdullah administratively as well as 
politically? | 

A: This is a slanderous allegation. The formation of the 
Democratic National Conference Party is an entire local 
phenomenon. After the adoption of our Constitution which 
has the States accession with India as its corner stone, and 


which embodies the basic Principles and objectives of our 
national movement, the growth of a democratic opposition 
pledged to the defence 


of the Constitution was a historical 
necessity. This reminds one of the origin and role of PSP 


itself. We shall, however, welcome all the steps taken by the 
Government of India with a view to promoting a healthy 
democratic atmosphere in the State. But we shall, at the same 
time, criticize it where it fails to intervene to check the 
undemocratic practices of the ruling party. As a party of the 
Republic of India, the State deserves the attention of the 
Centre particularly because of the special conditions 
obtaining here and the personal defects of the leadership of 


the party in power. (Courtesy Kashmir Sentinel, December 
2007) 


Annexure VI 
Right of Self-Determination: 
Application to JK 


--- 8. Before British sy 
terminated in 1947, th 
right of internal self. 


n 
relation to the U.K., for the paee 
explained. When, on 15 August, the rulers were freed 0 
British suzerainty 


» nothing in international law prohibited 
them from choosing to unite with the newly independent 
India or Pakistan, even without consulting the wishes of their 
subjects. Some 560 rulers exercised their option without their 


legal right to do So being questioned, either at the time OF 
later. On 26 Octob 
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acquired it subsequently. I have shown that subsequent 
development in international law did not confer a right of 
secession On a non-colonial people such as the inhabitants of 
the Indian State of JK. The one possible exception is carence 
de souvernainete; but the Report rightly admits that this is 
controversial and in any case concedes that, even on the basis 
of its own allegations of braches of human rights in the State, 
a level of oppression justifying secession has not been 
reached. Accordingly, the only remaining possible source of 
a right of external self-determination is certain Security 
Council resolutions calling for a plebiscite, by which the 
Report sets great store. However, these resolutions were 
passed under Chapter VI, not VII, of the Charter and were, 
therefore, not binding on the parities. India and Pakistan both 
rejected Res. 47 (1948), and India Res. 51 (1951). 
Admittedly, they both accepted certain resolutions of the UN 
Commission for India and Pakistan, which envisaged a 
plebiscite. However, this was expressly conditional on other 
Stipulations being met, including the withdrawal of Pakistani 
troops and irregular forces. They were never met. In any 
case, acceptance of a plebiscite as a means of resolving a 
political and military conflict between two states does not 
amount to an acknowledgement that the people of the 
territory have a legal right to one. In the end, the Security 
Council and UNCIP reached impasse, and in the Simla 
Agreement of 1972 the two Governments seem to have 
taken the matter out of the hands of the UN. I agree with the 
Report that an agreement between the two states “could not 
have deprived the people of JK of any rights of self- 
determination to which they were entitled at the time of the 
Agreement” but since, for the reasons given, they did not 
have any such right at that time, the argument is of no avail. 

9. The Report goes on to consider whether the inhabitants 
of JK subsequently lost their supposed right through its 
exercise or abandonment. Admittedly, there has been no 
plebiscite or referendum; but this has not always been 
required in cases of self-determination. The Report therefore 
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the international community and international law have 
firmly set their face against the “Bosnianization” that this 
might entail. In a Report purporting to expound the law, the 
policy preferences of the authors should perhaps have been 
left out; but even as a matter of legal policy these 
recommendations are questionable. (a) If implemented, they 
could (as is recognized) endanger international peace and 
security. (b) They could (the authors protestations, 
notwithstanding) create a precedent for demands to break up 
India and other multi-ethnic, multi-denominational states, 
with potentially disastrous consequences not only existing 
structures but also for fragile inter-communal peace. 
(c)Breaking up JK might, in the view of the members of the 
Mission help solve some political and human rights problems 
there; but it is likely to create others. For within each 
fragment defined on ethnic or religious grounds, there may 
well be minorities whose aspirations may not be satisfied, 
and whose own human rights could be seriously endangered. 
(d) Using religion as the sole, or a major, criterion for defining 
a political unit is not self-evidently desirable. It is not 
necessarily a persons only or most important affiliation, and 
there are potential human right problems here, too. 
Furthermore, hatred of the other groups, identified on the 
basis of their religion, has been one of the main causes of 
horrible bloodshed in the sub-continent and elsewhere. 
Accordingly, to single out religion as the basis of a polity is 
not necessarily a progressive step. These are dangers to 
which a Mission sent by the International Commission of 
Jurists, of all bodies, might perhaps have been more 
sensitive, even apart from its very questionable legal 
reasoning. 


Professor Maurice Mendelson, QC 
2 Hare Court Temple 

London ECAY7BH 

2 February 1995 
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the Air and Naval Chiefs were kept in know of the plan. 
In Mecca, where he had made a detour round London in 
1965, the Sheikh gave a surprise to his scheduled visitor 
Ayub Awan about his knowledge of Pakistan’s ‘Operation 
Gibraltar.” 

The Sheikh conveyed to Awan that if the ‘Operation 
Gibraltar’ was based on the assumption that the people in the 
valley would welcome Pakistani soldiers, it was utterly false. 
“If I call upon them to rise in support of the plan their 
response could be overwhelming,” he added. 

The Hazratbal holy relic conspiracy preceded ‘Operation 
Gibraltar’ by some months. Why was it unfolded prematurely 
and not simultaneously with that plan remains shrouded in 
mystery. When late G.Q. Ganderbali, DIG, Kashmir indicted 
a top business magnate and social patriarch of Srinagar, who 
enjoyed closest connections with the highest rung of Kashmir 
political leadership, and was about to unravel the entire 
conspiracy, he was removed from his post. The other 
accomplice in the conspiracy is now virtually the most 
powerful figure in leading regional political party. The 
conspiracy had two objectives; to destabilize Bakhshi Ghulan 
Muhammad’s government, and to sensitize people to anti- 
India mood on the basis of religion. Perhaps that was the 
beginning of theocratisation of Kashmiri society. It was late 
Maulana Masu’di, the truest well-wisher of Kashmiris who 
tried to stem the tide. This explains why he was gunned 
down by the militants at the ripe age of 90. 

The holy relic episode took place soon after the failure of 
Swarn Singh — Bhutto talks in 1963. It indicated that the 
Plebiscite Front would be activated and alternatives would be 
explored for separation of Kashmir from India. 

When the Sheikh was set free during Sadiq’s government, 
he became a frequent visitor to one of the two elite pro- 
Pakistani Shi’a families in the locality of Maisuma, Srinagar. 
Knowledgeable persons said that close contacts of this family 
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made for the “liberation of Kashmir” and took him on a round 
of the graveyard where nearly 60 of his close relatives lay 
buried. This indicated that the subject matter was “liberation 
of Kashmir” from Indian control” and of “sacrifices”. 

From Algiers, the Sheikh dashed to the Mecca under the 
rubric of performing the wmra. Here he met with Awan 
Ayub, the Pakistan super sleuth in a pre-arranged meeting to 
talk further on the subject of ‘Operation Gibraltar’ and his 
own role in it. 

The failure of Pakistani infiltrators to make any substantial 
gains under ‘Operation Gibraltar’ in Kashmir turned a damp 
squib for the pro-Pak chapters whether in political arena or in 
the field of operation. In 1967, Afzal Baig launched Al-Fath 
Operation in Kashmir on behalf of Plebiscite Front. 
The defence counsel in the case of the detainees of Al-Fath 
insurgency was the then General Secretary of National 
Conference. 

The humiliating defeat of Pakistan in 1971 leading 
to her fragmentation came as a rude shock to the Sheikh and 
those who towed his line. He ruminated deeply on how 
he had voluntarily struck at his own credibility. There was 
now no way out but to seek rapprochement with the 
Government of India. He had to succumb to the terms of 
Indira — Sheikh Accord of 1974 which catapulted him once 
again into the seat of power. Mir Qasim never forgave Indira 
Gandhi for what proved to be a disastrous turn in 
contemporary Kashmir history. (Courtesy Daily Excelsior) 
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chessboard of Kashmir politics, one finds in 
these cues quite substantial fund to draw 
inferences from. It opens our eyes and 
imagination, not wild but specific, to 
speculate what shape things are likely to 
take in that tormented region. When 
principles are abandoned and cherished 
slogans reversed, when facts are subverted 
and fiction is boosted, then virtually people 
are set eyeball to eyeball with impending 


failure of the state. And the sadistaxiomthat _ 


by and large people get the government they 
deserve comes true. 


The Author. Hailing from a poor 
peasant family of rural South Kashmir, 
Reshi Dev evinced keen interest in Kashmir 


politics and society from very early age. He 


is now in the ninety-fifth year of his life, and 
~~ has summed up in this diary his experiences 


with almost all major political parties of 
J&K for last seven decades. His long inning 
at state politics has brought him only a big 


_ disappointment that makes him somewhat 
_ sceptic about the future if things do not 


change in right direction. 


Translator. Kashinath Pandit, the 


former Director of the Centre of Central 


Asian Studies, Kashmir University has 


“~~. made the subject matter much more 


readable by adding introduction, notes and 


appendices to the English version of Reshi Mts 


Devis Urdu work Zakhmun ki Zabani. 
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